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Brown Bridge, National Landmark

Shrewsbury’s Brown Bridge Historic Landmark

On October 7, 2014, the Historical Society
received a telephone call from Nicholas Olsen
informing the Society that he just got word that
the Brown Bridge in Shrewsbury, built by his
great-great-great grandfather, Nicholas
Montgomery Powers is now listed as a National
Historic Landmark, and is the 18" National
Historic Landmark in Vermont. Mr. Olsen’s pride
is matched by that of our town.

Built in 1880, the bridge qualifies because it is
one of the most outstanding surviving examples
of the lattice truss design, a widely popular
construction method throughout the nation in the
19" century. According to Shrewsbury, Vermont
— Our Town As It Was by Dawn D. Hance, the
1880 Town Report listed the cost for building the

bridge about $700. It was named for the Brown
family who lived nearby.

The town submitted the application in spring
2011, before Tropical Storm Irene, but it has
taken until recently for the approval to go
through. Town Clerk Mark Goodwin told The
Rutland Herald “That bridge is more than just an
attraction that leaf-peepers and tourists come to
see; it’s part of the town.” The Rutland Herald
went on to explain that although the bridge itself
still stands after Irene, the main road leading to it
was washed out by the 11 inches of water rushing
through the area in August of 2011. The broken
road has been closed to traffic since, but that has
not stopped people from hiking down to visit the
bridge.

The other 17 Vermont Historic Landmarks are:
Calvin Coolidge Homestead, Plymouth Notch;
Robert Frost Farm, Ripton; George Perkins Marsh
Boyhood Home, Woodstock; Justin S. Morrill
Homestead, Strafford; Mount Independence,
Orwell; Naulakha (Rudyard Kipling’s House),
Dummerston; Robbins & Lawrence Armory &
Machine Shop, Windsor; Rockingham Meeting
House, Rockingham; Socialist Labor Party Hall,
Barre; Rokeby, Ferrisburg; Round Church,
Richmond; Shelburne Farms, Shelburne; St.
Johnsbury Athenaem, St. Johnsbury; Stellafane
Observatory, N. Springfield; Ticonderoga (Side
Paddle-wheel Lakeboat), Shelburne; Vermont
Statehouse, Montpelier; and Emma Willard
House, Middlebury.
























