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The essence of the options offered by the postal service include: 
1. Keep the office open with  “realigned” weekday window service hours based on workload. The hours 

would be changed from 7 to 6 hours each weekday. Current Saturday hours would not change and de-
livery service would not change. Buying stamps and mailing items from our Post Office increases utili-
zation/workload which is very important to the decision of keeping the Post Office open. 

2. Conduct a discontinuance study for the office and provide roadside mailbox delivery; retail land deliv-
ery service would be provided through a rural carrier. 

3. Conduct a discontinuance study for office and find alternative location operated by a contractor usually 
at a local business.  

4. Conduct a discontinuance study for the office and relocate P.O. box service to a nearby post office. 
C. Martin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

Please attend the meeting at the  
Cuttingsville Post Office on 

 
Tuesday, July 29, 2014 @ 4pm 

 
Call your neighbors, friends, acquaintances 

 and bring them too! 
 

YOUR VOICE IS NEEDED 

To ALL Residents of Shrewsbury 

Possible Changes in Postal Service in Shrewsbury 
In June postal patrons of zip code 05738 received a letter from the U.S. Postal Service asking for input re-
garding the future of the Cuttingsville Post Office. We hope all have filled out and returned the survey. In ad-
dition it is important that residents turn out for the meeting on Tuesday, July 29 at 4pm at the post office to 
express your concerns and desires regarding the future of this important asset to the community. 
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The Times of Shrewsbury 
The Times of Shrewsbury is published monthly February 
through December. It is compiled by volunteers from material 
submitted by residents with the goal being to keep townspeople 
informed of what is happening in Shrewsbury. The views and 
opinions expressed in articles are solely those of the author and 
not necessarily those of the editors. 
 
All submissions must be accompanied by the name and phone 
number of the submitting person. All items submitted for publi-
cation are subject to editing for length and clarity. If Letters to 
the Editor exceed 350 words, they will be subject to editing for 
length. Any opinion piece will be deemed to be a Letter to the 
Editor subject to this policy. All items including letters are 
printed at the editors’ discretion. A letter writer of any letter that 
names a Shrewsbury resident or organization in a critical man-
ner must get copies to that resident or organization and to the 
Times by the 10th of the month prior to publication or it will not 

Times of Shrewsbury, P. O. Box 373, Cuttingsville, VT 05738 
Email:  shrewsburytimes@gmail.com 

Online:  www.shrewsburyvt.org    and    www.rutlandrpc.org/townnewsletters.ph 

run. If the named individual or organization indicates in writing 
to the writer and to the Times that they choose not to respond, 
the letter will run. If the named entity responds, the response 
and initial letter will run in the same issue. 
There is no charge for: jokes, poems, essays, nature reports, 
family event announcements, or feature articles or letters that 
are non-political and non-commercial. 
Articles and Advertisements: Deadline for submission is the 
20th of the month prior to publication; exceptions will be an-
nounced in the prior month’s Times. If you have any questions, 
please email shrewsburytimes@gmail.com or call Chryl Martin 
at 492-2244.  
Best Formats: Articles: Word or in an email message with no 
formatting. Photos: JPG.  Ads: PDF file or Word document. 
Monthly Advertisement Fees: Full page $60; 1/2 page $25; 
1/4 page $10; Business card $5; Classified ad (15 words) $2. 
Payment is due by the 20th of the month prior to publication. 
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After School Program Director Position 
Shrewsbury Mountain School is looking for a dynam-
ic, child-centered Director or two Co-Directors to 
oversee daily operations of the "Camp SMS" After-
school program. 
 
Responsibilities include program development of ac-
tivities that inspire learning, recruiting staff to lead 
programs, and completing related administrative 
tasks. We are hopeful for activities that include local 
farmers, merchants, and craft persons. 
  
We seek a passionate, organized leader with proven 
skills in education and/or recreational programming 
with youth. 
 
Hours, Wages and Benefits 
• This is an hourly position for up to 18 hours per 
week (or a portion, if interest in "Co-Directing) 
• Hourly wage is $22-25per hour depending on quali-
fications 
 
Experience Required 
• Experience working with students grades K-6 
• Caring, enthusiastic, highly organized self-starter 
• Excellent interpersonal communication skills  
• Bachelor’s degree preferred, but not required 
 
To apply, please send a resume listing 3 references 
to: Carrie Becker, Director, RSSU After-
school  CBecker@rssu.org or call 802-558-1640. 

SHREWSBURY MOUNTAIN SCHOOL 
Proposed Grant Funded Solar Project 
The Shrewsbury Mountain School Board of Directors 
is thrilled to announce that we recently received a 
$32,250 matching grant from the Vermont Public 
Service Department’s Clean Energy Development 
Fund to support the installation of a 25 kW solar 
panel system on the school’s roof.  While this system 
will be roof mounted, non-penetrating fasteners will 
be used to attach the panels to the new standing 
seam roof and our new roof warranty will still be fully 
intact. The electricity generated from the proposed 
design will meet approximately 50-60% of the 
school’s current electricity needs, and help defray 
the cost of our electricity use for at minimum the next 
25 years. As a Board, we have been discussing solar 
energy for the school since last year’s Conservation 
Committee seminar on the increasing affordability of 
solar power.  We are thrilled to have received this 
grant that allows us this opportunity and owe many 
thanks to Davis Terrell for his help in designing the 
system and throughout the grant writing process.   
 
The Board is in the process of putting the project out 
to bid, hoping that the bids will be competitive 
enough that we can proceed with the project by pay-
ing for the required cash match through our ap-
proved budget.  Hopefully by the next issue of the 
Times we will have more information for you.  As al-
ways, please be in touch with any questions. 

Sarah Bolster 

School Starts August 27  
Shrewsbury Mountain School starts back to school on August 27.  Letters will 
go home prior to that with exact details.   Submitted by Marj Congdon 
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SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
Jul 29  4pm  *Meeting regarding future of the post office at the Cuttingsville Post Office 
Aug 2    5:00pm *Free Community Supper Shrewsbury Meeting House 
Aug 2    11-3pm *First Annual Paddle Battle fundraising event to benefit Spring Lake Ranch 
Aug 2    7:30pm *Mettawee Theatre sponsored by the Library at Shrewsbury Mountain School 
Aug. 5    7pm      *Shrewsbury Historical Society meeting at museum  
Aug 12  12noon Senior Lunch at Willie Dunn's at Fox Run Golf Course just off Route 103 in Ludlow. Call 
       Judith Webster at 773-3527 to make a reservation.  
Aug 12  7pm  * Ad Hoc Mitigation Plan Committee meeting at Town Office (Cold River Road) 
Aug 13  12noon *Prayer Shawl group meets at home of Judy Pitts (775-0678 
Aug 16  6:30pm *Haystack Dinner (6:30pm) and Street Dance (7:30pm)  at the Shrewsbury Library 
Aug 17  4pm  *Famous Books Discussion Group at the Library 
Aug 17  8pm  *Outdoor Film Festival in the Meeting House amphitheater	  
Aug	  24	   	   4pm	   	   *Science	  Book	  Club	  group	  at	  he	  Library 
Aug 24  8pm  *Outdoor Film Festival in the Meeting House amphitheater  
Aug 26   10am-7pm *Vote; Vermont State Primary election at the Meeting House 
Aug 27     *Shrewsbury Mountain Schools starts classes 
Aug 31  12-3pm *Barbecue at Pierce’s Store as part of 5th Anniversary Re-Opening celebration 
* see elsewhere in newsletter for details 

Deadline for submission 
to Times of Shrewsbury is 

by 5:00pm on the 20th 

 of each month. 

Times of Shrewsbury  August 2014  
  

REGULAR MEETINGS and EVENTS 
Board of Selectmen Meeting     1st & 3rd Wednesdays—7:00pm at Town Office 
Bone Builders         Tuesdays & Thursdays—9:00am at Meeting House 
Library Trustees’ Meeting      2nd Tuesday—7:00pm  at Shrewsbury Library 
Mill River Union School Board Mtg   1st & 3rd Wednesdays—7:00pm at Mill River Union High School 
Pierce’s Store Take-Out Meals    Friday nights 
Planning Commission       1st & 3rd Mondays—7:30pm at Town Office 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)  Sundays—10:00am at Shrewsbury Library, upstairs 
Shrewsbury Community Church Worship Sundays—10:30am at Northam Church in North Shrewsbury 
Shrewsbury Historical Society Museum  Sundays, July 6 to October 26, 2014 from 1-3pm 
Shrewsbury School District Board Mtg  2nd & 4th Mondays—6:30pm at Mountain School 
Shrewsbury Sno-Birds      2nd  Tuesdays—7:00pm at the Snow Angel Tavern  in Mendon 
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Dept.    Thursdays—7:00pm at Cuttingsville Station 
Conservation Commission       1ST Tuesday—5pm at Town Office 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Shrewsbury Town Website:  www.shrewsburyvt.org 

Town Clerk’s Office  492-3511                             Cuttingsville Post Office 492-3585  
Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm; Closed Friday                      Mon-Fri Counter 8am-11am & 12:30pm-4:30pm, 
                      Lobby 7:30am-5:00pm 
Town Treasurer’s Office               Saturday Counter 8am-10:30am;  Lobby 7:30am-10:30am 
492-3558 or 492-3487         
Wed 5pm-7pm             
               Meeting House  492-6050  (Reservations: 492-3361)                              
Transfer Station                 Health Officer  Daphne LeaHemmer 773-7157  
Sun 8am-4pm & Wed 1pm-7pm                           Emergency Management Bert Potter  773-2272  
                    
Shrewsbury Town Library  492-3410    Ambulance  773-1700      
Mon, Fri & Sat 10am-Noon       CVPS power outage  1-800-451-2877 
Tues & Thurs 7pm-9pm        Medical—Fire—Police Emergency   Dial  911 
Wed 10am-5pm AND 7pm-9pm       Rutland Hospital  775-7111      7/20/14 

Closed for the season. For appointments call 492-3324. 
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OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
July 17, 2014 

Dear Shrewsbury Citizens, 
Because of FEMA and State of Vermont Require-
ments to handle emergencies, the Town of Shrews-
bury must now prepare a Single Jurisdictional Local 
Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The goal of this plan is first 
to identify potentially  hazardous Town conditions in 
terms of storms, flooding, bridge and culvert vulner-
ability,  power outages, landslides, medical emer-
gencies, and other potentially  dangerous situations.  
Secondly, the Town must plan and initiate proactive 
programs to mitigate these hazards.  Without this 
plan in place, FEMA and the State of Vermont can-
not assist the Town to meet expenses in case of a 
major storm or emergency.  The Shrewsbury Office 
of Emergency Management is responsible to devel-
op this Local Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
 
Much of the preliminary planning has been initiated 
by the Town of Shrewsbury and the Rutland Re-
gional Planning Commission. The planning will be 
continued by an Ad Hoc Mitigation Plan Committee 
of the Office of Emergency Management with repre-
sentatives from the Road Crew, the Fire Depart-
ment, the Selectboard, and the Office of Emergency 
Management and interested townspeople. 
 
The Ad Hoc Mitigation Plan Committee will next 
meet on Tuesday, August 12, 2014, at 7:00pm in the 
Town Office on Cold River Road to continue to iden-
tify Hazard Areas and Situations in Shrewsbury.   
Our agenda will include:   

1. Introductions;   
2. Review of Annex U (Shrewsbury) of the Rut-

land Regional Planning Commission Hazard 
Mitigation Plan  ;  

3. Identification of any additional hazards.  
4. Adjournment. 
 

Any interested townspeople are invited to attend and 
participate. I 
 
f you have any questions, please call David Rice at 
492-3488 

David Rice                                                                                                                                       
Assistant Emergency Management Coordinator                                                                                                                                            

05738  
The Cuttingsville Post Office 

To insure that our post office remains open, please: 
• Buy stamps from the Cuttingsville post of-

fice 
• Send your mail from the Cuttingsville  post 

office 
USE IT…..or lose it! 

Homestead Property Tax Adjustments 
At the time of this notice, 2014 tax bills are being pre-
pared and will be mailed as soon as possible. 
 
Letters advising of homestead property tax adjust-
ments from the State have been mailed. If you have 
not received an expected tax adjustment letter, con-
tact the state at 1-866-828-2865 or website at 
http://tax.vermont.gov for information. Deadline this 
year is October 15th for adjustment claims. 
 
Tax payments are due by Friday October 10, before 
8:00pm. Payments can be mailed to: 9823 Cold River 
Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738 
 
Treasurer’s office hours are Wednesdays from 5 to 7 
p.m. at the town office. 
Additional days for tax collection will be: 
 October 4  Saturday  Noon to 3:00pm 
 October 9  Thursday  5pm to 7:00pm 
 October 10  Friday  2pm to 8:00pm 
 
As usual, cash payments to be accepted by the Town 
Treasurer only.Credit Card payments will be accepted 
this year through Official Payments with the deadline 
of October 8th. There is a processing fee for this con-
venience payable to Official Payments.The website is 
https://www.officialpayments.com which is listed on 
the treasurer’s page of the town website 
https://www.shrewsburyvt.org/treasurer.php  
 
The drop box to the left of the town office front door is 
available at all times tax payments. Please call if you 
have questions or concerns. 

Linda McGuire, Town Treasurer, Office 802-492-
3558; Home 802-492-3487 

VERMONT STATE PRIMARY 
 

Tuesday, August 26, 2014 
 

Vote at the 
Shrewsbury Community Meeting House,  

88 Lottery Road 
Polls open at 10:00AM and close at 7:00PM 

 
Early voting at the Shrewsbury Town Office 9823 
Cold River Road  during regular business hours. 
 
Absentee Ballots available by contacting the Town 
Clerk shrewsburyclerk@vemontel.net or 492-3511. 
 
Last Day to Register to Vote in the Primary: 
Wednesday August 21, 2014.  The Town Office will 
be open until 5:00 PM  
 
Volunteers are needed as Poll Workers and Coun-
ters.  Please contact the Town Clerk. 

Submitted by Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk 
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Household Hazardous Waste Disposal Day 
in Shrewsbury will be on 

Saturday, September 13, 2014 

 7 

The Shrewsbury Planning Commission 
 

invites you to an information 
 

“Giving and Gathering” Session 
on the 

Shrewsbury Town Plan 
 

Monday, May 20 at 7:30pm 
At the Meeting House on Lottery Road 

 
This is an informal meeting to discuss proposed 
revisions to the Town Plan. The draft document is 
posted on the town website and limited hard copies 
are available at the Town Office. Note that the re-
quired formal public hearings will be held later in 
the year. 

Submitted by Laura Black 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Up 2013 
 

It s Green Up time again!  Please save the morn-
ing of Saturday, May 4 to enjoy a breakfast at the 
Town Hall, choose a route, and head out to pick 
up trash along Shrewsbury roads. This is certainly 
a labor of love for our Town. The Conservation 
Commission is deeply grateful to those people 
who take the time to participate.  

 

Saturday, May 4 
Breakfast  8–10am 

Trash sorting at Transfer Station 10am–1pm 
(Volunteers Needed!) 

 
Thanks from Your Conservation Commission! For 
questions: shrewsburyconservation@gmail.com  
or 492-2255         

Submitted by Cynthia Thornton 

 
 
 

Solar Power Information Night
Tuesday, May 7 at 7:00pm 

On Tuesday, May 7, at 7:00pm the Shrewsbury 
Conservation Commission will host a Solar Power 
Information Night. 

We will have speakers from the industry (including 
Shrewsbury's own Davis Terrill) as well as local 
homeowners who have experience with solar 
power. 

This is your opportunity to get your questions an-
swered and to learn more about leasing options, 
bulk buying solar farms, etc.   

What can Shrewsbury do to increase solar power 
usage in our town? Come to the Town Meeting 
House on May 7th and let’s find out together! 

Questions? Call Lily French at 492-3304. 

News from 
The Transfer Station

 
 

Paper: Put newspaper in newspaper area only. If 
it’s put in the white paper bin or the magazine bin, 
then I have to remove it. 
Cardboard: Flatten cardboard before putting it in 
the  baler. It should not be any larger than the baler 
and should be folded to fit. 
There were some really freezing days this winter, 
and it’s good to have warm hands again! Now that 
it’s warmer weather, please take time to put things 
in their proper place when you come to the Trans-
fer Station. Let me know if I can help you.  

Thanks,  
Bob Perry 

 
 
Hazardous Waste Collection Day 
Hazardous Waste Collection Day at the Shrews-
bury Transfer Station is scheduled for: 

June 22, 2013 at 1:00-3:30pm 
Please note that residents can attend Hazardous 
Waste Collection dates at ANY of the Towns in the 
Rutland County SWAC network, not just the ones 
scheduled in their Town. Also, residents have year-
round access to the Rutland County Solid Waste 
District’s hazardous waste facility. For more infor-
mation visit: www.rutlandcountyswac.org. 

Joe Carrara has been hired as the new Transfer Sta-
tion Attendant. Please introduce yourself to Joe the 
next time you are at the Transfer Station. Also, be 
sure to help him by not coming to the dump right at 
closing time to allow Joe plenty of time to close up.   
 
Beginning October 1, 2014, we plan to begin moni-
toring vehicles for a sticker to use the Transfer Sta-
tion. Stickers are free to Shrewsbury taxpayers and 
can be obtained from the Town Clerk.  
 
The Reading Room will remain the same for now but 
there may be fewer items to insure neater space. 
 
There will be many changes coming to the Transfer 
Station but not until July 2015 when Act 148 must be 
implemented throughout the state of Vermont.  

Bert Potter 

SHREWSBURY MOUNTAIN SCHOOL 
Hi All,  The roof project is going well and is on track 
for completion before school’s start.  The insulation 
is down on the multipurpose room roof and they’ve 
finished the metal roofing on most of the old sec-
tion.  It looks wonderful.  Thank you all so much for 
supporting this project.  The south facing roof sec-
tions are getting reinforced so that we can put solar 
panels on them- the older section this year (see Sa-
rah Bolster’s note) and the multipurpose roof some-
time in the future.  As many of you may have noticed 
the gate has been locked in the evenings and on 
weekends, but the playground and athletic fields are 
available for use any time.  We do ask that you take 
care to avoid the construction areas. 
 
Since this is the August issue I feel obliged to an-
nounce that the first day of school (sorry kids) is Au-
gust 27th.  There will be a Parent Breakfast that first 
morning at 8:15 so that parents can meet each other 
as the kids get acquainted or reacquainted with each 
other.  That’s it for now.  Enjoy the rest of our glori-
ous summer!!! 

Submitted by Adrienne Raymond 

A Healthy Crown Does Not  
Always Equal A Healthy Tree 

The photos and articles from the recent summer hail 
and wind storms in Poultney and Rutland show what 
mother nature can do during severe weather events.   
I noticed that several photos included large “older” 
trees apparently snapped off with parts of their 
crowns lying on the roof of a house.   A closer inspec-
tion of these trees would reveal I’m sure a very 
healthy live crown of very green leaves and below it a 
trunk either completely or partially hollow.   That 
trunk, in addition to holding the live crown up, grows 
the annual ring of wood that keeps the relationship 
between crown and tree diameter constant.  In other 
words the crown can only get as large as the tree’s 
ability to hold it up and this works very well while 
obeying the laws of physics completely UNTIL the 
strength of the tree is compromised by becoming hol-
low.  Think of trying to hold something heavy up with 
a drinking straw instead of a solid steel rod.  Most of 
the wood in a tree trunk is heartwood and has noth-
ing to do with keeping leaves green and everything to 
do with holding that crown up.  
 
 Since this is heartwood’s only function the tree can 
exist nicely without it and many trees in a given forest  
have some degree of “hollowness” that provide shel-
ter for several species of birds and mammals.  It is a 
natural part of how forests grow and as trees age and 
get ever larger they do fall down just as described 
above.   But a large tree in your yard is more vulner-
able to these storms since it is usually standing alone 
without  nearby forest neighbors to help break up the 
force  of the wind; has a larger crown than a forest 
tree of similar height; and is more vulnerable to trunk 
wounds that would allow it to become hollow in the 
first place.  So as you admire the trees providing 
shade in your yard this summer be relieved that all of 
the leaves are green and that the tree appears 
healthy.  But wander over and take a closer  look for 
cracks in the bark, piles of sawdust at the base, or 
perhaps an old branch that did not fall off and allowed 
decay to start into the tree at  that point.  All are signs 
of a tree in some state of losing the wood that is hold-
ing it up.  The wood decay process is a very slow 
one, especially in larger trees.  But it is a process 
worth looking for to insure that the trees providing the 
beauty to our homes are healthy. 

Gary Salmon, Tree Warden 
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Your neighbors in this photo spent 
the morning on June 28th as part of 
the Vermont Forrest and Parks Habi-
tat Restoration team. They applied 
their muscles and brawn trying to 
eradicate a cluster of phragmities 
along the CCC Road. If heading over 
to Plymouth, you will notice sand 
filled bags holding down black plastic 
on the left which covers a wetland 
area that previously harbored the 
roots of the phragmities and will try 
to contain further growth of this per-
sistent invasive plant. 
 

Why is your Shrewsbury Conserva-
tion Commission (SCC) focusing in-
creased efforts on invasive species? 
Both insects and plants cause seri-
ous environmental problems by killing or crowding 
out native inhabitants and completely altering the 
whole ecosystem. Some, like the Emerald Ash Borer, 
will kill a whole species of Ash trees, while others, 
like Wild Parsnip, choke out native growth and create 
painful and serious blistering in people who unknow-
ingly pick its pretty flowers. 
 
The small team of Vermont Forest, Parks, and Rec-
reation employees designated by the state to deal 
with invasive problems cannot possibly eradicate the 
problem sites, nor can your SCC. BUT – spreading 
awareness to our residents CAN help! In upcoming 
months, we hope to help our neighbors become 
more aware of different invasive problems in our 
town – and will provide you with links that will de-
scribe what they look like as well as information on 

The Shrewsbury conservation commission Invasives Corner  

2

how to eradicate the invasive if pos-
sible. 
Early detection of invasive plants 
and a rapid response to remove 
them is crucial. If property owners 
would walk their property and every-
one would keep an eye out for road-
side areas with problems, that would 
be an important first step.  
 
 Notifying a member of the SCC 
about the invasives you find will help 
us be aware as we begin mapping 
out problem areas. Becoming famil-
iar with the following links will help 
you identify invasive plants and give 
you detailed information on how to 
get rid of them. Each plant has a 
prescription for the method and time 
of year that is most effective to erad-

icate it. Cutting at some times of the year can re-
move the problem – but cutting at all, or at the wrong 
time of the year for that plant, can actually spread it. 
It is important to treat each invasive plant according 
to its prescription. 
 
For a super link on invasive plant treatment infor-
mation, go to vtinvasives.org, click on "Plants," click 
on "gallery of invaders", click on the species you're 
interested in, and look at the bottom left corner of 
that page for the brown "fact sheet" button (you may 
need to scroll down the page to see it). Then, click 
on the brown button to access detailed treatment 
information.  
 
On our Town website www.shrewsburyvt.org , if you 
visit the SCC page (under dropdown tab Town De-

partments), you will find numerous 
links that are interesting and helpful. 
One page, called Tutorials and Quiz-
zes for Vermont Invasive Species, is a 
fun site that provides you with infor-
mation and a 10-question quiz after-
ward to help you see if you understood 
the info provided! On a rainy day, stop 
by and browse the sites!  And don’t 
hesitate to contact Colleen Balch if you 
have hard-to-answer questions. She is 
friendly and knowledgeable! Email her 
at 
colleen.balch@state.vt.us.  

Submitted by Louise Duda 

We Want You!  
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Coming Events: 
Saturday, August 2 @ 7:30pm, Shrewsbury Moun-
tain School (rain or shine): METTAWEE THEATRE 
COMPANY presents a revival of “The Dancing Fox: 
Wisdom Tales of the Middle East.” The production 
draws on the folk tales, fables, and shared traditions 
of Jews and Arabs including the Sufi mystics. Ad-
mission: adults $8, children $1 (under 12). Ginger-
bread will be for sale before and after the show. 
 
Saturday, August 16: The ANNUAL STREET 
DANCE & HAYSTACK DINNER: See our ad in this 
issue of the Times. 
 
Continuing Events: 
Sunday, August 17 @ 4pm: FAMOUS BOOKS 
BOOK CLUB discusses Anton Chekhov’s “Uncle 
Vanya,” which will be performed at the Weston play-
house later this month. Books will be available at the 
Library; please call Joan for more copies (492-3550). 
 
Sunday, August 24 @ 4pm: SCIENCE BOOK CLUB: 
The Girls of Atomic City: The Untold Story of the 
Women Who Helped Win World War II  by Denise 
Kiernan. 

•Thank you to Rene Pollock for the beautiful flowers 
she brings every week! 
  
•We’re very pleased to announce that Judy Emerick 
has been elected to the Board of Trustees for a full-
year position. Judy, a dedicated reader and Library 
staffer, will fill the term just vacated by Larry Wil-
liams. 
 
•Many thanks to Larry for his years as a trustee: 
drafting meeting Room policies, helping with events, 
staffing, and more. We thank him, too, for letting us 
know promptly that he no longer has time to serve. 
 
•*With these changes, we now have an opening for a 
trustee willing to serve from October until May to al-
ternate with Turiya Levy, whose teaching commit-
ments limit her service to the summer months. If 
you’re interested in small libraries, can attend meet-
ings the second Tuesday of every month, are willing 
to staff during Library hours, and want to be part of a 
dynamic community organization, please call a 
member of our Nominating Committee: Gail Hartigan 
(492-3605); Lisa Sharrow (492-3732); or Dirk Thom-
as (492-3549).  

New Books include: 
• Diary of the Dark Years, 1940-1945: Collabora-

tion, Resistance, and Daily Life in Occupied Paris 
by Jean Guehenno. A classic act of witness. 

• Landline by Rainbow Rowell: Adult fiction by a 
popular YA author. 

• Factory Man: How One Furniture Maker Battled 
Offshoring, Stayed Local and Helped Save an 
American Town by Beth Macy. 

• California by Edan Lepucki: A futuristic first novel 
by an anti-Amazon author. 

 
New DVDs: 
• “Mad Men: Season 6” The latest in the popular 

TV series; 
• “Le Weekend”: The highly praised new feature 

film; 
• “Freedom Summer”: The PBS documentary on 

the Civil Rights movement. 
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Wednesdays @ 6:30pm: QUILTERS’ GROUP: Meet-
ing at Lucille Fiske’s home, all welcome. 
Please call Donna Swartz for information, 773-7403.  
 
Alternate Thursdays @ 7pm: WRITERS’ GROUP. 
Please contact Martha Izzi (492-3346) or Penelope 
Weiss (492-3345). 
 
By appointment: COMPUTER OFFICE HOURS. 
Please Scott Garren: Scott@GarrenShay.com 

Well, summer has arrived in Shrewsbury! Being out-
doors is a pleasure, and there are so many wonder-
ful things to do. It is also a time to kick back and 
read for fun, so come in and browse our selection; 
we have something for everyone. 
 
On Wednesdays, during the month of August, be-
ginning August 6th, I will be offering a story hour at 
the Library from 11a.m – 12p.m.  Any age is wel-
come. I love reading to kids, and will pick out some 
of my favorite books. As always, I am open to any 
suggestions. 
 
We are still re-organizing the Ben Perry room, but it 
will soon be done. So stop by some time and look 
around. If it’s on a Wednesday, you can settle down 
for some good listening.  I hope to see you there. 

Pam Grace, Children’s Librarian 
492-3529   pamgrace@vermontel.net 
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Library News Submitted by Joan Aleshire 

In Memory: 
Rene Lincoln was an outstanding member of our 
community and will be greatly missed. Her warmth, 
idealism, and dedication to others were, and are, an 
inspiration. She was a wonderful Library Trustee for 
several years, and continued to support Library ef-
forts ever after. Her beautifully painted stool was a 
hit at our most recent Silent Auction; the lucky bidder 
(Joan) is grateful to have its image of a dove in flight 
as a symbol of Rene’s life. 
 
Coming Events:  
Saturday, July 12 @ 10am to 3pm: CAVE PAINTING 
WITH CHARLIE PAQUIN. Primitive skills teacher 
Charlie Paquin will conduct a participatory workshop 
on making paint and creating rock art. Participants 
will make grease paint using natural materials and 
apply it to rock surfaces to create “cave paintings.” 
Charlie will show how soft rocks can be “pecked” to 
alter their shape before painting. He will bring some 
materials, but asks participants to bring slabs of slate 
or other flat rocks, soft rocks to carve, rocks with in-
teresting animal shapes, and natural pigments. 
Workshoppers will crush pigments and make brush-
es of natural materials. Atlatl-throwing will follow! 
Please bring a bag lunch; we’ll provide drinks. 
 
Saturday, August 2 @ 7:30pm: METTAWEE 
THEATRE COMPANY @ Shrewsbury Mountain 
School, rain or shine. 
 
Continuing Programs: 
Sunday, July 20 @ 4pm: FAMOUS BOOKS BOOK 
CLUB: A Passage to India by E.M. Forster. Books 
available at the Library, or call Joan Aleshire (492-
3550) for more. 
 
Sunday, July 27 @ 4pm: SCIENCE BOOK CLUB: 
American Canopy: Trees, Forests and the Making of 
A Nation by Eric Rutkow. Books available at the Li-
brary or call Margery Salmon (492-3315) for more. 
 
Wednesdays @6:30pm: QUILTERS’ GROUP: Meet-
ing at Lucille Fiske’s home or the Library. 
Please call Donna Swartz for information: 773-7403. 
 
Alternate Thursdays @7pm: WRITERS’ GROUP. 
Please call Martha Izzi (492-3346) or Penelope 
Weiss (492-3345) for information. 

New Books include: 
•The Last Magazine by Michael Hastings: A novel 
about Newsweek  by a journalist who worked there. 
 
•The Sixth Extinction by Elizabeth Kolbert: This har-
rowing non-fiction report about vanishing species 
includes a chapter on our own Scott Darling’s efforts 
to save the brown bat population. 
 
•The Third Plate: Field Notes on the Future of Food 
by chef Dan Barber, Stone Barn Farms in upstate NY 
 
•Taproot: Coming Home to Prairie Hill by Martha 
Molnar: A memoir of moving to Vermont 
by a Castleton writer. 
 
New DVDs include: 
•House of Cards: Season 2; Orange is the New 
Black: Season 1. 

We enjoyed a lively visit from the Pre-school class at 
the Mountain School this June. They heard stories, 
looked at books, and produced an extremely creative 
mural which you can see hanging in the Ben Perry 
room. One of the highlights of course, was a ride 
down the elevator to the main library room. 
 
Work is nearly completed in the Ben Perry Room. 
Please stop in and see how it works for you and feel 
free to offer any suggestions. The legos will soon be 
available and the beanbag chairs will be downstairs, 
so plan to enjoy some time lounging and reading 
books. 
 
The family of TA Barron, who writes for young adults, 
has generously donated several of his books, includ-
ing some of The Last Years of Merlin series and The 
Great Tree of Avalon series. The books have been 
donated in honor of Grace Brigham, who is a good 
friend of the family. Many young people have enjoyed 
this series, so if you are looking for a good summer 
read, head up the spiral stair case in the back of the 
library, where you will find all of these books, as well 
as many others. If there are any books you think we 
should order, just let me know. 
 
There will be a story hour beginning in August. 
Wednesday will be the day, unless there is some con-
flict that I’m not aware of. 
 
I am new at this position, and open to all suggestions 
and comments. Our library is a community gem, and 
we want all to enjoy it. I hope to run into you there 
some time. 

Pam Grace, Children’s Librarian 492-3529     
pamgrace@vermontel.net 

NOTES FROM  
THE CHILDREN’S LIBRARIAN 
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Today as I was working in the house with the doors 
and windows wide open allowing the warm air to filter 
in, I heard the clip-clop of a horse's hoof. I looked out 
to see a woman on a horse sauntering away after a 
trip to the General Store! People arrive at the store via 
foot, bike, motorcycle, 4 wheelers/ATV's, snowmo-
biles, oh, and automobiles. Pierce's Store begins to 
come alive around 5a.m with the arrival of Rob, the 
baker and soon thereafter, the delivery trucks begin to 
appear. The day lasts until well after 7p.m when the 
rotating crew finishes up with the closing duties. 
 
During the Pierce's time, Marjorie would leave to 
make dinner and the store would close down for an 
hour while they had their meal together. Today, we 
call it lunch and the store remains open. The store is 
still the hub of the community. As I stood there watch-
ing the woman on the horse, I thought how many 
places in this country would I see this nowadays? 
 
Although the store remains active during the day, we 
still have the luxury of having the house and store to 
ourselves in the evening. Tim and I love sitting on the 
front porch. Most evenings, we will have our dinner 
out there. Three hummingbirds battle the feeder. One 
will sit in the old rosebush awaiting the other two. That 
rosebush amazes me. Just yesterday, hydrangeas 
popped out with the beauty of the old garden still last-
ing. The timing was perfect as my father (still empty-
ing out his house) just gave me my mother's special 
vase. The perfect flower for the keepsake vase! The 
arrangement was beautiful. 
 
The porch at first looked so sad and barren in the be-
ginning of the summer. I purchased four beautiful 
hanging baskets of pansies which I managed to over 
hydrate tenfold in less than a week. We hung them 
out in the sun on the old clothesline but it was too late. 
Dr. Joyce came over to evaluate as Professor Lee 
researched life expectancy of over hydrated pansies. 
There was no cure. So, I had a “do over”. This time 
with hanging begonias who need little sun and even 
less water. Tom, the farmer, who sold me the begon-
ias told me to report back in a week as I was sure I 
would do these flowers in too. Instead, two days ago I 
brought him a photo of my beautiful begonias. Please 
check them out on your next trip to the store. 
 
The garden in front of the porch is a community effort. 
Connie weeded. I am sure a few mysterious volun-
teers helped. I believe some plants were there from 
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years before and I added in a few more. Several 
came from a box of mystery seeds embossed in clay 
given to me two years ago with the idea that it was a 
box of chocolates. Nasturtiums amazingly popped up 
from these. Many a friendly conversation has result-
ed from that garden. It has created community. And 
then, there is the bird's nest under the eaves which 
has now just birthed a second batch of babies. 
 
We had a really nice gathering of the Vermont Youth 
Conservation Corp (VYCC) with friends for pizza on 
the porch. The VYCC are a group of 16-22 year olds 
who spend the summer in the woods fixing trails 
here in Vermont. We kept Pierce's pizza baker busy 
that night! We have had friends stop for a late after-
noon visit on the porch. But mostly, Tim and I sit to-
gether and watch those incredible sunsets as we say 
good bye to another glorious summer's day here at 
Pierce's.         --Stacy McKiernan 

!

 

LIFE 
AT 

PIERCE’S!

The Hungry Heart  Documentary 
As you are no doubt aware, Vermont has an opiate 
addiction crisis.  The Hungry Heart is a documentary 
film chronicling the lives of those addicted to opiates 
in St. Albans, VT and the doctor who helped them 
lead lives of sobriety.   
 
Having seen The Hungry Heart, two things stood 
out.  First, that the young people (and not so young 
people) who became addicted were not monsters. 
They may have done horrible things to maintain their 
habits, but they are not the other; they are everyday 
people from our communities: some poor, some suc-
cessful; some educated, some not; some from strong 
families, some not. Two that recovery is hard, re-
gardless of how motivated the individual is. Motiva-
tion is a necessary but not a sufficient condition for 
recovery. It requires support and treatment, and 
treatment doesn't always take on the first try. And the 
film also points out the general unavailability of 
treatment in Vermont.       

Submitted by Sue Ransom-Kelley                                                                                        

 
Meeting House 
Reservations 

To reserve the Meeting 
House, call Julanne 
Sharrow 492-3361  

TIMES OF SHREWSBURY  
Is online at the town website at 
www.shrewsburyvt.org 
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Memories Calendar 2015 Notes: 
The 2015 Memories Calendar will be available in 
August at the museum on Sundays from 1 to 3 pm, 
and at the Pierce’s Store and Town Clerk’s office in 
Northam. The calendar is $15 each. If you want a 
copy mailed to you, please send check for $17 
which will include mailing charge, made out to the 
Shrewsbury Historical Society and mailed to Ann 
Ridlon, PO Box 355, Cuttingsville, VT 05738. 
 
Along with her order for a calendar, we received a 
lovely note from Mary Ann Pratt Snyder of Largo, 
FL, as follows: "I always look forward to receiving 
the calendar. My thanks to the volunteers who 
spend their time and talent to produce this calendar. 
You create many memories for me. Shrewsbury 
holds a place in my heart. It was wonderful to grow 
up in your town. Thank you. Mary Ann Snyder." 
 
One of the photos chosen for the 2015 calendar is 
of Peter Lovejoy and wife at home. Recently on TV’s 
"Antiques Roadshow" a copy of one of John George 
Brown’s paintings came to light and it reminded me 
of the 3 very important framed prints that hang on 
the museum’s walls which were painted by the 
famed artist, John George Brown. It was through the 
graces of Nancy Spencer and Ms. Gina Greer, As-
sociate Director of the Spanierman Gallery of NY 
that the SHS is able to show these wonderful prints. 
Brown was an esteemed artist and well known for 
his particular use of country folk and everyday life 
 
In the late 1800s Brown toured Vermont and upstate 
NY and spent several summers in Cuttingsville at 
the Union Hotel. Across the road from the hotel, he 
found a perfect barn in which to paint his subjects. 
One print is of two local men, Peter Lovejoy and 
John Smalley playing checkers and the other, the 

On Friday, July 4 at 2pm, several members of the 
Shrewsbury Historical Society rang the church bell 
atop the museum three times commemorating Inde-
pendence Day. According to a recent article in the 
newspapers, it was on July 4, 1963, that President 
John F. Kennedy proclaimed the ringing of bells na-
tionwide with the words, "Let’s ring freedom 
bells!"And so a joyful noise was heard throughout the 
hamlet of Cuttingsville.. 
 
The Museum is Open on Sundays from 1pm to 
3pm until the last Sunday in October. 
We are open and we welcome you to visit and catch 
the special exhibit on the Statue of Liberty. Back in 
1985, Marjorie Pierce prepared a recitation all about 
the statue. Grace Brigham made a huge cut out repli-
ca of the statue and when Marjorie presented the 
program to the children of Mountain School, she hid 
behind the statue and pretended to be the Statue of 
Liberty speaking and explaining when she was born 
and all the facts about her getting ready to celebrate 
her 100th birthday. 
 
The cut out replica of the statue prepared by Grace 
had been lost until recently and we were able to re-
trieve it. Marjorie’s voice is strong and clear and in 
her wonderful way of telling stories, tells this one with 
sincere conviction. The children of Mountain School 
are grown up now and I am sure that they still re-
member that program. 
 
Fortunately, Marjorie’s recitation was audio taped. It 
was recently restored by Ahmet Baycu for the Society 
and can now be heard at the museum. 
 
Another New Audio CD 
was donated to the Society by Sarah Gibson. Last 
fall, she prepared and interviewed (with her father, 
Jonathan’s help) the following Shrewsbury folks: Bill 
Tabor, Donna Smith, Grace Korzun, Leonard Korzun, 
Nancy Spencer and Larry Carrara. 

Submitted by Ruth Winkler 
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same two men discussing race horses. The third is a 
print of a woman named Mrs. Boutwell quilting in her 
apartment above the horse shed which was just east 
of the Old Brick Store in Cuttingsville at that time. 
 
Won’t you come to visit YOUR museum this sum-
mer. Bring your guests and your children. We have 
exhibits that are of interest for all ages. 
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OUTDOOR FILM FESTIVAL 
to	  honor	  

5th	  Anniversary	  of	  the	  Re-‐Opening	  of	  Pierce’s	  Store	  
	  

to	  be	  held	  in	  the	  natural	  amphitheater	  behind	  the	  Shrewsbury	  Meeting	  House	  	  
 

First Showing 
Saturday. August 17 at 8.00pm 

Rain date: TBD 
Seven Chances, a classic 1925 American comedy silent film directed by and  

starring Buster Keaton 
 

Second Showing: 
Sunday. August 24 at 8pm 

Rain date: Friday August 29 

The Gold Rush, a classic 1925 American silent comedy written, produced,  
directed by, and starring Charlie Chaplin 

	  
Donations	  are	  voluntary 

The Senior Lunch Group had a fun group of 11 at the Fairhaven Inn on July 8. From left to right; Linda, Doris, 
Donna, Rene, Rita, Penelope, John, Heather, Judith, Lucille and Edie. The group enjoys a meal together once 
a month at area restaurants. Newcomers are always welcome. 

Submitted by Heather Shay 
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The Shrewsbury Community Church 

Compiled by Sue Ransom-Kelley 

Community Needs 
Wedding, Funeral or Memorial Service Requests: 
Contact Pastor Rita Lane 775-2578, in her absence 
 
Worship Co-chair Sue Kelley 492-3738, 779-5241 
 
Community Helping Hand Requests: Contact Pastor  
Rita Lane 775-2578 or Donna Smith 492-3367 
 
Pastoral Care, Home, Hospital Visitation, Outreach Re-
quests: Contact Pastor Rita Lane 775-2578 

Times of Shrewsbury  August 2014  

Time for another FREE 
Community Supper 

Saturday, August 2 at 5pm 
at the Meeting House!! 

Awhile back there were several community sessions 
about how to make Shrewsbury a better place to live. 
The Shrewsbury Community Church decided that 
meeting & greeting folks over a good dinner would be 
something they could do. SO the suppers began, AND 
they have really been a fun affair, not only for those 
making the food, but for those eating it while chatting 
with their fellow townsfolk, and listening to the music.   
The menu this time will be 

• crispy baked chicken 
• a variety of rolls with butter & jam or jelly 
• Summer Salads, a buffet of different salads, 

especially those with fresh 
• garden vegetables, plus others 
• Dessert Table 
• A choice of drinks. 

The time was set so that those paddling at Spring 
Lake would be exhausted and wouldn't have to make 
that night's dinner AND those going to the Library's 
Mettawee Theatre could dine out before the perfor-
mance at 7:30. 

Rene Pollock,   SCC Chairman of the Supper 

Community Church Calendar 
 
• July 27 @ 1100am: - Annual Worship Service at 

Meeting House Rock on the CCC Road-Pastor Rita 
Lane.  In case of rain, we will worship at the Northam 
Church. Pot Luck Lunch to follow.  

• August 2 @  500pm: Free Community Supper at the 
Meeting House  All are invited.                                                                             

• August 3  @ 1030am: Worship Service and Holy 
Communion @ the Northam Church- Rev. Skip Dick-
inson. Please bring a non-perishable food item.                                                         

• August 10 @ 1030am: Worship Service @ the 
Northam Church-David Rice.                                                                                        

• August 13 @ 12noon: Prayer Shawl Meeting at the 
home of Judy Pitts 775-0678.  Please bring a bag 
lunch. Dessert and Beverage will be 
ed.  Please let Judy know if you can attend. Come 
knit or crochet for those in need. Don’t know how? 
We will teach you!                                                                                                                                                          

• August 17 @ 1030am: Worship Service @ the 
Northam Church-Rev. Bob Boutwell.     

• August 24  @ 1030am: Worship Service @ the 
Northam Chruch-David Rice.                                                                                                                                          

• August  31  @ 630pm:  Evening Vespers Service @ 
the Northam Church Rev. Cindy Yee 

FREE COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF @ the Library in the 
front entry way. All are Welcome to Come in and Help 
Yourself any time the Library is Open. 

A Message From the Pastor:                                                                                                           
May we walk in the sunshine of bright summer days.. 
May we dream in the moonlight of warm summer nights.. 
May our souls be filled with loving spirit as the rain soaks 
the earth.. 
May we have peace in our understanding and love in our 
hearts.. 
So be it!      
 
Summer Services Are at the Northam Church  
The Northam Church is the lovely white church with 
the tall steeple, fresh paint and lovely flowers out 
front; next to the Town Office on the Cold River Rd .                                                         
Mondays at 2:00 pm at the Center Church – Book 
Study led by Rene Pollock at Center Church.  “The 
Prodigal God” by Tim Keller.  This book is an in 
depth study of the prodigal son parable. Call Rene at 
492-3559 to receive a book (no charge).   
 
Thursday evenings in July and August, 7:00 pm to 
8:30 pm – Join together at the Northam Church and 
do chanting from around the world.  Led by Dino 
Rice and Janet Pelletier.  All are welcome!        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Mark your Calendars!  August 2nd 5 pm Free Com-
munity Supper Live Music Fun! Come One Come All! 
Scrumptious Menu: Crispy Baked Chicken, Rolls w 
Butter & Jam or Jelly, A variety of Fresh Summer 
Salads w Veggies from local Gardens, Assorted 
Desserts made by talented towns folk. Do you have 
a neighbor who can’t come out? We will make a To-
Go Plate to deliver to them.  
 
Opiate Addiction? What’s that got to Do With Us you 
Say? Come and Find Out! Come to the Shrewsbury 
Community Church & Meeting House. Date and 
Time to be Announced Soon.      
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Mettawee River Theatre Summer Production 
The Mettawee River Theatre Company will be per-
forming The Dancing Fox: Wisdom Tales of the Mid-
dle East at Shrewsbury Mountain School on Satur-
day, August 2 at 7:30pm, a program sponsored by 
the Shrewsbury Library. 
 
The Dancing Fox, a reprise of a 2003 Mettawee pro-
duction, is gathered from the shared folk traditions of 
Jews and Arabs, including the writings of Sufi mys-
tics, along with fables and folklore of the region. In 
these tales we encounter some clever foxes, dim-
witted fish, a vengeful snake and other colorful crea-

tures, as well 
as a number of 
wise and fool-
ish humans. 
New perspec-
tives emerge 
from the comic 
twists and trag-
ic turns of their 
adventures. A 
variety of 

masks, puppets and giant figures will be used to 
flesh out the particular realm of each tale. The Danc-
ing Fox is recommended for audience members 
eight years and older. 
 
Under the Artistic Direction of mask maker, designer 
and director Ralph Lee, the Mettawee River Theatre 
Company, founded in 1975, creates original theater 
productions that incorporate masks, giant figures, 
puppets and other visual elements with live music, 
movement and text, drawing on myths, legends and 
folklore of the world’s many cultures for its material. 
For more info on Mettawee River Theatre Company, 
and full schedule of this summer tour, visit 
www.mettawee.org.  

 

Some of the creative Mettawee puppets 

Chair Caning Workshop 
The Black River Academy Museum, 14 High Street 
in Ludlow will hold a chair caning workshop on Sat-
urday, August 2 from 10am to 4pm at the Muse-
um.  The fee is $60.00 per person and it includes 
caning materials for the chair the participant brings to 
the workshop to cane. 
 
The craft of chair caning was brought to the North-
east with the arrival of the Colonists who  preferred 
the bark of black or brown ash.  Today rattan is the 
most common caning material and rattan will be 
used in the workshop.  To register, please call 802-
228-5050 or email glbrehm@tds.net. Please visit our 
web site, www.bramvt.org for more information and 
directions to the Museum. Class size is limited, so 
please register promptly. 
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Library Book & DVD Reviews— 
Two ways to share: Please share your 
book reviews by writing them in the journals 
kept at the front desk at the Library or email 

to  maplesugar@comcast.net  THANK YOU! 
Book reviews are compiled by Marilyn Dalick 
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From the Library— 
Shrewsbury’s REVIEW OF BOOKS 

This is a selection of reviews from our “Readers’ Pick” 
journal kept at the Library. Thanks to all the contributors! 
Thanks to all our Reviewers this month! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Swimming to Antarctica: 
Tales of a Long-Distance Swimmer 

by Lynne Cox 
!!!!! 

Great story (true) of Lynne’s intensity, endurance, perse-
verance and humility as she takes on long-distance 
swimming in the most unlikely places—the Bering Strait, 
the Straits of Magellan, and yes—ultimately, Antarctica. 
Fueled by the words of a teammate’s mother that she’d 
someday swim the English Channel, she does that—
setting a world record at age 15—and way more. Sci-
ence, geography and human nature rolled into one. 

Reviewed by Martha Sirjane 
 

Where Did I Leave My Glasses? The Where, When, 
and Why of Normal Memory Loss 

by Martha Weinman Lear 
  !!! 

This is a good book! 
Reviewed by Barbara Griffith 

 
Murder in the Marais 
Murder in Belleville 

Murder in the Rue du Paradis 
by Cara Black (mysteries set in Paris)  

!!!!! 
I LOVE these! I read one on a plane to California, and 
one coming back—and couldn’t stop reading. 

Reviewed by Joan Aleshire 
 

The Beautiful Mysteries 
by Louise Penny 

!!  
Spellbinding setting—a monastery deep in the forests of 
northern Quebec—an intriguing premise—a monk has 
been murdered in the monastery garden—that calls on 
the skills of the kindly, calm (but haunted) Chief Inspec-
tor Armand Gamache. The plot is intricate without being 
compelling, though—and it gets hard to tell one monk 
from another! The Chief Inspector is good company, if 
this mystery, with its DaVinci Code echoes, seems unin-
spired.           Reviewed by Joan Aleshire 

 
Book Reviews Compiled by Marilyn Dalick 

!!!!!  Fantastic!  
  !!!!  Compelling, page-turner 
     !!!  Enjoyable 
        !!   Just O.K. 
           !  Not recommended 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

MARDI GRAS 2013 
 

Saturday, April 27, 2013 
7pm to ?? 

at Town Hall 
 

Music by 
The Shrewsbury Community Blues Band 

 

Helpers Needed! 
• CALLERS to ask local folks to bring 

food items for attendees to eat 
• DECORATORS to decorate Town 

Hall in festive MARDI GRAS style 
• COLLECTORS of admission money 
• KITCHEN / CLEANER UPPERS to 

serve food and drinks and help clean 
up after 

• FACE PAINTER for the kids young 
and old! 

• FORTUNE TELLER in your own little 
grotto 

• SOLICITORS request and/or pick up 
donations from grocery stores, etc. 

• MASK SELLER masks will be on 
hand for sale 

 
Please call Fran Patten, 492-3706 or 
Roxanne Ramah, 492-3675 to volun-
teer.      Thank you! 
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FREE 
Come and pick it up! 

A light green LL Bean love seat. 
In fair condition. Interested? 

Call Joyce at 492-3542 
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The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt 
★★★★★ 

This book is about the disappearance of a small oil 
painting called, The Goldfinch, by Cael Fabritius 
(1622-1654). The unwitting thief, a 13 year-old boy 
named Theo Decker, becomes simultaneously ob-
sessed with the painting and ridden with guilt that it 
is in his possession. Keeping the tiny masterpiece 
(13-1/4 x 9”) hidden and unharmed becomes an 
enormous burden for him as he jockeys its care 
while living an unstable life of loss, abandonment, 
drugs, and danger. Theo wants to do the right thing 
and return the painting, but even this becomes 
complicated, as he is fearful that the antique-dealer 
who has befriended him would immediately be 
suspected as an accomplice should he step for-
ward and return the masterpiece. This is a sus-
penseful, wild ride, and you will be amazed at all 
the twists and turns. I really loved reading the 
beautiful descriptions about the painting and its 
special place in the world of art. It really exists! This 
is an extraordinary book and is about so much 
more than just the painting. (The author is a gradu-
ate of Bennington College and was awarded the 
Pulitzer Prize for The Goldfinch.)         
reviewed by Marilyn Dalick 

 
The Shack by Wm. Paul Young 

★★★★★ 
A very good read—enjoyable, funny, sad, and ex-
citing! A must read.       reviewed by 
Pam Grace 

 
Twelve Years a Slave by Solomon Northup 

★★★ 
This nonfiction work was originally published in 
1853 and is still regarded as one of the best ac-
counts of American Negro slavery ever written by a 
slave. Brought to light again by the recent Academy 
Award-winning movie of the same name, this true 
story is about a free black man who is abducted 
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from upstate New York and forced into a life of slavery 
in the Deep South. The hope that sustains him over 
these cruel 12 years is that of seeing his wife and three 
children again. Solomon is a remarkable man--strong, 
intelligent, and resourceful. The writing style is very el-
egant and seems, at times, to soften the harshness of 
his masters’ inhumane, brutal treatment of their “chat-
tel.”  I was afraid to see the movie but am glad I read 
the book.            

 Anonymous Reviewer 

 
Tastings at Pierce’s 
At a recent Wine 
Tasting at Pierce’s 
Store Heather Shay, 
Kristi Bragg, and 
Lavinia Seide pre-
pared delicious hors 
d'oeuvres as a com-
plement to Sandy 
Bragg’s wine selec-
tions. Lavinia pre-
pared this lobster 
mold from a recipe for 
"Salmon Mousse!. " 
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Haystack 
Dinner 

Make-your-own Glorified Taco Salad 
and 

Street Dance 
featuring 

The Shrewsbury Community Blues Band 
  

At the 

Shrewsbury Library 
 

Sat. August 16 
 

6:30pm-Dinner       7:30pm-Dance 
 

 Dinner & Dance age 13 & up   $10 
Children 5-12     $5 

Under 5 free 
 

Cost for just the Dance $5 
Bring your dancing shoes and chair 
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BIG	  Tag	  Sale	  
at	  

	  996	  Lincoln	  Hill	  Rd.,	  Shrewsbury	  
	  

9:00am	  –	  4:00pm	  
Friday	  to	  Sunday,	  August	  15-‐17	  

and	  
Friday	  to	  Sunday	  August	  22-‐24	  

	  

Lots	  of:	  
household	  items,	  decorations,	  furni-‐
ture,	  clothes,	  books,	  	  China,	  etc.	  etc.	  

	  
Nothing	  will	  be	  priced	  –	  make	  an	  offer.	  

 

BIG GARAGE SALE 
 

--All Kinds of Things-- 
 

Saturday, August 9, 2014 
10:00am to 3:00pm 

 
258 Lincoln Hill Road 

Shrewsbury 

 
Grandma Frustrated  

with Computer Technology 
 
My young grandchildren have encouraged me 
to share the fun of buying and selling items on 
E-bay. However, they are more skilled than I at 
uploading photos and managing an account. 
Looking for an experienced E-bayer to guide 
me through the tutorials. Time flexible.  

Lee Rohe: 492 2300. 
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Tropical Storm Irene Bridge and Culvert Update 
 
Eastham Road - Since my last report, 2 more cul-
verts have been replaced as most of you already 
know. A new concrete box culvert just below Pierce’s 
Store on the Eastham Road has been installed and a 
similar structure on the same road at the Biddle 
Farm has been constructed, both replacing under-
sized metal culverts that were completely washed 
out by the storm. Markowski Excavating of Florence 
was the contractor for these two projects and they 
are completing most of remaining work this week. 
The last of the site restoration will be done in the 
spring. 
 
Governor Clement - Next year will bring the remain-
ing Irene bridge restoration work. Amazing, 3 years 
since the storm. The Feds will begin the new bridge 
over Sargent Brook in the Appalachian Trail corridor 
(Gilman Road out to the State Forest) on July 7. This 
is the earliest work can be done in the stream. This 
will be a major structure, 80 ft long, and paid for en-
tirely by the Federal government because it is on 
Federal land. Following completion of that bridge 
work can begin on the second bridge beyond the 3 
camps. That structure is being designed by our firm 
and will be placed out for bids so that work is com-
plete by next fall (if all goes according to plan). 
 
Upper Cold River Road / Brown Covered Bridge – 
At last FEMA has agreed to fund restoration of the 
landslide above the Brown Bridge. If you have not 
seen this, it is amazing what flowing water can do. 
The Town has retained a specialty geotechnical en-
gineering firm to assist our firm with the plans to fill 
this landslide area and restore the roadway. The 
work will involve moving the river back where it was, 
away from the now vertical slope, building a buttress 
wall of huge blasted rock, and then filling the land-
slide are with very large blasted rock to counteract 
further slope failure. Then the roadway will be rebuilt 
from the Cold River Road to the bridge with signifi-
cant drainage control. This is not a small project. It 
will be bid in the spring and costs over $500,000 are 
expected. It is very fortunate the Shrewsbury fought 
for the funding and will receiving 95% grant reim-
bursement.  
 
Brown Bridge Restoration – While not a project we 
are designing or coordinating, the Town has received 
grant funding to make improvements to the bridge 
structure itself. It will be important that this work be 
completed at the same time as the landslide work 
(access is available from the Wilmouth Hill side) so 
that the bridge is not out of commission into 2015. 
 
Check out the great report published free by the Ire-
ne Recovery Office at the Town Office and at 
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http://www.vtstrong.vermont.gov/Portals/0/Document
s/2013-IRO-final-report.pdf  
 
This report tells the whole story of the storm, the im-
pact and the recovery, with lots of photos. 
BUT!what amazed me was the fact that our little 
town of Shrewsbury was the 6th hardest hit in the 
State as far a the cost of restoration !!! Perhaps even 
5th because we are not complete with the work and 
the cost published in the report ($3.3 million) is prob-
ably low. We had more damage than Rochester, 
Killington, Cavendish and Grafton. But, since nobody 
knows where Shrewsbury is, the news hardly gets 
out. 
 
So, the end is in site. And the patient folks on the 
Upper Cold River Road may final get out next year. 
And the some folks may soon get to drive to their 
camps instead of wading the river. Amazing what 7+ 
inches of rain can do in a little hill town. 
 
Hope this helps folks know what’s going on. 

Mark Youngstrom 
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 Wild-
life 
Pose 
for 
Por-
traits 
Critter 
cam-
eras 
are 
cap-
turing 
all 
sorts 
of 
wildlife  
in 

Shrewsbury. Jason Wisell’s 
camera  
 
well-positioned camera  
 
photosJason Wisell’s critter 
camera captured portraits 
of Shrewsbury wildlife. So 
beware all you critters when 
you’re roaming around in 
the wilds!  

nonymous (who doesn’t want the critters to know where 
his camera is!  
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Versatile  
Home & Business  

Services LLC 

BRIAN 

 
802-492-2195
       

Building 
Maintenance 

Services 
 

Residential & 
Commercial 

Cleaning Services 
 

Professionally 
Insured 

Versatile Home & Business Services LLC 
Cuttingsville, VT 

Brian Ferguson - Owner 

versatilehbs@gmail.com  

Stacy & Tim  recently organized an impromptu piz-
za party on Pierce’s Porch for the Vermont Youth 
Conservation Corps (VYCC). The group is working 
on trails in the Shrewsbury area for the summer.  

Photo by Barbara Griffith 

 
FOR SALE 

 
ANTIQUE WATERFALL STYLE double bed, 
head board, foot board and rails.    $40.00 
OBO 
 
WING CHAIR - Antique, Queen Anne, tufted 
back, wood accents, recovered seat  cushion.  
$20.00 OBO 
 
ROCKING CHAIR - Antique, wood arms, up-
holstered seat & back.  $20.00 OBO 
 
2  BOOKCASE HEADBOARDS - Twins, (sol-
id wood, like new), bed frames included.  
 $75.00 OBO   Will sell separately - $40.00 
OBO 
 
LOVESEAT ROCKER COUCH - Antique Co-
lonial wingback. (Very comfortable)  $75.00 
OBO 
 

Call Ginny  (802) 236-2327 

Dispose of Leftover Paint! 
Unwanted old paint is being collected at several 
Rutland locations as part of the PaintCare Pro-
gram to recycle paint. It’s easy, it’s free, and it’s 
great to get rid of unwanted leftover paint! Check 
out the website for details and locations at : 

paintcare.org 
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RAVNAH Foot & Blood Pressure Clincis 
Foot Care is $10 at the following locations: 
• Friday 8/01/14 Ira Town Hall, 2832 West Rd., 

West Rutland 12:30 pm 
• Wednesday 8/06/14 Wallingford House,  Walling-

ford 10:30am 
• Thursday 8/07/14 Parker House, 129 Church St., 

Rutland 10:00 am 
• Thursday 8/07/14 Bardwell House, Rutland 12:30 

pm 
• Wednesday 8/27/14 Godnick Adult Center, Rut-

land 12:30 pm 
We also offer Cholesterol Screenings for $30 every 
month Clinics held at the Rutland Office are the 1st 
Monday - call 775-0568 for an appointment. 
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WANTED TO RENT SUMMER COTTAGE + 

PASTURE FOR 4 MILKING GOATS 
 
I am an author and nourishment con-
sultant from Boston seeking a unique 
situation to rent a cottage for myself 
& my four milking goats for several 
months in summer/fall 2013. 
 
We need a 1-2 bedroom cottage or house 
with a small barn/shed that has small 
fenced organic pasture and woodland 
trails for long walks nearby. The 
barn/shed will need one stall and an 
area that can function as a milking 
parlour. 
 
Ideally we would have internet access, 
and a full kitchen for making yogurt 
and cheeses.   
 
Please contact:   
Halé Sofia Schatz      
haleschatz@gmail.com 
781-863-8816 
http://heartofnourishment.com 

 
 

     Bake 
                          &      

      Book Sale 
  

At the Shrewsbury Library  
 

Saturday 

September 21st 
9 am to 2 pm 

 
 
 

Salvation Army Assistance  
If you know of people or families with temporary or 
emergency needs by the Salvation Army in the 
towns of Wallingford, Cuttingsville, Healdville, 
Shrewsbury, Belmont, Danby or Mt. Holly, please 
contact Town Clerk, Julie Sharon, at 802-446-
2336. 

Vermont Historian, Gary Shattuck To Give Talk 
The Black River Academy 
Museum and The Book 
Nook, both located in 
Ludlow, VT, will host an 
early American history 
talk, “You Can't Under-
stand the Constitution 
Without Understanding 
Shays' Rebellion” by VT 
historian and author Gary 
Shattuck. The talk will 
take place on Thursday 
July 10 at 7pm at the 
Black River Academy 
Museum, 14 High Street, 
Ludlow, VT, For further information please call the 
Museum, 802-228-5050, email, glbrehm@tds.net or 
visit the Museum’s web site, www.bramvt.org. 
[Gary Shattuck is author of Artful and Designing 
Men: The Trials of Job Shattuck and the Regulation 
of 1786-1787] 



 18 Times of Shrewsbury  August 2014  

JOHN C. STEWART & SON, INC. 
Celebrating 99 years as your Family Owned Ford Store. Come join the family! 

MCGOWN LANDSCAPING
Design, Build, and Property Services

Shrewsbury, VT
802-558-6832

greg@mcgownlandscaping.com

S U S T A I N A B L E  P R A C T I C E S

New Landscape Construction, Lawn Care, Seasonal 
Cleanups, Drainage Solutions, Light Excavation

68 South Main Street      Wallingford, Vermont 05773      802.446.2499

Celebrating Our 13th Year  
of Service to the Community

 

 2 

Also see our pottery at Pierce’s Store 
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Pierce’s Store 
Friday Night Dinners 

August 8: Weezie Duda is making  Dabie Sweet's 
Heart Stoppingly Good Ham and Cheese Casse-
role (Wallingford Locker Ham), Summer Salad, 
and Great Aunt Ida's Carrot Cake for dessert.  
 
August 22: Heather Shay is making BBQ pork 
chops with potato salad, baked beans and cole 
slaw. 
 
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s 
best to call ahead and reserve your order! 

 
492-3326 

 
if you are interested in making a meal, please 
contact either Heather Shay at 492-2284 or 

Sally Deinzer at the store, 
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Pierce’s Store 
Friday Night Dinners 

 
December 13 - Guest Chef Weezie Duda will 
make Roast Pork with Tomatoes, Fennel & On-
ions, Rob's Roll, Mini Cheesecake with Raspber-
ry Sauce. 
 
January 10 - Guest Chef Hilary Adams  (call the 
store for the menu!) 
 
January 24 - Guest Chef Connie Youngstrom 
will make Mini Meatloaves with Maplecrest beef, 
baked sweet dumpling winter squash, scalloped 
potatoes and something green on the side 
(whatever she can find that's local—spinach, 
kale, Brussels sprouts perhaps.) 
 
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s 
best to call ahead and reserve your order! 

 
492-3326 

 
if you are interested in making a meal, please 
contact either Heather Shay at 492-2284 or 

Sally Deinzer at the store, 
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Pierce’s Store 

Friday Night Dinners 
 
November 8: d Chef Carol Calotta will prepare 
Beef Bourguignon served over egg noodles. It 
will have carrots, mushrooms and baby onions in 
the stew and be served with a green salad. 
 
November 22: Chef Nancy Ellery will prepare a 
Seafood Lasagna with a green salad.  
 
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s 
best to call ahead and reserve your order! 

 
492-3326 

 
if you are interested in making a meal, please 
contact either Heather Shay at 492-2284 or 

Sally Deinzer at the store, 
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Thanksgiving Specials 
Rob has developed a pre-
liminary menu of special 
order treats for the holiday. 
They include: 
Pumpkin and Pecan Pies 
Cranberry Sauce 
Dinner Rolls 
Holiday Bread (with nuts, 

raisins, cranberries & apricots) 
 
The store will be open for a few hours Thanksgiv-
ing morning—probably until 1:00, but check at 
the store as we get closer to the day to be sure.  
 
In October, I ran a special on wine and in No-
vember I plan to do the same with beer. In this 
case, I’ll break open a selection of 6-packs and let 
you build your own from a variety of beers. Not all 
vendors allow this yet, but apparently it’s becoming 
more common. I need to research a little more to be 
certain which beers will be acceptable to sell this way 
and how they can be priced, but I’ll let you know 
when it’s ready!  
 
A big change is coming to the store in November. 
The check-out process is going to be much smoother 
as we’ll have a “Point of Sale” system in place. This 
will mean your purchases will be scanned and the 
price will show on a display without the volunteer 
having to enter the price and category of the item. 
It’s all programmed into the computer.  
 
Of course, there will be a learning curve and we’ll 
find that there are items on the shelves that were 
missed when the database was being populated. But 
we’ll get past those in the first month, I hope.  
 
This new system will make inventory management 
much simpler and will give the manager more time to 
spend on improving the selections on the shelves, 
refining pricing, promoting items through sales, and 
many other as yet unimagined benefits. In addition, 
and just as importantly, it will simplify the job of our 
volunteers.  
 
A big THANK YOU! to Randell Barclay who re-
searched alternatives and made the recommenda-
tion to invest in this system. Then Randell built the 
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system and populated it with our inventory. It would 
not have happened as easily without him.  
 
A Recipe SooFoo – Remember last month I men-
tioned this item as a really tasty protein/rice alterna-
tive? I found a great way to use it. I had some late 
zucchinis in the garden—they were a little larger than 
I like to have as plain vegetable, so I thought I’d stuff 
them for a supper one evening. I cooked up a half 
cup of dry SooFoo with some chicken bouillon and 
olive oil. Then I mixed in some chopped up veggies 
from the crisper—peppers, a bit of onion, some 
chopped greens and a few sad tomatoes. I placed 
the mixture into the seeded zucchini halves, sprin-
kled on some bread crumbs and grated cheese and 
baked them for a half hour or so. For the finishing 
touch, I turned on the broiler so the top crisped up. 
Yum! A very good supper indeed. And best, a meal 
in itself.  
 
You can find SooFoo in our “Bargain Bin” because 
the bags we have are out of date. But I can tell you 
that the bag I have – out of date – is perfectly fine. I 
hope you’ll try SooFoo!  
 
Finally, we are always looking for more people to 
volunteer in the store. If you have any interest, 
please contact Sally at 492-3326 or stop into the 
store. With the new Point of Sale system, I hope 
more folks will be interested in joining the Pierce’s 
team!  

Sally Deinzer, Manager 

 

NEWS FROM 
PIERCE’S STORE 

 
Monday-Saturday 7am-7pm  

 Sunday 8am-5pm 

1

During this time of giving thanks and reflection on the 
past year, on behalf of the Board of the Shrewsbury 
Coop at Pierce’s Store, I would like to thank the 
Shrewsbury community for being supportive of our 
adventure. Nearing the end of the year, it appears 
that our revenues have continued to grow—
accompanied by increased costs of goods, of 
course—and that we’ll end the year in decent shape.  
What a wonderful community we live in! Thank you 
all. 
 
Point of Sale System The efforts that Randell Bar-
clay put in during the past several months to imple-
ment our new computerized inventory system are 
beginning to pay off. Among other things, this new 
way of operating will allow us to see how particular 
items have sold over a period of time. This could 
lead to changes in what and how many we stock or 
make.  
 
Many volunteers have already attained mastery of 
the ins and outs of making sales and several are 
learning other features such as checking in deliveries 
electronically. As manager, I will appreciate the re-
duction in the amount of time I spend “counting” 
things: it will allow more time to work on inventory 
changes and adjustments to our pricing.   
 
Some customers have experienced longer waits at 
the register than in the past because we’ve been 
struggling with the touchscreen monitor, scanner 
wand, wireless trackpad, and items that are unknown 
to the system. We appreciate the willingness all of 
you have shown as we come up to speed.   
 
I am sure I speak for the full board when I say that 
on New Year’s Day we’ll all enjoy resting or playing 
with family rather than spending a good part of the 
day at the store counting and recording every item 
on the shelves.  
 
Holiday Specials  
As in past years, Rob will prepare a number of items 
from the bakery/kitchen for special order. Watch at 
the store or on our FaceBook page for what will be 
on the menu.  
 
In addition, we’ll be stocking or offering special 
treats: a few varieties of festive wines and bubbles; 
candies and confections; Thomas’s Eggnog; preor-
der turkeys and perhaps hams. Please let me know if 
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there are particular items you’d like to see in the 
store.    
 
Gifts and Gift Certificates Here’s a gift suggestion: 
purchase a bulk quantity of your family member’s 
favorite [fill in the blank!]—members can purchase 
for just 20% over the wholesale price and non-
members get the benefit of the lower price of pur-
chasing in quantity. Remember, too, that you can 
purchase a gift certificate to Pierce’s Store as a gift 
for someone special. Just ask the person at the reg-
ister. 
 
Music on Thursdays Do you know that most Thurs-
day mornings a group of Shrewsberries bring their 
banjos, guitars, fiddles or whatever to the store and 
jam? They take over the café area and have a grand 
time. Please stop in and listen or join in anytime be-
tween about 8:30 and 10.  
 
Finally, we are always looking for more people to 
volunteer in the store. If you have any interest, 
please contact Sally at 492-3326 or stop into the 
store. With the new Point of Sale system, I hope 
more folks will be interested in joining the Pierce’s 
team! Happy Holidays to all and have a Safe and 
Happy New Year! See you at the Store. 

Sally Deinzer, Manager 
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What’s in Store in August? 
• Five years ago at this point (I’m writing this in 

mid-July) all the pieces were coming together 
as a group of Shrewsbury residents worked 
toward the planned reopening of Pierce’s 
Store on August 25.  

• These pieces were held together with a lot of 
faith. Faith that our vendors would deliver to 
our corner of Vermont. Faith that our new 
managers would be able to figure out every-
thing that needed to be done. Faith that the 
tobacco and alcohol sales licenses would be 
issued in time. Faith that the decisions being 
made on what to put on the shelves would ap-
peal to our customers. And on and on. 

 

Sunday, August 31 
Barbecue at Pierce’s from 12noon to 3pm 

WWe will celebrate 5 years since those days of 
so much uncertainty.  Folks can stop in and eat 
on site or take it home to eat. A suggested dona-
tion will help cover costs. We’ll have a tent and 
some games set up to encourage lingering and 
visiting with community members.  
There won’t be any speeches! Details of the day 
are still being worked out but at this point you 
can plan to help us celebrate 5 years’ of opera-
tions on Sunday August 31!  

Special Events in honor of the 5th Anniver-
sary of Pierce’s Store’s reopening. 

* Classic Film showings August 17 and August 24 
* Barbecue behind the Store August 31 

See further information elsewhere in the Times. !
!

 Bread Soup or Hot 
Meal*  

Scone, 
Muffin, Other 
Baked 
goodie 

Sunday French Soup Scones & 
Coffee Cake 

Monday Wheatberry or 
Sunflower Seed 

Chili Scones  / 
Sticky Buns 

Tuesday Egg or 
Sesame Seed 

Beef Tacos Scones / 
Muffins 

Wednesday Hamburger 
Buns 

Soup & Pizza*  Scones /  
Sticky Buns 

Thursday Anadama Chinese Chicken 
Salad or Pulled 
Pork Sandwich 

Scones / 
Muffins 

Friday Sourdough Soup & ** Scones / 
Sticky Buns 

Saturday  Soup Vermont 
Croissants 
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Pierce’s Store 
Friday Night Dinners 

 
December 13 - Guest Chef Weezie Duda will 
make Roast Pork with Tomatoes, Fennel & On-
ions, Rob's Roll, Mini Cheesecake with Raspber-
ry Sauce. 
 
January 10 - Guest Chef Hilary Adams  (call the 
store for the menu!) 
 
January 24 - Guest Chef Connie Youngstrom 
will make Mini Meatloaves with Maplecrest beef, 
baked sweet dumpling winter squash, scalloped 
potatoes and something green on the side 
(whatever she can find that's local—spinach, 
kale, Brussels sprouts perhaps.) 
 
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s 
best to call ahead and reserve your order! 

 
492-3326 

 
if you are interested in making a meal, please 
contact either Heather Shay at 492-2284 or 

Sally Deinzer at the store, 
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Pierce’s Store 

Friday Night Dinners 
 
November 8: d Chef Carol Calotta will prepare 
Beef Bourguignon served over egg noodles. It 
will have carrots, mushrooms and baby onions in 
the stew and be served with a green salad. 
 
November 22: Chef Nancy Ellery will prepare a 
Seafood Lasagna with a green salad.  
 
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s 
best to call ahead and reserve your order! 

 
492-3326 

 
if you are interested in making a meal, please 
contact either Heather Shay at 492-2284 or 

Sally Deinzer at the store, 

1

Thanksgiving Specials 
Rob has developed a pre-
liminary menu of special 
order treats for the holiday. 
They include: 
Pumpkin and Pecan Pies 
Cranberry Sauce 
Dinner Rolls 
Holiday Bread (with nuts, 

raisins, cranberries & apricots) 
 
The store will be open for a few hours Thanksgiv-
ing morning—probably until 1:00, but check at 
the store as we get closer to the day to be sure.  
 
In October, I ran a special on wine and in No-
vember I plan to do the same with beer. In this 
case, I’ll break open a selection of 6-packs and let 
you build your own from a variety of beers. Not all 
vendors allow this yet, but apparently it’s becoming 
more common. I need to research a little more to be 
certain which beers will be acceptable to sell this way 
and how they can be priced, but I’ll let you know 
when it’s ready!  
 
A big change is coming to the store in November. 
The check-out process is going to be much smoother 
as we’ll have a “Point of Sale” system in place. This 
will mean your purchases will be scanned and the 
price will show on a display without the volunteer 
having to enter the price and category of the item. 
It’s all programmed into the computer.  
 
Of course, there will be a learning curve and we’ll 
find that there are items on the shelves that were 
missed when the database was being populated. But 
we’ll get past those in the first month, I hope.  
 
This new system will make inventory management 
much simpler and will give the manager more time to 
spend on improving the selections on the shelves, 
refining pricing, promoting items through sales, and 
many other as yet unimagined benefits. In addition, 
and just as importantly, it will simplify the job of our 
volunteers.  
 
A big THANK YOU! to Randell Barclay who re-
searched alternatives and made the recommenda-
tion to invest in this system. Then Randell built the 
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system and populated it with our inventory. It would 
not have happened as easily without him.  
 
A Recipe SooFoo – Remember last month I men-
tioned this item as a really tasty protein/rice alterna-
tive? I found a great way to use it. I had some late 
zucchinis in the garden—they were a little larger than 
I like to have as plain vegetable, so I thought I’d stuff 
them for a supper one evening. I cooked up a half 
cup of dry SooFoo with some chicken bouillon and 
olive oil. Then I mixed in some chopped up veggies 
from the crisper—peppers, a bit of onion, some 
chopped greens and a few sad tomatoes. I placed 
the mixture into the seeded zucchini halves, sprin-
kled on some bread crumbs and grated cheese and 
baked them for a half hour or so. For the finishing 
touch, I turned on the broiler so the top crisped up. 
Yum! A very good supper indeed. And best, a meal 
in itself.  
 
You can find SooFoo in our “Bargain Bin” because 
the bags we have are out of date. But I can tell you 
that the bag I have – out of date – is perfectly fine. I 
hope you’ll try SooFoo!  
 
Finally, we are always looking for more people to 
volunteer in the store. If you have any interest, 
please contact Sally at 492-3326 or stop into the 
store. With the new Point of Sale system, I hope 
more folks will be interested in joining the Pierce’s 
team!  

Sally Deinzer, Manager 
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During this time of giving thanks and reflection on the 
past year, on behalf of the Board of the Shrewsbury 
Coop at Pierce’s Store, I would like to thank the 
Shrewsbury community for being supportive of our 
adventure. Nearing the end of the year, it appears 
that our revenues have continued to grow—
accompanied by increased costs of goods, of 
course—and that we’ll end the year in decent shape.  
What a wonderful community we live in! Thank you 
all. 
 
Point of Sale System The efforts that Randell Bar-
clay put in during the past several months to imple-
ment our new computerized inventory system are 
beginning to pay off. Among other things, this new 
way of operating will allow us to see how particular 
items have sold over a period of time. This could 
lead to changes in what and how many we stock or 
make.  
 
Many volunteers have already attained mastery of 
the ins and outs of making sales and several are 
learning other features such as checking in deliveries 
electronically. As manager, I will appreciate the re-
duction in the amount of time I spend “counting” 
things: it will allow more time to work on inventory 
changes and adjustments to our pricing.   
 
Some customers have experienced longer waits at 
the register than in the past because we’ve been 
struggling with the touchscreen monitor, scanner 
wand, wireless trackpad, and items that are unknown 
to the system. We appreciate the willingness all of 
you have shown as we come up to speed.   
 
I am sure I speak for the full board when I say that 
on New Year’s Day we’ll all enjoy resting or playing 
with family rather than spending a good part of the 
day at the store counting and recording every item 
on the shelves.  
 
Holiday Specials  
As in past years, Rob will prepare a number of items 
from the bakery/kitchen for special order. Watch at 
the store or on our FaceBook page for what will be 
on the menu.  
 
In addition, we’ll be stocking or offering special 
treats: a few varieties of festive wines and bubbles; 
candies and confections; Thomas’s Eggnog; preor-
der turkeys and perhaps hams. Please let me know if 
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there are particular items you’d like to see in the 
store.    
 
Gifts and Gift Certificates Here’s a gift suggestion: 
purchase a bulk quantity of your family member’s 
favorite [fill in the blank!]—members can purchase 
for just 20% over the wholesale price and non-
members get the benefit of the lower price of pur-
chasing in quantity. Remember, too, that you can 
purchase a gift certificate to Pierce’s Store as a gift 
for someone special. Just ask the person at the reg-
ister. 
 
Music on Thursdays Do you know that most Thurs-
day mornings a group of Shrewsberries bring their 
banjos, guitars, fiddles or whatever to the store and 
jam? They take over the café area and have a grand 
time. Please stop in and listen or join in anytime be-
tween about 8:30 and 10.  
 
Finally, we are always looking for more people to 
volunteer in the store. If you have any interest, 
please contact Sally at 492-3326 or stop into the 
store. With the new Point of Sale system, I hope 
more folks will be interested in joining the Pierce’s 
team! Happy Holidays to all and have a Safe and 
Happy New Year! See you at the Store. 

Sally Deinzer, Manager 

Rob’s menus for the month 
Ever wonder when your favorite bread or soup will be fresh at 
Pierce’s? Rob has created his normal bakery schedule so you 
can plan. What’s shown is subject to change so you might want 
to call to be sure what you want is available. 

* Soups, Pizzas and Friday meals from Rob’s kitchen change 
from week to week. The anticipated schedule for August is:  
! Soups Dates          
Afghan chicken soup with squash,                                  

peppers and tomatoes 8/2, 8/20 
Chilled avocado soup 8/3   
Chilled cucumber soup 8/27  
Creole gumbo with chicken, Andouille and okra 8/8, 8/17  
Creole lentil with Andouille and kale 8/29  
French carrot soup  8/15, 8/24 
French vegetable with cannellini 8/31  
Gazpacho 8/16 
Italian lentil with sausage and vegetables 8/10, 8/23 
Mexican corn and cabbage soup with                              

pinto beans and potatoes 8/1 
Pumpkin coconut soup 8/6   
Southwestern butternut squash soup 8/13  
Split pea 8/9, 8/22 
West African peanut soup 8/30 
! ** Friday Meals 

8/1, 8/15, 8/29   Mac & Cheese 
8/8, 8/22   Lasagna  

Date & Pizza Variety        
8/6 Sausage & Peppers Pizza 
8/13 Greek Pizza with Marinara, Olives, Feta & Mozzarella 
8/20 Creole Marinara, Andouille Sausage & Mozzarella  
8/27 Marinara, Italian Sausage and Sweet Pepper Pizza  

What’s in Store in August? 
• Five years ago at this point (I’m writing this 

in mid-July) all the pieces were coming 
together as a group of Shrewsbury residents 
worked toward the planned reopening of 
Pierce’s Store on August 25th.  

• These pieces were held together with a lot of 
faith. Faith that our vendors would deliver to 
our corner of Vermont. Faith that our new 
managers would be able to figure out 
everything that needed to be done. Faith 
that the tobacco and alcohol sales licenses 
would be issued in time. Faith that the 
decisions being made on what to put on the 
shelves would appeal to our customers. And 
on and on. 

• On Sunday, August 31, we will celebrate 5 
years since those days of so much 
uncertainty.  

• It’ll be a barbecue from 12 to 3 so folks can 
stop in and eat on site or take it home to eat. 
A suggested donation will help cover costs. 
We’ll have a tent and some games set up to 
encourage lingering and visiting with 
community members.  

• There won’t be any speeches! Details of the 
day are still being worked out but at this 
point you can plan to help us celebrate 5 
years’ of operations on Sunday August 31!  

!

Special Events in honor of 5 years since 
Pierce’s Store’s reopening. 

!"#$%&&'(")'$*"&+,-'./&",."01/1&2"342+"%.5"01/1&2"672+""
!"8%9:;(1;":;+'.5"2+;"<2,9;"01/1&2"=3&2""

"##!$%&'(#&!)*$+&,-')+*!#./#0(#&#!)*!'(#!1),#/2 
!

Sally Deinzer, Manager  
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Carroll & Beverly Adams 
Joan Aleshire 
Craig & Margaret Angstadt 
Gary & Minnie Arthur 
Nate & Angela Bailey 
Steve Banik & Virginia Gundersen 
Randell & Dianne Barclay 
Michael & Elisabeth Bedesem 
The Beerworth Family 
Mike & Gloria Benson 
Rich Bettelli & Fran Patten 
Lucy Biddle 
Marc & Peggy Blumenthal 
Sandy & Kristi Bragg 
Michael & Carol Calotta 
Bud & Edie Clark 
Ed & Irene Cook 
Marilyn Dalick 
Scott & Bev Darling 
Dennis Devereux 
Raymond Diprinzio & Lisa Garson 
Stan & Louise Duda 
Lee & Jane Emerson 
Nils & Pamela Ericksen 
Tim & Kathi Faulkner 
Liz Flint 
Eldred & Lily French 
David & Jo Fretz 
Scott Garren & Heather Shay 
Jonathan Gibson & Eliza Mabry 
The Gile Family 
Mark & Carol Goodwin 
Bob & Irene Gordon 
Peter & Pam Grace 
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Tracy & Nancy Grieder 
Barry & Barb Griffith 
George & Bobbie Gulick 
Mark & Licia Hamilton 
David & Linda Hans 
John & Betty Heitzke 
Ed & Daphne Hemmer 
George & Betsy Hinckley 
Barbara Hoffman 
Ted & Martha Izzi 
Susan Jensen 
Dick Keane 
Krey Kellington 
David & Ellen Kennedy 
Sandra Korinchak 
Robert & Judith Landon 
Rita Lane 
Marcos & Turiya Levy 
Gerry & Chryl Martin 
Terry Martin & Vicky Gillhouse 
Hull & Taffy Maynard 
Michael & Jennifer McDermott 
Greg & Susanna McGowan 
Jeffrey & Pam Monder 
Georgia & David Mosher 
Phillip & Darcy Nelson 
Walter & Mary Nelson 
Connie & Jeff Noiva 
Kerry & Jan O’Hara 
Marjorie Pierce 
Kenny & Judy Pitts 
David & Dino Rice 
The Ridlon Family 
Dick & Lillian Rohe 

3

Brian & Patricia Sedaille 
Shrewsbury: 
  Community Church 
  Conservation Commission 
  Historical Society 
  Cooperative at Pierce’s Store 
  Institute of Agricultural Educ. Inc. 
  Library 
  Mountain School 
  Outing Club 
  Volunteer Fire Department 
Bill & Donna Smith 
Bob & Sally Snarski 
Spring Lake Ranch 
B.J. & Joan Stewart 
Morris & Martha Tucker 
Al & Ellie Tufano 
Liesbeth van der Heijden 
Ann Vanneman 
Howard & Deborah Weaver 
Judy Webster 
Michael & Phyllis Wells 
Nancy & Jim West 
Lou & Tess Williams 
Lee & Joyce Wilson 
The Winkler Family 

 


