
     Times of Shrewsbury 
 

February 2014   
 

 
 

Times of Shrewsbury 
 

March 2014 
 

Times of Shrewsbury 

 

April 2014 
 

Times of Shrewsbury 
 

May 2014   
 

Times of Shrewsbury 
 

June 2014   
 

Times of Shrewsbury 
 

July 2014   
 
 
 
 

1

It’s already been four months since we have lived at 
Marjorie’s house. We moved in the night that fell into 
October 1st. Through numerous volunteers and 
workers, the house had been lovingly prepared for 
us that warm welcoming night. All our stuff still 
packed in boxes, we wearily climbed the stairs to the 
bedroom which still housed the bed that came with 
the Pierce’s to the house when they moved here in 
1918. The history of the place embracing us as we 
fell asleep. Our new home! 
 
Neighbors welcomed us with open arms. Marjorie’s 
kitchen table still stands in the center of the room 
where we now spend hours warming ourselves next 
to the fire with our wood cook stove, yet another do-
nation from a local couple. We organized and set up 
home just in time for the holidays. The table has be-
come the center of our home. Whatever the occa-
sion, when friends and family stop by we always find 
our way to the kitchen table where we sit for hours 

2

chatting. There’s just some-
thing about that table. The 
table is oak and square and 
years back when Marjorie 
was alive, she would sit read-
ing the morning paper right at 
the same spot! We, too, are 
finding ourselves doing the 
same thing. 
 
Folks ask us how we like it. 
We love it. How can we not? 
It’s luxury. Never having to 

worry if we run out of some-
thing, we can just walk 50 

steps next door...in our slippers (we don’t!) with no 
jacket! And let me tell you, Pierce’s has everything! 
Between Evening Song Farm and Pierce’s, rarely 
have we had to run to the grocery store. I have 
pleasantly discovered some of their items are priced 
less than the grocery store. And for a chocolate lov-
er, it’s paradise! 
 
And skiing...hiking...walking...biking....as my partner 
states, from where the house sits, we have five di-
rections to choose from. In turn, this leads us into the 
woods, log roads, dirt roads, paved roads, hiking 
trails. An outsdoorman’s paradise! 
 
If we get bored, we just run next door, there’s always 
somebody to chat with. One Saturday morning I lost 
my partner for several hours. All I wanted was an-
other dozen eggs! Finally, I had to go over there to 
find him chatting. 

Stacy McKiernan 

LIFE AT PIERCE’S:  Living in Marjorie’s House 

2013 Town Report Coming in February 
The 2013 Annual Town Report will be distributed to all households in Shrewsbury on or before February 22 in 
anticipation of the Information Meeting on Monday, March 3, 2014 and the Town Meeting on Tuesday, March 
4, 2014. The Report will also be on the Town website at www.shrewsburyvt.org. 
 
The 2013 Annual Report will be in a new larger format and larger font size to make it easier to read. 
 
We hope you will review the Report to become knowledgeable about the activities and costs of operation of 
our Town. You will have a chance before voting to ask any questions and discuss any issues of interest at the 
Information Meeting on March 3. 

Shrewsbury Board of Auditors: Richard Biziak, Jonathan Gibson, Sanford Bragg 
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News from the Times about the Times 
The printer we have been using closed his business 
in December. Bob Underwood at RUP Printing in 
Wallingford was a great help to us over the last three 
years, and we appreciate his assistance. As we 
move on, weʼre looking forward to working with 
ExpressCopy who printed this monthʼs issue. 
 
If you want to get the news before the printed copy 
arrives in your mailbox, you can find it online at 
www.shrewsburyvt.org, the Town website, where it is 
usually posted before the first of each month. So if a 
copy is late to your mailbox, check out the website to 
get the scoop! 

Times Financial Report 12/31/2013 
Beginning Cash Balance $1,843 
Receipts (donations & advertisements)   $5,645 
Expenses (printing & postage)            ($4,731) 

Year End Cash Balance:             $2,757 
 

Your donations and advertisements make publishing 
the Times possible! 
 
 
 

Chryl Martin & Sandra Korinchak, Co-Editors 

  

The Times of Shrewsbury 
The Times of Shrewsbury is published monthly February 
through December. It is compiled by volunteers from material 
submitted by residents with the goal being to keep townspeople 
informed of what is happening in Shrewsbury. The views and 
opinions expressed in articles are solely those of the author and 
not necessarily those of the editors. 
 
All submissions must be accompanied by the name and phone 
number of the submitting person. All items submitted for publi-
cation are subject to editing for length and clarity. If Letters to 
the Editor exceed 350 words, they will be subject to editing for 
length. Any opinion piece will be deemed to be a Letter to the 
Editor subject to this policy. All items including letters are 
printed at the editors’ discretion. A letter writer of any letter that 
names a Shrewsbury resident or organization in a critical man-
ner must get copies to that resident or organization and to the 
Times by the 10th of the month prior to publication or it will not 
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Prevent.  Promote.  Protect.  
Old-style outdoor wood boilers emit 
dense smoke that can impact children, 
older adults, and people with diabetes, 
heart disease, asthma, or lung disease.  

The state’s Air Quality & Climate Division provides 
financial incentives for changing over to a clean-
er, efficient wood-burning system that meets par-
ticulate emission standards; call Jake Wakefield at 
802-828-1288 or vtwoodsmoke.org. 
 
Radon is the leading cause of lung cancer among 
non-smokers in the U.S.  It is a naturally occurring 
gas that results from breakdown of uranium in soil 
and bedrock...it cannot be seen, smelled or tasted, 
and the age, style, or location of a home doesn’t 
matter. Exposure to radon can be prevented and 
fixed by proper mitigation techniques (13% of hous-
es tested have elevated levels). Get your free long-
term radon test kit by emailing radon@state.vt.us, 
or call 1-800-439-8550. 
 
And lastly, a rental housing reminder. Rental 
properties must 1) have functioning heating facilities, 
in good repair, which vent to the outside, 2) be able 
to provide heat when 55 degrees or less outside, 
and 3) be able to maintain 65 degrees in all habit-
able rooms. If heat is included in the lease, the 
owner must provide heat to all habitable rooms when 
the temperature is below 55 degrees. 
 
Stay safe & warm this winter!   

Submitted by D. LeaHemmer, Town Health Officer 
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SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
Feb 2     *Super Bowl specials at Pierce’s 
Feb 7  7:30pm *Program on I Ching at Shrewsbury Library 
Feb 8    4:30pm *Free Community Supper sponsored by Shrewsbury Community Church at the Meeting House 
Feb 11  12noon Senior Luncheon at Roots Restaurant in Rutland. Call Penelope Weiss at 492-3345  
      or pw9@earthlink.net to place your reservation. 
Feb 12  12noon *Prayer Shawl group meets at home of Roxanne Ramah 492-3675 
Feb 16  4pm  *Famous Book Club discussion group meets at the Library 
Feb 23  4pm  *Science Book Club meets at the Library 
Feb 23     *Shrewsbury Institute for Agricultural Education Pruning Workshop 
Feb 26    5pm  *Last day to register to vote in March 4, 2014 election 
Mar 3    5:30pm *Informational meeting at the Meeting House 
Mar 4    10am-7pm *Annual Town Meeting Election 
Mar 7  7:30pm *Gary Shattuck talks about his new book at Shrewsbury Library 
 
Also see the “Singing in Shrewsbury” programs on page 4. 
 
* see elsewhere in newsletter for details 

Deadline for submission to 
Times of Shrewsbury is by 

5:00 pm on the 20th 

 of each month. 

 

REGULAR MEETINGS and EVENTS 
Board of Selectmen Meeting     1st & 3rd Wednesdays—7:00pm at Town Office 
Bone Builders         Tuesdays & Thursdays—9:00am at Meeting House 
Library Trustees’ Meeting      2nd Tuesday—7:00pm  at Shrewsbury Library 
Mill River Union School Board Mtg   1st & 3rd Wednesdays—7:00pm at Mill River Union High School 
Pierce’s Store Take-Out Meals    Friday nights 
Planning Commission       1st & 3rd Mondays—7:30pm at Town Office 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)  Sundays—10:00am at Shrewsbury Library, upstairs 
Shrewsbury Community Church Worship Sundays—10:30am at Shrewsbury Center Church 
Shrewsbury Historical Society Museum  Closed for the season. For appointments call 492-3324. 
Shrewsbury School District Board Mtg  2nd & 4th Mondays—6:30pm at Mountain School 
Shrewsbury Sno-Birds      2nd  Tuesdays—7:00pm at the Snow Angel Tavern  in Mendon 
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Dept.    Thursdays—7:00pm at Cuttingsville Station 
Conservation Commission       1ST Tuesday—5pm at Town Office 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Shrewsbury Town Website:  www.shrewsburyvt.org 

Town Clerk’s Office  492-3511                             Cuttingsville Post Office 492-3585  
Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm; Closed Friday                      Mon-Fri Counter 8am-11am & 12:30pm-4:30pm, 
                      Lobby 7:30am-5:00pm 
Town Treasurer’s Office               Saturday Counter 8am-10:30am;  Lobby 7:30am-10:30am 
492-3558 or 492-3487         
Wed 5pm-7pm             
               Meeting House  492-6050  (Reservations: 492-3649)                              
Transfer Station                 Health Officer  Daphne LeaHemmer 773-7157  
Sun 8am-4pm & Wed 1pm-7pm                           Emergency Management Bert Potter  773-2272  
                    
Shrewsbury Town Library  492-3410    Ambulance  773-1700      
Mon, Fri & Sat 10am-Noon       CVPS power outage  1-800-451-2877 
Tues & Thurs 7pm-9pm        Medical—Fire—Police Emergency   Dial  911 
Wed 10am-5pm AND 7pm-9pm       Rutland Hospital  775-7111      110713 

TIMES OF SHREWSBURY  
Is online at the town website at 
www.shrewsburyvt.org 
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In Memory of Sally 
It was a sad day when we learned that Sally 
Jones had passed away. She was always fun to 
talk to and had a great sense of humor. Sally 
loved all creatures great and small and was there 
for us when we had to have our beloved dog put 
down. Sally will be missed. 

Con and Ruth Winkler 

 
 
 
 
 

An Ode to Joan Sibley 
I happened to be in two groups with Joan Sibley. 
One was a quilter's group and the other was a writ-
er’s group. I shared writing with her not two weeks 
ago. It’s hard to absorb the reality of her passing. 
How can it be real? What sleight of hand does na-
ture use: now you see her, now you don’t? What 
magic trickery is this? She was a whole constella-
tion of experiences, accumulated wisdom, relation-
ships, deeds, thoughts and stories. Where is she? 
 
I remember her clearly—she tickled me so. I did not 
know Joan one-on-one, but I witnessed her over 
time in the context of these two groups. She made 
me smile inside. She presented shy and unassum-
ing with a whisper of a voice. But her eyes and imp-
ish smile disclosed a twinkle inside, which made her 
kind of mysterious and intriguing, wanting investiga-
tion. When she spoke, her curtain of shyness parted 
and you would get a glimpse of some unexpected 
facet. You might see her gentle, yet fierce, protec-
tion of those mistreated or her generous commit-
ment to the preservation of land. You might see her 
bold striving to be true to herself and to give permis-
sion to her creative abilities. Or perhaps you were 
infected by her playfulness and delight in others. Or 
maybe you were just warmed and calmed by her 
appreciation of animals and the subtleties of nature. 
 
So where is Joan? Perhaps the light and energy of 
Joan’s constellation has been transferred to us. 
Perhaps she continues to exist by way of the influ-
ence she has had on the world around her. I invite 
the memory of Joan Sibley to inspire all of us to 
bravely pull back our own curtains and let our own 
interesting facets shine. 

Turiya Levy 
Dec. 22, 2013 

 

~Singing in Shrewsbury~ 
Groups offered by Licia Gambino Hamilton 

 
Rounds, Rhymes and Silly Songs 

Friday mornings at Liciaʼs house 
Winter Session: Fridays through March 21 

10:00-10:45 a.m. 
This class is a continuation of Dino Riceʼs early 
childhood music classes geared toward babies, tod-
dlers, preschoolers, and a parent or caregiver. Drop-
ins are welcome! 
 
Please note: the winter session will end on March 21. 
Classes will resume in the spring.  
 

Family Music Class 
Saturday mornings at the Shrewsbury Library 

Winter Session: Saturdays through March 22 (No 
Class on February 15) 

10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Each class includes: singing, singing games, move-
ment/dance, musical notation, and percussion in-
strument play. This class is geared toward elemen-
tary-aged school kids and adults who would like to 
learn more about singing. Drop-ins are welcome! 
Please note: the winter session will end on March 22. 
Classes will resume in the summer.  
 

Shrewsbury Singers 
Sunday mornings at Shrewsbury Community Church 

9:15-10:15 a.m. 
This group is for experienced singers. We are sing-
ing four-part, a cappella music from the shape note 
and world music traditions, as well as rounds, can-
ons and madrigals. 
 

~All classes are free and open to the public~ 
For more information 

contact Licia at 492-3792  
or hamgam@vermontel.net 
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Thanks and Recognizing of Quilters 
Thanks to all who sewed and fashioned the stunning 
multi-hued quilt that I won at the recent Shrewsbury 
Library Annual Silent Auction, Cookie Swap and Raf-
fle. It is, in a word, “fabulous”... a wonderful melding 
of the contemporary and the old-fashioned: eye-
popping colors put together in traditional squares 
comprised of fine, small stitching. 
 
For several years the Library has raffled off a quilt 
made by master artisan Lucille Fiske; this year it was 
a collaborative effort put together by the Shrewsbury 
Library Quilters: Debbie Blecich, Carla Brown, Lucille 
Fiske, Gail Hartigan, Donna Reay, Donna Swartz, 
and Judith Thomas. It is truly a work of art that my 
family will cherish as our new “instant heirloom.”  

        Lillian Rohe 

LETTER TO THE EDITORS  

Lillian Rohe was the lucky winner of the quilt raffle 
at the Annual Library Silent Auction.  13 

 

Also see our pottery at Pierce’s Store 

Thank You!   
We thank everyone who came to eat in or take out at 
our Annual Shrewsbury Youth Group Alumni Spa-
ghetti Supper. We are using the proceeds to buy gift 
cards  for basic necessities for kids in Shrewsbury. 
 
Special thanks to Bill Tabor, Thomas Dairy, Hanna-
fords and Price Chopper for supplies to assist us in 
delivering this wonderful spaghetti feast! Special 
thanks to Donna Smith, Donna Swartz, Roxanne 
Ramah, Carol Goodwin, Connie Cioffi, and Rita Lane 
for scrumptious desserts! Special thanks to all who 
made donations to help us with our mission. I would 
also like to thank our loyal crew members for a job 
well done: Lynette Over, and: 

(Left to Right:) Heather Rabin, Crystal Kelley, Diana 
Smith, Anissa Sharrow Park, and Laurie Lernihan. 

 

Respectfully, Sue Ransom-Kelley 

Mardi Gras Organizer Needed 
I will not be heading up the Mardi Gras this year but 
would be willing to help anyone who is interested. It 
seems to have acquired quite the reputation for fun 
and frolic from folks from the surrounding area. There 
are lots of supplies at the Town Hall (Meeting 
House), and I can give you some leads for another 
successful gala event. Maybe next year. Thanks. 

Fran Patten  492-3706 

Thank You, Ed Hemmer! 
Ed Hemmer is completing his third full term as a di-
rector of the Shrewsbury Mountain School Board this 
March. Ed has served the town of Shrewsbury well 
over the past eleven years with his dedication to a 
high quality education for all learners and his sound 
financial acuity. During his tenure he also served on 
the Vermont School Board Association; Rutland 
South Supervision Union (RSSU) Board, most re-
cently as the Chairperson; RSSU Transportation 
Committee; RSSU Finance Committee; RSSU Ele-
mentary Contract Negotiation Committee; as well as 
many others. 
 
We hope that the community will join us in our thanks 
to Ed Hemmer for eleven years of service. Ed, may 
your days be full of sun out on the open water with a 
strong breeze. Happy Sailing! 
 
All our best, 

Sarah Bolster and Adrienne Raymond 
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Got your shovel 
ready?!
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IMPORTANT MUNICIPAL CALENDAR DATES 
ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION 

 
Wednesday February 26, 2014 5:00pm: 

 Last day to register to vote in the Annual Town Meeting Election at the Town Office. 
 

Monday March 3, 2014 – Informational Meeting 
Shrewsbury Community Meeting House / 88 Lottery Rd 

School portion will begin at 5:30pm. 
Town portion will commence after completion of the School portion. 

Shrewsbury Mountain School will be fundraising by serving refreshments during intermission 
 

Tuesday March 4, 2014 – Annual Town Meeting Election 
Polls open 10:00am to 7:00pm 

Shrewsbury Community Meeting House / 88 Lottery Rd 
 

You can vote Early or by Absentee Ballot up until March 3rd.   
Contact the Town Clerk for Absentee Ballot information. 

 
Volunteers to work the polls and count ballots on Election night are welcome!!   

Please contact the Town Clerk at 492-3511 
Submitted by Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk 

1

Hurricane Irene did what no other storm had been 
able to do since the CCC Road was completed in 
1935: damage it enough so that it remained closed 
for an extended period of time. However just before 
snowfall last fall the final repairs were made to a crit-
ical washout which completed the repairs and now 
officially opens the CCC Road to public travel again 
once the frost is out of the road in late spring/early 
summer.  

 
The CCC Road was built between April 1934 and 
November 1935 with labor from CCC camps in North 
Shrewsbury and Plymouth working from each end to 
build a “truck trail” connecting western Vermont to 
the Coolidge Homestead in Plymouth. Truck trails 
were built for the purpose of providing access “to and 
through” state forests for timber products, fire con-
trol, and recreational uses and the CCC Road cer-
tainly met those goals. Most of the labor by the near-
ly 400 workers was used to construct a new road 
from the present Stone House over to Route 100 
since a road already existed from North Shrewsbury 
into the center of newly purchased land for Coolidge 
State Forest (from Elmer Bissell in 1930).  
  
This Bissell’s Mill Road as it was called at the time 
had connected a sawmill to the better roads in North 
Shrewsbury since 1845 when John A. Russell 
bought a parcel of land and started a sawmill. He 
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sold the mill and land to D. M. White Lumber in 1894 
and it was sold to Elmer Bissell in 1899. This section 
of the CCC Road also served at least three home-
steads including John Russell’s (see Beers Atlas 
1869) and as far back as 1818 people were worship-
ing at Meeting House Rock. Thus the western half of 
the CCC Road only needed a few improvements and 
minor relocations to call it a “truck trail” while the ex-
tension of it over to Route 100 required the construc-
tion of brand new road. 
  
Company 1219 from New York settled into the CCC 
Camp in North Shrewsbury in November of 1933 and 
was replaced by Company 1169 in August of 1935. 
These men plus Company 145 from the Plymouth 
Camp were the labor force that created the CCC 
Road to a standard that allowed it to become the ma-
jor travel corridor between Rutland and Route 100 
for nearly 75 years. Over the decades the Depart-
ment of Forests, Parks, and Recreation has moni-
tored, maintained, and repaired the road even as the 
number and size of vehicles using it has increased 
as has the size of the Coolidge State Forest (5,000 
acres in 1934 to almost 20,000 today). Throughout 
these 75 years the CCC Road has remained as a 
fine testament to both the quality of the road and the 
force of Hurricane Irene. 

Submitted by Gary Salmon 

Welcome Back, CCC Road  
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Greetings fellow Shrewsbury residents, 
The calendar says January while the weather says something else. I realize it is time to start thinking about 
Town Meeting Day decisions and time to get information out. It has been a busy year and a growing year at 
the Shrewsbury Mountain School. Soon you will be getting a copy of the Town Report in the mail.   
 
I’ll go straight to the bottom line: I expect that our educational residential property taxes will be a 3.1% in-
crease over last year (income sensitivity factor will decrease 4.8%). This our second tax rate increase after 
two years of decreases but is still lower than in 2011; see charts below. The only variable (that affects the tax 
rate) that we as a Board and as voters have any control over is “educational spending” and thus “per equal-
ized pupils spending.” Our elementary per pupil spending is dramatically decreasing this year, -9%. This is 
because our spending is barely increasing, 1/2 of one percent, while our equalized pupil count has increased 
by 10%. Our per pupil spending will now be 14% lower than the state average, and even almost 10% lower 
than Rutland City. 
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))
Shrewsbury Elementary's per pupil spending versus 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
VT statewide average -8.1% -3.2% -1.6% -2.4% -14.2%
Rutland City -1.1% 4.2% 4.8% 2.2% -9.6%
Mill River -12.4% -6.7% -5.8% -5.8% -18.1%

Equalized Per Pupil Spending 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Shrewsbury Elementary $11,220 $11,888 $12,590 $13,200 $12,011

VT State Average $12,203 $12,287 $12,789 $13,524 $13,997

Mill River $12,612 $12,682 $13,314 $13,967 $14,180

Rutland City $11,338 $11,391 $11,988 $12,908 $13,167

Homestead Education Tax rate  5 year Comparison (Shrewsbury/ Mill River Combined)

Last re-appraisal was done prior to 2011, so all five years' tax rates are applied to the same property values.
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Our educational tax rate is derived from both elementary and high school per pupil spending. While our stu-
dent count has been increasing at the elementary school it has been decreasing at Mill River. The financial 
challenge at the Mountain School has been to keep expenditures from increasing while student counts grow.  
I think we have met that challenge. I also think Mill River has met their challenge of reducing expenditure in 
the face of shrinking student count. Their efforts can be seen by the fact that their per pupil spending has only 
increased by 1.5% even though their equalized pupils declined by 12%.     
   
I am looking forward to seeing you at the informational meeting on Monday night March 3. We will try to ex-
plain why our combined educational spending has decreased by 2.6% of the past 9 years while taxes in-
creased by 17% during that time. Stay warm and don’t forget to vote on March 4. 
 

Ed Hemmer, School Board Member 
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Photo by G. Martin 

Town and School Positions  
Town and School positions to be voted on at the 
March 4, 2014, election are below. To have your 
name on the ballot, Nominating Petitions with names 
of nine legal voters (1%) need to be delivered to the 
Clerk by 5pm on the 27th. Consent forms by the 
29th. 
Town 
One Moderator                        1-year term 
One Selectboard Member       3-year term 
One Auditor                          2 years of 3 year term 
One Auditor                             3-year term 
One Lister                                1 year of 3 year term 
One Lister                                2 years of 3 year term 
One Lister                                3-year term 
One Grand Juror                      1-year term 
One Town Agent                      1-year term 
One 1st Constable                   1-year term 
One 2nd Constable                  1-year term 
One Cemetery Commissioner  3-year term 
  
School 
Article 1: To elect a town school district moderator 

for a term of one year. 
Article 2: To elect a town school director for a term of 

3 years. 
Article 3: To elect a director to the Mill River Union 

School District #40 Board for a three year term. 

!"#$%&'(")*+',-%.''/%01(%12/$($/$'% 34546537

2013 2012 2011

Jan 24 25 19
Feb 19 27 17
Mar 29 36 26
Apr 36 45 37
May 52 50 51
Jun 59 63 63
Jul 72 69 68

Aug 65 69 69
Sep 62 63 62
Oct 53 50 56
Nov 38 42 41
Dec 25 33 34

AVGs: 45 48 45
Temperatures based on GMP/CVPS readings
for our area from 12/19/12 to 12/18/13.

Average Temperatures

Information for Seniors 
Information & assistance for older adults (age 60+) living in Rutland and 
Bennington counties is easily accessible by calling the Senior HelpLine at 
the Southwestern Vermont Council on Aging. Callers are connected  to a 
real person who can answer questions on a variety of programs and ser-
vices: transportation, housing, home care, meals on wheels, Medicare 
and Medicare D, prescription assistance, care-giver supports, financial 
assistance, assisted living, senior groups, recreation, etc. This is a free 
service of the Council on Aging, a non-profit agency serving Seniors and 
their families since 1974. Contact the Senior HelpLine at 802-786-5991 or 
1-800-642-5119; or visit the website at www.svcoa.org. 

Sand in Front of Mailboxes 
Just a reminder for customers 
on the Rural Routes. With all the 
snow we have had, could you 
please sand in front of your 
mailboxes so carriers can deliv-
er mail. Also, if you have a 
package and your driveway isn’t 
sanded, you will get a notice to 
pick it up at the post office. 

Cuttingsville Post Office 
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As always, my fellow board members and I thank 
you for your support of the Mountain School budget 
every year. It shows your trust that the administration 
and we are trying our very best to provide a quality 
education to Shrewsbury’s youngsters at a cost that 
is acceptable to you, the taxpayer. That is our prima-
ry goal, that balance between cost and benefit.  
 
To that end, we are continuing our support of in-
creased technology in the schools—not as an end 
point, but as learning tools for both teachers and 
students. In addition, the tests that the State man-
dates are web based. At a minimum, we need mod-
ern tools (computers) that can handle these web 
based assessments and enough of them to test 
whole classes at the same time. Our teachers are 
constantly learning how to use technology better to 
present more individualized programs for all kids. We 
as a board and administration are trying to find learn-
ing opportunities for staff that address all their differ-
ent needs and wants. To do this we are changing the 
way we provide for our technology support. Currently 
we contract with a single company who provides 
staffing for both our infrastructure and professional 
development (teacher training) needs. The decision 
was reached at a Supervisory Union level is that the-
se functions might be better provided by splitting 
these needs out. Rather than trying to find one com-
pany that can do one well and one not-so-well, we 
will open up our search for each separately in the 
coming months.  
 
There have been some staff changes this year. Dan 
Morrison (4/5/6) completed his administrative licen-
sure in 2013 and took a principalship at Stowe Mid-
dle School this school year. He is ably replaced by 
Molly Clark who was a part-time staff member last 
year. For the coming year, the increasing demands 
on administration in our school have required our 
moving away from having a teaching principal to one 
of a full-time principal. I know Deb Fishwick will miss 
her regular teaching duties very much, but this will 
leave her with far more flexibility to be even more of 
the “everywhere at once” principal that she is now.  
 
Our building is generally in very good shape. We 
needed to install a new boiler this past summer and 
next on our need-updates list are the heating units in 
each classroom. When the school was designed the 
up-to-date design had fresh air enter the building 
through direct vents in these units. Unfortunately this 
meant cold air was entering the room next to the 
heated air. This resulted in an uncomfortable space 
and wasted money due to increased fuel use. As 

2

part of our energy efficiency work our updated venti-
lation/heat recovery system allowed us to close off 
the cold air coming directly into the building, but the 
units’ fans and controls were not touched. This is 
next on the upkeep agenda. We will update these 
units 1 or 2 a year until all have been modernized. 
Our roof was certainly a topic of conversation this 
past year. We were excited when the vote in June 
went in our favor, not so thrilled when the vote was 
overturned in July, and our feelings were mixed in 
September when the bond vote passed by an almost 
2:1 margin, but timing meant the project had to be 
delayed until this coming summer. We have done 
our best to prevent further leaking this winter by in-
stalling heat tape in all the valleys and along the roof 
edge. This doesn’t allow us to remove the snow from 
the roof so we are hoping it will allow water to drain 
without entering the building.  
 
My last topic is the budget. First please allow me to 
say, this is the toughest part of being on a school 
board. The way our State funds education is difficult 
to comprehend. It is by far the fairest way that I have 
read about to fund education while still leaving it up 
to local communities to decide how and what to 
spend, but it is difficult. A number of factors influence 
the Homestead Tax Rate, but they all come down to 
the Equalized per Pupil Cost (EPC) at both the high 
school and elementary school. Our elementary EPC 
is down significantly from $13,200 for 2014 to 
$12,012 for the coming school year. This is due 
mainly to the increasing number of elementary aged 
students and is especially helpful because the Mill 
River EPC went up due to their dropping student 
numbers. Luckily the ratio of elementary-aged stu-
dents to high school students is also going up. The 
resulting Homestead Rate (including CLA adjust-
ment) for 2015 is $1.32 up from last year’s rate of 
$1.28. While any rise in your tax rate is unwelcome 
this increase does include the State base rate rising 
a full 7 cents this year. I won’t call us lucky, but we 
have a much lower increase than any of the sur-
rounding towns this year.  
 
In closing, I hope we still hold your confidence in 
making the right decision for the school and that you 
vote to support our budget. Please come to our regu-
lar meetings and especially to the Informational 
Meeting on March 3rd at 5:30. The 4/5/6 class will be 
providing dinner to purchase as well as coffee and 
snack items. See you there. 
 

Submitted by Adrienne Raymond, Chair 

SHREWSBURY MOUNTAIN SCHOOL BOARD REPORT 
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Library Hosts Talk: Using the I Ching 
 
The I Ching or Book of Changes is one of the world’s 
most influential ancient classics. Set up in symbols, 
it’s a collection of 64 six-line figures (called hexa-
grams). Each represents both a human situation, 
and an object or natural condition.  
 

On Friday, Feb. 7 at 7:30 
pm, Margaret J. Pearson 
visits the Shrewsbury Li-
brary and will be explaining 
what the I Ching is, and 
what’s made it so influential. 
Since its origins about 3,000 
years ago, it’s become a 
compendium of wisdom 
used by people of many cul-
tures and eras. 
 
Pearson will also walk eve-
ryone step by step through 
how to use the I Ching to 

clarify one’s thinking about decisions.  
 
Terri Apter at Cambridge University, the author 
of The Sister Knot, calls it “the oldest self help book.” 
She adds that “in Pearson's translation, it provides a 
new lens through which we can see the freshness of 
old things.” 
 
Whether you’re interested in trying this millennia-
tested method of making wise choices, or simply in 
understanding the world view of the early Chinese, 
join us at the Library! 
 
Pearson has made understanding ancient Chinese 
philosophy her life’s work. She studied Chinese liter-
ature and history with the luminaries Hellmut Wil-
helm, Jack Dull and Chan Hok-lam. She was elected 
a lifetime member of Clare Hall, Cambridge Universi-
ty. She has directed the Asian Studies Program and 
chaired the History Department at Skidmore College 
and the University Seminar on Traditional China at 
Columbia University. She recently retired from teach-
ing Chinese and Japanese history at Skidmore Col-
lege. 
  
Join us at the Library on Feb. 7 for a fascinating and 
enjoyable discussion about how we can use the I 
Ching as we face the changes in our lives. 
 

Sandra Korinchak 

 
Shrewsbury Author to Speak at Library 
 
During the summer and fall of 1786, the Massachu-
setts countryside exploded with the presence of 
hundreds of farmers occupying local courthouses to 
delay their work. Taxes had risen, debts could not be 
met, and judges were issuing court orders allowing 
creditors to take the property of farmers unable to 
pay their obligations.  
 
One of the leading protestors was Revolutionary War 
Captain Job Shattuck, of Groton, a half-uncle of 
Shrewsbury resident Gary Shattuck (former town 
outpost trooper with the Vermont State Police), sev-
en generations removed. Job was subsequently ar-
rested by authorities sent out from Boston, but was 
severely injured during a melee when he was cut 
down by a saber that almost severed his leg. It was 
the government’s drawing of blood, together with its 
violent invasion and search of Shattuck’s home, that 
immediately radicalized thousands of protestors, and 
which led to Daniel Shays assuming leadership in 
the event that has come to bear his name, Shays’s 
Rebellion.  

 
Gary Shattuck’s book Artful 
and Designing Men: The 
Trials of Job Shattuck and 
the Regulation of 1786-
1787 describes Job’s in-
credible life, including mili-
tia service in Nova Scotia 
during the Seven Years’ 
War, and at Lexington, 
Boston, Mount Independ-
ence, and Fort Ticondero-
ga during the Revolution.  
 
Further detail tells how this 
charismatic man rose with-

in the Groton community to become the largest land-
owner in town, a selectman and constable. Because 
of his reputation, his struggling neighbors prevailed 
on him to participate in the rebellion, ending in his 
becoming disabled for the rest of his life. 
 
Gary will talk about his book on Friday, March 7 at 
7:30pm at the Shrewsbury Library and  books will be 
available at reduced cost at that time. The book is 
also available through Amazon.com or from Gary at 
his home (phone 492-3579). His second book on an 
important time in Vermont’s early history is sched-
uled for release in 2014.  

Gary Shattuck  
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Program on How to Use I Ching  at Library 
The I Ching or Book of Changes is one of the world’s 
most influential ancient classics. Its purpose is to 
provide good counsel to its users, as they make de-
cisions during times of change.  

 
The I Ching is set up in 
symbols: it’s a collection of 
64 six-line figures (called 
hexagrams), each repre-
senting both a human situa-
tion and an object or natural 
condition. By considering 
similarities between the 
two, readers can plumb the 
wisest ways to cope with 
life’s ongoing changes. 
 
On Friday, Feb. 7 at 7:00 
pm, Margaret J. Pearson 

visits the Shrewsbury Library and will be explaining 
what the I Ching is, and what’s made it so influential 
over the last several thousand years. Since its ori-
gins about 3,000 years ago, it’s become a compen-
dium of wisdom used by people of many cultures 
and eras. 
 
Pearson will also walk everyone step by step through 
how to use the I Ching, to clarify their thinking about 
decisions. Whether you are interested in trying this 
millennia-tested method of making wise choices, or 
in understanding the world view of the early Chinese, 
you’ll enjoy joining in the sure-to-be interesting dis-
cussion at the Library. 
 
Terri Apter at Cambridge University, the author 
of The Sister Knot, calls it “the oldest self help book.” 
She adds that “in Pearson's translation, it provides a 
new lens through which we can see the freshness of 
old things.” 
 
Pearson has made understanding ancient Chinese 
philosophy her life’s work. She studied Chinese liter-
ature and history with the luminaries Hellmut Wil-
helm, Jack Dull and Chan Hok-lam. In 1997 she was 
elected a Visiting Fellow at Clare Hall, Cambridge 
University. She has directed the Asian Studies Pro-
gram and chaired the History Department and the 
University Seminar on Traditional China at Columbia 
University. She recently retired from teaching Chi-
nese and Japanese history at Skidmore College for 
over 30 years in Saratoga Springs, New York. 
Join us at the Library on Feb. 7 for an enjoyable and 
lively discussion about how we can use the I Ching 
as we all face the changes in our lives. 

Sandra Korinchak 

Shrewsbury Author To Speak at Library 
During the summer and fall of 1786, the Massachu-
setts countryside exploded with the presence of 
hundreds of farmers occupying local courthouses to 
delay their work. Taxes had risen, debts could not be 
met, and judges were issuing court orders allowing 
creditors to take the property of farmers unable to 
pay their obligations.  
 

One of the leading protestors was Revolutionary War 
Captain Job Shattuck, of Groton, a half-uncle of 
Shrewsbury resident Gary Shattuck (former town 
outpost trooper with the Vermont State Police), sev-
en generations removed. Job was subsequently ar-
rested by authorities sent out from Boston, but was 
severely injured during a melee when he was cut 
down by a saber that almost severed his leg. It was 
the government’s drawing of blood, together with its 
violent invasion and search of Shattuck’s home, that 
immediately radicalized thousands of protestors, and 
which led to Daniel Shays assuming leadership in 
the event that has come to bear his name, Shays’s 
Rebellion.  
 

Gary Shattuck’s book, Artful 
and Designing Men: The Tri-
als of Job Shattuck and the 
Regulation of 1786-1787 de-
scribing Job’s incredible life, 
including militia service in No-
va Scotia during the Seven 
Years’ War, and at Lexington, 
Boston, Mt. Independence, 
and Fort Ticonderoga during 
the Revolution. Further detail 
tells how this charismatic man 

rose within the Groton community to become the 
largest landowner in town, a selectman and consta-
ble. Because of his reputation, his struggling neigh-
bors prevailed on him to participate in the rebellion, 
ending in his becoming disabled for the rest of his 
life. 
 

Gary will talk about his book on Friday, March 7, at 
7:30pm at the Shrewsbury Library and  books will be 
available at reduced cost at that time.  The book is 
also available through Amazon.com or from Gary at 
his home (phone 492-3579). His second book on an 
important time in Vermont’s early history is sched-
uled for release in 2014. 

Gary Shattuck  
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*THANKS to everyone who helped make our 
HOLIDAY COOKIE SWAP & SILENT AUCTION our 
most successful fund-raiser ever: all the donors, 
bidders and buyers; the bakers; and the Library trus-
tees -- especially and outstandingly Lisa (and also 
Donna, Gail & family, Cedelle, Sandra, Woody, and 
Larry) -- who decorated the Library, collected, dis-
played, and data-based the auction items, and 
worked in the kitchen and bar; Marcos Levy and 
Mark Hamilton, who provided the music to sing and 
dance to. It was a great party that celebrates not on-
ly the Library but also our community! 
 
* CONGRATULATIONS to LEE ROHE, who held the 
winning ticket in our Quilt Raffle, and took home the 
beautiful quilt made by the Library Quilters’ Group. 
 
* Thanks to our fund-raising efforts -- the Silent Auc-
tion, the Quilt Raffle, the Street Dance, the Book & 
Bake Sale, and our annual appeal -- we are asking 
the Town for level-funding at $7,500 again this year, 
even though our annual operating expenses -- for 
heat, electricity, phone/ internet service, septic 
pumping, and insurance -- amounted to $16,171. 
(See the Library Report in the Town Report for de-
tails.) 
 
* We mourn the loss of JOAN SIBLEY, a long-time 
Library patron, whose remarkable poetry flourished 
in the Library’s Writing Group. We hope to have a 
collection of her poems in the Library in the near fu-
ture. 
 
* We note with appreciation the establishment of a 
new Memorial Fund, dedicated to the memory of 
LORNA MacDOUGALL COHEN, faithful Library vol-
unteer and reader. This fund will be used to pur-
chase fiction and non-fiction that reflect Lorna’s pas-
sionate interest in spiritual growth and transfor-
mation. 

1

COMING EVENTS: 
Friday, February 7 @ 7:30pm: MARGARET 
PEARSON, translator of a new version of the I 
CHING, introduced by her editor, Sandra Korinchak, 
in the Library Meeting Room. 
 
Friday, March 7 @ 7:30pm: GARY SHATTUCK will 
discuss his new book about his ancestor, Job Shat-

2

tuck, who took part in Shays’ Rebellion in the Library 
Meeting Room.   
 
CONTINUING PROGRAMS: 
Sunday, February 16 @ 4pm: Famous Books Book 
Discussion: BENITO CERENO by Herman Melville: 
A short novel about a shipboard slave rebellion, 
based on a true story. 
 
Sunday, February 23 @ 4pm: Science Book Club: 
THE DRUNKARD’S WALK by Leonard Mlodinow. 
Books are available in the Library. Please contact 
Margery Salmon: 492-3315. 
 
Sunday, February 2 @ 3:30pm: Quilters’ Group. 
Please contact Debbie Blecich, 492-3783. 
 
Alternate Thursdays @ 7pm: Writers’ Group. Please 
contact Martha Izzi (492-3346) or Penelope Weiss 
(492-3345) for information. 
 
TBA: Computer Office Hours with Marcos Levy. 

NEW BOOKS include: 
• THE REAL DIRT by John E. Carroll: A source 

book for organic farmers, donated by the Con- 
servation Commission. Many thanks!  

• THE BURGLARY by Betty Medsger: the true sto-
ry of the theft of FBI intelligence documents in the 
1970s 

• THE INVENTION OF WINGS by Sue Monk Kidd: 
Her new novel, set in pre-Civil War South Caroli-
na, about Hetty, the slave of a famous feminist. 

• DUTY by Robert M. Gates: The explosive memoir 
by the former Secretary of Defense. 

• Diaries of an Unfinished Revolution: Voices from 
Tunis to Damascus edited by Layla Al-Zubaidi. 

 
NEW DVDs include: 
• FRUITVALE STATION: Drama set in Oakland, 

CA, based on a true incident 
• 20 FEET FROM STARDOM: The documentary 

about the back-up singers in many famous rock 
and roll bands 

• LEE DANIEL’S THE BUTLER, starring Forest 
Whitaker: Recent history through the eyes of a 
(fictional) White House butler. 

 
MANY NEWLY RELEASED DVDs coming soon, in-
cluding VHS conversions! 
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Area Lecture/Discussion Programs 
February 2 @ 4pm: Science Pub at Three Toma-
toes, Rutland. Topic, “Your Brain at Work” (No 
Fee) 
February 5 @ 7pm: Vermont Humanities 1st 
Wednesday Program at Paramount Theatre to 
view and discuss  the movie Casablanca (No Fee) 
Each Friday in February @ 1:30pm: Osher Lec-
ture Series at the Godnick Center in Rutland (Fee) 

“Show Me Gala” Talent Show 
Looking for some fabulous February fun? You’ve 
found it!  On Friday, February 28 at 7pm the Mill 
River community presents the 20th annual “Show 
Me Gala” Talent Show in the Mill River auditori-
um. Hosted by the Mill River Friends of Music, this 
show will highlight performers of all ages who will 
sing, dance, and play for your pleasure.  This non-
competitive talent show is a fundraiser for the 
Friends of Music and the proceeds will support the 
music programs at Mill River. Bring your family and 
friends for a fantastic frolic! Tickets are $5 per per-
son and $15 per family and are available at the 
door. For more information email Mr. Bear Irwin at 
birwin@rssu.org   

Submitted by Cathy Reynolds 

 
The Shrewsbury Variety 

Show is back!!! 
 
 

Please join us on 

Saturday, March 15 
at 7:00pm 

at the Town Hall (Meeting House) 
 

for the 
 

Tom Mitchell Memorial 
Variety Show 

 
 
 
 

Sponsored by the 
Shrewsbury Conservation Commission 

 
It is time to 

get your ACT together! 
 

We are looking for music, short skits, 
the spoken word, comedy, etc.  

No auditions. Everyone welcome. This is a 
community spirit builder! 

 
Call Lily French @ 492-3304 

or email 
lilyfrench@vermontel.net to 

register your act. 
 
 

Let’s see what you can do! 
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Personal Musings 
Con and I want to thank the members of the SHS for 
the surprise article in the last issue. We are so grati-
fied, and humbly thank you so much and we hope to 
live up to your expectations for 2014. 
 
It takes a village is true. Without so many faithful vol-
unteers in our organization, there would be no SHS. 
We are always hoping that we would attract younger 
members who feel about history the way we do. Per-
haps this is the year we will attract new working 
members. 
 
I happen to be writing this on New Yearʼs Day, 2014. 
It has been a rather quick holiday season, a happy 
one for my family with their visits, but still, a melan-
choly one for me as I am finally coming to the realiza-
tion that each day is a gift and some days are sor-
rowful ones as I hear of the passing of dear friends, 
some recently. We are born and then in growing up 
we believe that we are invincible and will live forever. 
Not so. I suppose this is why I am so attracted to his-
tory and genealogy. Roots of families. The joy in 
helping strangers connect with some one or some 
place in Shrewsbury is overwhelming whether it be a 
gravestone, a plot of land with a cellar hole, a photo, 
or a story. 
 
SHS Notes 
After the museum closed on October 27, 2013 we 
received via e-mail requests for information about 
former residents of our town, a request on how Cut-
tingsville got its name; whether or not Salt Ash Moun-
tain was indeed still called by that name; and com-
ments from guests who visited the last day the mu-
seum was open. One gentleman remembered living 
here in Northam for his first 6 years and had particu-
lar memories of the Pierceʼs store. He later wrote that 
he visited the Pierceʼs store after he left the museum. 
And, finally, we discovered at the recycling station, 3 
receipts dated 1898 from National Express Co. of 
Poultney. I mailed them to the Poultney Historical 
Society for their records. 
 
Visitors from Afar 
During the season of 2013, visitors who signed the 
museumʼs guest book came from New Hampshire, 
Pennsylvania, Nevada, New York (Brooklyn, Cohoes, 
S. Glens Falls), Connecticut, Wisconsin and Massa-
chusetts. 

2

 
EXPO 2014 
The committee for the exhibit at Expo in June is hop-
ing that volunteers will come forward to help them 
transport our exhibit to the Tunbridge Fairgrounds on 
a Friday, and help staff the booth on Saturday and 
then on Sunday, to help dismantle and transport the 
artifacts back to the museum. More information will 
be forthcoming as we head into spring. 
 
History Book and 2014 Calendar 
Looking for a good read or a current calendar show-

ing Shrewsbury as it was? 
The history book, Shrews-
bury, VT – Our Town As It 
Was by Dawn Hance, at 
$20, and the 2014 Memo-
ries Calendar, at $15 can 
be found at the Town 
Clerkʼs office during open 

hours and at the Pierceʼs Country Store. 
 
Next Meeting 
The first meeting of the Society for 2014 will be held 
at the museum on May 6 at 7 pm. Presiding at the 
meeting will be president Grace Brigham, along with 
Vice President Marguerite Ponton, Treasurer John 
Elwert and Secretary Ruth Winkler. 
 
If you wish to become a member for this year or for 
Life, please send your dues to John Elwert, 499 
Shunpike Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738. The dues for 
the year are still the same: Individual $10, Family 
$15, Contributing $30, Life (individual or a couple) 
$125. By joining, you will receive a membership card 
and a copy of the an-
nual “Times Past” 
newsletter. By joining 
and participating on 
one of the commit-
tees you will help in 
keeping the Shrews-
bury Historical Socie-
ty up and running. 
 
Everyone is welcome 
to attend the meet-
ings. 

 
Submitted by  
Ruth Winkler 
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Beatles 
by nafiz 
 

Across  
1. Girlfriend of Stuart of 46    
across  
6. McCoys had one 
9. Second word in 17 down 
11. Carry ___ Weight 
12. Pines 
13. For No ___ 
14. Mewl 
15. ___ Me Tight 
16. ___ Epstein 
18. ___ Time At All 
19. Mangle 
20. Abounding 
21. ___ Reply 
22. Purr 

23. Whitlow 
24. Fourth word in 17 down 
25. Bring down 
26. ___ Can Work It Out 
27. Burning 
29. Churls 
30. How I Won The ___ , 
Lennon flick 
31. Sixth word in 17 down 
32. Tonics 
33. Sean was John's ___ 
34. ___ Naturally 
35. Manservant 
36. Capital of Western 
Australia 
38. Let It ___ 
39. Fifth word in 17 down 
40. I ___ You 
41. Prongs 
42. First half of eigth word in 
17 down 

43. ___ Moonlight 
44. Second half of eigth word in 17 
down 
46. First ___ player was Stuart 
47. Shade 
48. Cozen 
49. Canonical hour 
50. Three per inning 
51. ___ All Too Much 
52. Only A Northern ___ 
53. Harsh 
54. Employ 
55. Prior to Beatles, Ringo played 
with ___  Storm & The Hurricanes 
56. Brand of Paul's ax 
 

Down  
2. Shorthand 
3. He or she 
4. Modern music 

5. ___ Won't Be Long 
6. If I ___ 
7. The ___ 
8. Two Of ___ 
9. Glass ___ 
10. Venerate 
12. Third word in 17 down 
13. Fourth deck 
14. I ___ Be Your Man 
15. A ___ Days Night 
16. Unctions 
17. Tomorrow ___ Knows 
19. I Me ___ 
20. Cogwheels 
22. And Your ___ Can Sing 
23. Seventh word in 17 down 
24. Type of candy 
25. Book 
26. I ___ You (She's So Heavy) 
28. I've Just (33 down) A ___ 

29. Cords 
30. The ___ 
32. Capital of Oregon 
33. See 28 down 
34. Pit 
35. Bribable 
36. Benches 
37. Crowds 
39. Cambodion monetary units 
40. Olfactory organ 
41. Banal 
42. ___ Me, Roger Miller song 
43. Lacking highlights 
45. ___ Boy 
46. Osseous 
47. First word in 17 down 
49. Neither 
50. Stumblebum 
52. I'm ___ Tired 
53. From Me ___ You 

 
Look for answers on another page in this edition. 
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15. ___ Me Tight 
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18. ___ Time At All 
19. Mangle 
20. Abounding 
21. ___ Reply 
22. Purr 
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24. Fourth word in 17 down 
25. Bring down 
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38. Let It ___ 
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down 
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52. Only A Northern ___ 
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55. Prior to Beatles, Ringo played 
with ___  Storm & The Hurricanes 
56. Brand of Paul's ax 
 

Down  
2. Shorthand 
3. He or she 
4. Modern music 

5. ___ Won't Be Long 
6. If I ___ 
7. The ___ 
8. Two Of ___ 
9. Glass ___ 
10. Venerate 
12. Third word in 17 down 
13. Fourth deck 
14. I ___ Be Your Man 
15. A ___ Days Night 
16. Unctions 
17. Tomorrow ___ Knows 
19. I Me ___ 
20. Cogwheels 
22. And Your ___ Can Sing 
23. Seventh word in 17 down 
24. Type of candy 
25. Book 
26. I ___ You (She's So Heavy) 
28. I've Just (33 down) A ___ 

29. Cords 
30. The ___ 
32. Capital of Oregon 
33. See 28 down 
34. Pit 
35. Bribable 
36. Benches 
37. Crowds 
39. Cambodion monetary units 
40. Olfactory organ 
41. Banal 
42. ___ Me, Roger Miller song 
43. Lacking highlights 
45. ___ Boy 
46. Osseous 
47. First word in 17 down 
49. Neither 
50. Stumblebum 
52. I'm ___ Tired 
53. From Me ___ You 

 
Look for answers on another page in this edition. 

   The Prayer Shawl group will meet at the home of 
Roxanne Ramah on Wednesday, February 12 at 
noon.  Please bring a bag lunch.  Feel free to join us 
and if you don’t knit or crochet we’ll be happy to help 
you.  Call Roxanne at         492-3675 and let her 
know if you’re going to attend. 
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Also see our pottery at Pierce’s Store 

CLASSIFIED AD 
 

Do you have a garage I can rent? 
February & March 

492-3726 

MCGOWN LANDSCAPING
Design, Build, and Property Services

Shrewsbury, VT
802-558-6832

greg@mcgownlandscaping.com

S U S T A I N A B L E  P R A C T I C E S

New Landscape Construction, Lawn Care, Seasonal 
Cleanups, Drainage Solutions, Light Excavation
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The Shrewsbury Community Church 

Community Christmas Eve Service was a Joy!  What 
a wonderful time; gathering with neighbors and 
friends to sing carols in a place where no one is 
alone. We hear the Christmas story, told through sa-
cred scripture and though we have heard it 100 
times, we hear something new. What a treasure to 
feel God’s presence throughout the evening. There 
is magic in the music which fills the sanctuary, as we 
appreciate the spectacular sounds of the choir, or-
gan, bells, guitar and violin!  Our sanctuary is beauti-
fully adorned with large red poinsettias, fresh balsam 
wreaths and our majestic tree, decorated with white 
lights and gold and silver bells. With reverence the 
candles are lit and as the light grows, filling the 
shadows of this beautiful sanctuary and casts a  
glow on our faces, you can feel love grow. With 
peace and contentment we carry the Christmas Spirit 
with us out into the cold and dark of night in these 
Shrewsbury Hills.   
 
Special Thanks: The Christmas Tree was donated by 
Russell and Donna Reay of Paxton Greens. Wreaths 
in the Sanctuary & the front of the Meeting House 
were given by Annette Baker Parrish: In Memory of 
Don Parrish, Carter & Evelyn Baker and Bob & Nan 
Balewicz. The Kelley Family: In Memory of Charles 
Harrison Kelley. Roxanne Ramah: In Memory of Fred 
Ramah and Ray & Rhea Roberts. Congregation: In 
Memory of.Donato Carrara, Everett Doerfel, Larry 
Freeman, Michael Heleba, Edna Klein, Joan Sibley, 
Phyllis Tabor & Theresa Wetherby. Poinsettias in the 
Sanctuary were given by: Rip & Rene Lincoln: In 
Memory of George J. Lincoln III. Mr & Mrs Franklin 
G. Schoch. Fran Patten & Rich Bettelli: In Memory of 
loved ones in the Patten & Bettelli Families. Candle 
Lighters: Crystal Kelley, Meghan Faulkner, Angie 
Sharrow & Mason Sharrow. Ushers: Richard Littler, 
Thomas Kelley, Matthew Johnson & Cody Richard-
son. Choir Members: Scott Garren, John Lorentz, 
Karen Lorentz, Karen Lorentzon, Larry Williams, 
Gary Salmon, Julanne Sharrow, Heather Shay, Dick 
Swartz, Donna Swartz; including Musicians: Rita 
Lane,  Marcos Levy &  Roxanne Ramah. Readers:  
Rene Lincoln, Pat Richardson, Meghan Faulkner,  
Ruth Kinne, Cynthia Thornton, John Lorentz, Crystal 
Kelley, Larry Williams,  Lynette Over & Sue Ransom-
Kelley. 

FREE Community Supper 
February 8 @ 4:30pm 

Shrewsbury Town Hall  (Meeting House) 
Come One! Come All! 

Soup, Bread, Salad & Dessert 
Live Music, Fun! 

Free and open to the Community. To help us plan 
call Earl or Julanne Sharrow @ 492-3361 to leave a 
message, letting us know how many are coming. 
However, calling is not required, walk-ins are wel-
come! Have a neighbor who can’t get out? Let us 
know and we can make a dinner to go. Need a Ride 
to the Supper? Call and we will pick you up. 

Community Church Calendar 
 
Sundays  9:15am-10:15am: Center Church, join Licia 
Gambino Hamilton in singing music from the shape note 
tradition, as well as madrigals and world music. For more 
info, contact Licia at 492-3792 or hamgam@vermontel.net 
 
Feb 2 @ 10:30am: Worship Service and Holy Communion 
@ Center Church, Rev. Bob   Boutwell. Please bring a 
non-perishable food item. 
 
Feb 8  @ 4:30 pm: Free Soup & Bread Community Sup-
per Shrewsbury Town Hall. (Meeting House) 
 
Feb 9 @ 10:30 am: Worship Service, Rev. Skip Dickinson 
  
Feb 12 @ 12 noon: Prayer Shawl Meeting at the home of 
Roxanne Ramah. Please bring a bag lunch; dessert and 
drinks will be provided. If you don’t knit or crochet we’ll 
be happy to help you. Call Roxanne at 492-3675 and 
let her know if you’re going to attend. 
 
Feb 16  @ 10:30am: Worship Service with Pastor Lane 
 
Feb 23  @ 10:30 am: Service of Healing & Worship led by 
Rev. Bob Boutwell 

FREE COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF  
@ the Library in the front entry way. 

All are welcome to come in and help yourself  
anytime the Library is OPEN: 
Mon, Fri & Sat 10am-Noon 

Tues & Thurs 7pm-9m 
Wed 10am-5pm and 7pm-9pm 

Compiled by Sue Ransom-Kelley 

Community Needs 
Wedding, Funeral or Memorial Service Requests: 
Contact Pastor Rita Lane 775-2578, in her absence 
Worship Co-chair Sue Kelley 492-3738, 779-5241 
 
Community Helping Hand Requests: Contact Pastor  
Rita Lane 775-2578 or Donna Smith 492-3367 
 
Pastoral Care, Home, Hospital Visitation, Outreach Re-
quests: Contact Pastor Rita Lane 775-2578 
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VT Forests, Parks, & Recreation Needs Volunteers 
Our forests and parks are under threat from invasive 
species and they could be in your town too.  We can 
help each other! We’re looking for: 
• 10 or more individuals for a volunteer project 
• smaller groups welcome for combined  projects for a 

half day between April 1–October 15, 2014 
  
Volunteers from your group will: 
• help with a critical conservation effort removing inva-

sive plants 
• spend time outside in nearby state parks or forest 
• learn skills to use at home or in the community 
• work to restore and protect our Vermont lands 
  
We will provide tools, protective gear, guidance, and a 
staff person; teach any skills volunteers will need; thank 
volunteers with a gift. Take us up on one, and come 
back to a park for another kind of fun; and, provide let-
ters documenting community service hours for any par-
ticipants desiring them. These programs: 
• recognize and publicize your town’s efforts in your 

community via traditional and social media 
• provide an easy, economical way to learn how to 

combat a critical issue in  your community, and can 
be tailored to your town/group needs 

 
Officials and townspeople of all ages and abilities are 
welcomed. Contact Colleen Balch at 802-377-2615 or 
colleen.balch@state.vt.us to set up your program or to 
learn more.   

Colleen Balch, Habitat Restoration Crew, 
 Vermont Dept of Forests Parks & Recreation 

Winter Grief Support Group Offered  
Rutland Area Visiting Nurse Association & Hos-
pice (RAVNAH) will be conducting a six-session 
support group and educational program for those 
who have lost a loved one. This support group is 
free and open to the public. Participants will have 
the opportunity to share their experiences of loss, 
as well as gain an understanding of the process 
of grief and its impact on life emotionally, socially, 
physically, and spiritually. The group will meet 
from noon to 1:30pm on February 13 and 27, and 
March 13 and 27, 2014 at RAVNAH, 7 Albert 
Cree Drive, Rutland. To register, please call Ann 
LaRocque at 802-770-1516. 

Melissa Faignant, www.ravnah.org 

Yoga Workshops 
The Thrive Center will be holding their 5th Annual Winter 
Spring Yoga Course & Workshop Sampler beginning 
Sunday, February 2 at 12 Noon at Wallingford Elemen-
tary School. Contact the Thrive Center for fees and fur-
ther information. 

 

Pierce’s Store 
Friday Night Dinners 

 
Feb 7:  Guest Chef Lynette Over will prepare 
Chicken and Broccoli Alfredo over Penne with a 
salad of Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Feta Cheese, 
Olives and Croutons with a Vinaigrette Dress-
ing. 
 
Feb 21: Guest Chef Ana Castillo will prepare 
Chicken Enchiladas with Salsa, Sour Cream, 
Rice and Beans. 
 
 
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. 
It’s best to call ahead and reserve your order! 

 
492-3326 

 
If you are interested in making a meal, 

please contact either Heather Shay at 492-
2284 or Sally Deinzer at the store. 
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Tropical Storm Irene Bridge and Culvert Update 
 
Eastham Road - Since my last report, 2 more cul-
verts have been replaced as most of you already 
know. A new concrete box culvert just below Pierce’s 
Store on the Eastham Road has been installed and a 
similar structure on the same road at the Biddle 
Farm has been constructed, both replacing under-
sized metal culverts that were completely washed 
out by the storm. Markowski Excavating of Florence 
was the contractor for these two projects and they 
are completing most of remaining work this week. 
The last of the site restoration will be done in the 
spring. 
 
Governor Clement - Next year will bring the remain-
ing Irene bridge restoration work. Amazing, 3 years 
since the storm. The Feds will begin the new bridge 
over Sargent Brook in the Appalachian Trail corridor 
(Gilman Road out to the State Forest) on July 7. This 
is the earliest work can be done in the stream. This 
will be a major structure, 80 ft long, and paid for en-
tirely by the Federal government because it is on 
Federal land. Following completion of that bridge 
work can begin on the second bridge beyond the 3 
camps. That structure is being designed by our firm 
and will be placed out for bids so that work is com-
plete by next fall (if all goes according to plan). 
 
Upper Cold River Road / Brown Covered Bridge – 
At last FEMA has agreed to fund restoration of the 
landslide above the Brown Bridge. If you have not 
seen this, it is amazing what flowing water can do. 
The Town has retained a specialty geotechnical en-
gineering firm to assist our firm with the plans to fill 
this landslide area and restore the roadway. The 
work will involve moving the river back where it was, 
away from the now vertical slope, building a buttress 
wall of huge blasted rock, and then filling the land-
slide are with very large blasted rock to counteract 
further slope failure. Then the roadway will be rebuilt 
from the Cold River Road to the bridge with signifi-
cant drainage control. This is not a small project. It 
will be bid in the spring and costs over $500,000 are 
expected. It is very fortunate the Shrewsbury fought 
for the funding and will receiving 95% grant reim-
bursement.  
 
Brown Bridge Restoration – While not a project we 
are designing or coordinating, the Town has received 
grant funding to make improvements to the bridge 
structure itself. It will be important that this work be 
completed at the same time as the landslide work 
(access is available from the Wilmouth Hill side) so 
that the bridge is not out of commission into 2015. 
 
Check out the great report published free by the Ire-
ne Recovery Office at the Town Office and at 

2

http://www.vtstrong.vermont.gov/Portals/0/Document
s/2013-IRO-final-report.pdf  
 
This report tells the whole story of the storm, the im-
pact and the recovery, with lots of photos. 
BUT!what amazed me was the fact that our little 
town of Shrewsbury was the 6th hardest hit in the 
State as far a the cost of restoration !!! Perhaps even 
5th because we are not complete with the work and 
the cost published in the report ($3.3 million) is prob-
ably low. We had more damage than Rochester, 
Killington, Cavendish and Grafton. But, since nobody 
knows where Shrewsbury is, the news hardly gets 
out. 
 
So, the end is in site. And the patient folks on the 
Upper Cold River Road may final get out next year. 
And the some folks may soon get to drive to their 
camps instead of wading the river. Amazing what 7+ 
inches of rain can do in a little hill town. 
 
Hope this helps folks know what’s going on. 

Mark Youngstrom 

 6 

 Wild-
life 
Pose 
for 
Por-
traits 
Critter 
cam-
eras 
are 
cap-
turing 
all 
sorts 
of 
wildlife  
in 

Shrewsbury. Jason Wisell’s 
camera  
 
well-positioned camera  
 
photosJason Wisell’s critter 
camera captured portraits 
of Shrewsbury wildlife. So 
beware all you critters when 
you’re roaming around in 
the wilds!  

nonymous (who doesn’t want the critters to know where 
his camera is!  
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Versatile  
Home & Business  

Services LLC 

BRIAN 

 
802-492-2195
       

Building 
Maintenance 

Services 
 

Residential & 
Commercial 

Cleaning Services 
 

Professionally 
Insured 

Versatile Home & Business Services LLC 
Cuttingsville, VT 

Brian Ferguson - Owner 

versatilehbs@gmail.com  

 2 

Also see our pottery at Pierce’s Store 

 
Advertisement Rates Change 

 
Beginning with the April issue of the Times of 
Shrewsbury the ad rate for full page and half 
page ads will increase to:  
   Full Page  $60 
   Half Page  $25 
 
All other ad rates will remain the same as they 
have since the turn of the century! 
   Classified Ad (15 words or less) $2 
   Business Card    $5 
   Quarter Page  $10 

The Roving Reporter asked: 
 What’s one thing you can’t live without? 

 
• “One thing?  Solitude!  But there are other things of course.” –DT 
• “Really good friends.” -HRP 
• “Sweet love. And, I love Spring!that would be my #2.” –AV 
• “Heat!.I’m sick of the cold!” –AM 
• “Chocolate!anybody who knows me knows that!” –SM 
• “Sunshine!” –JW 
• “Oxygen!.and chocolate! -DM 

• “I have no idea. I think I could make do with almost anything!” –GK 
• “Good health. If you don’t have good health, you won’t live as long.” –BP 
• “My wife!.and if you don’t believe me, just call her. She’ll confirm it!” –OW 
• “Hummm!.can I get back to you on that?” –KB 
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Pierce’s Store 
Friday Night Dinners 

 
December 13 - Guest Chef Weezie Duda will 
make Roast Pork with Tomatoes, Fennel & On-
ions, Rob's Roll, Mini Cheesecake with Raspber-
ry Sauce. 
 
January 10 - Guest Chef Hilary Adams  (call the 
store for the menu!) 
 
January 24 - Guest Chef Connie Youngstrom 
will make Mini Meatloaves with Maplecrest beef, 
baked sweet dumpling winter squash, scalloped 
potatoes and something green on the side 
(whatever she can find that's local—spinach, 
kale, Brussels sprouts perhaps.) 
 
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s 
best to call ahead and reserve your order! 

 
492-3326 

 
if you are interested in making a meal, please 
contact either Heather Shay at 492-2284 or 

Sally Deinzer at the store, 
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Pierce’s Store 

Friday Night Dinners 
 
November 8: d Chef Carol Calotta will prepare 
Beef Bourguignon served over egg noodles. It 
will have carrots, mushrooms and baby onions in 
the stew and be served with a green salad. 
 
November 22: Chef Nancy Ellery will prepare a 
Seafood Lasagna with a green salad.  
 
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s 
best to call ahead and reserve your order! 

 
492-3326 

 
if you are interested in making a meal, please 
contact either Heather Shay at 492-2284 or 

Sally Deinzer at the store, 
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Thanksgiving Specials 
Rob has developed a pre-
liminary menu of special 
order treats for the holiday. 
They include: 
Pumpkin and Pecan Pies 
Cranberry Sauce 
Dinner Rolls 
Holiday Bread (with nuts, 

raisins, cranberries & apricots) 
 
The store will be open for a few hours Thanksgiv-
ing morning—probably until 1:00, but check at 
the store as we get closer to the day to be sure.  
 
In October, I ran a special on wine and in No-
vember I plan to do the same with beer. In this 
case, I’ll break open a selection of 6-packs and let 
you build your own from a variety of beers. Not all 
vendors allow this yet, but apparently it’s becoming 
more common. I need to research a little more to be 
certain which beers will be acceptable to sell this way 
and how they can be priced, but I’ll let you know 
when it’s ready!  
 
A big change is coming to the store in November. 
The check-out process is going to be much smoother 
as we’ll have a “Point of Sale” system in place. This 
will mean your purchases will be scanned and the 
price will show on a display without the volunteer 
having to enter the price and category of the item. 
It’s all programmed into the computer.  
 
Of course, there will be a learning curve and we’ll 
find that there are items on the shelves that were 
missed when the database was being populated. But 
we’ll get past those in the first month, I hope.  
 
This new system will make inventory management 
much simpler and will give the manager more time to 
spend on improving the selections on the shelves, 
refining pricing, promoting items through sales, and 
many other as yet unimagined benefits. In addition, 
and just as importantly, it will simplify the job of our 
volunteers.  
 
A big THANK YOU! to Randell Barclay who re-
searched alternatives and made the recommenda-
tion to invest in this system. Then Randell built the 
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system and populated it with our inventory. It would 
not have happened as easily without him.  
 
A Recipe SooFoo – Remember last month I men-
tioned this item as a really tasty protein/rice alterna-
tive? I found a great way to use it. I had some late 
zucchinis in the garden—they were a little larger than 
I like to have as plain vegetable, so I thought I’d stuff 
them for a supper one evening. I cooked up a half 
cup of dry SooFoo with some chicken bouillon and 
olive oil. Then I mixed in some chopped up veggies 
from the crisper—peppers, a bit of onion, some 
chopped greens and a few sad tomatoes. I placed 
the mixture into the seeded zucchini halves, sprin-
kled on some bread crumbs and grated cheese and 
baked them for a half hour or so. For the finishing 
touch, I turned on the broiler so the top crisped up. 
Yum! A very good supper indeed. And best, a meal 
in itself.  
 
You can find SooFoo in our “Bargain Bin” because 
the bags we have are out of date. But I can tell you 
that the bag I have – out of date – is perfectly fine. I 
hope you’ll try SooFoo!  
 
Finally, we are always looking for more people to 
volunteer in the store. If you have any interest, 
please contact Sally at 492-3326 or stop into the 
store. With the new Point of Sale system, I hope 
more folks will be interested in joining the Pierce’s 
team!  

Sally Deinzer, Manager 

 

NEWS FROM 
PIERCE’S STORE 

 
Monday-Saturday 7am-7pm  

 Sunday 8am-5pm 
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During this time of giving thanks and reflection on the 
past year, on behalf of the Board of the Shrewsbury 
Coop at Pierce’s Store, I would like to thank the 
Shrewsbury community for being supportive of our 
adventure. Nearing the end of the year, it appears 
that our revenues have continued to grow—
accompanied by increased costs of goods, of 
course—and that we’ll end the year in decent shape.  
What a wonderful community we live in! Thank you 
all. 
 
Point of Sale System The efforts that Randell Bar-
clay put in during the past several months to imple-
ment our new computerized inventory system are 
beginning to pay off. Among other things, this new 
way of operating will allow us to see how particular 
items have sold over a period of time. This could 
lead to changes in what and how many we stock or 
make.  
 
Many volunteers have already attained mastery of 
the ins and outs of making sales and several are 
learning other features such as checking in deliveries 
electronically. As manager, I will appreciate the re-
duction in the amount of time I spend “counting” 
things: it will allow more time to work on inventory 
changes and adjustments to our pricing.   
 
Some customers have experienced longer waits at 
the register than in the past because we’ve been 
struggling with the touchscreen monitor, scanner 
wand, wireless trackpad, and items that are unknown 
to the system. We appreciate the willingness all of 
you have shown as we come up to speed.   
 
I am sure I speak for the full board when I say that 
on New Year’s Day we’ll all enjoy resting or playing 
with family rather than spending a good part of the 
day at the store counting and recording every item 
on the shelves.  
 
Holiday Specials  
As in past years, Rob will prepare a number of items 
from the bakery/kitchen for special order. Watch at 
the store or on our FaceBook page for what will be 
on the menu.  
 
In addition, we’ll be stocking or offering special 
treats: a few varieties of festive wines and bubbles; 
candies and confections; Thomas’s Eggnog; preor-
der turkeys and perhaps hams. Please let me know if 
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there are particular items you’d like to see in the 
store.    
 
Gifts and Gift Certificates Here’s a gift suggestion: 
purchase a bulk quantity of your family member’s 
favorite [fill in the blank!]—members can purchase 
for just 20% over the wholesale price and non-
members get the benefit of the lower price of pur-
chasing in quantity. Remember, too, that you can 
purchase a gift certificate to Pierce’s Store as a gift 
for someone special. Just ask the person at the reg-
ister. 
 
Music on Thursdays Do you know that most Thurs-
day mornings a group of Shrewsberries bring their 
banjos, guitars, fiddles or whatever to the store and 
jam? They take over the café area and have a grand 
time. Please stop in and listen or join in anytime be-
tween about 8:30 and 10.  
 
Finally, we are always looking for more people to 
volunteer in the store. If you have any interest, 
please contact Sally at 492-3326 or stop into the 
store. With the new Point of Sale system, I hope 
more folks will be interested in joining the Pierce’s 
team! Happy Holidays to all and have a Safe and 
Happy New Year! See you at the Store. 

Sally Deinzer, Manager 
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51 Reasons 
Why stop & shop at Pierce’s Store? We’ve put together a 
random assortment of 51 reasons. Check them out and 
stop in to check out the ones you didn’t know about!  
• You’re likely to met up with long-timers who like to 

reminisce 
• Rob’s Lasagna  
• Scotch tape, Duct Tape, masking tape 
• Local artists’/artisans’ products in our Consignment 

area make wonderful gifts 
• We’ve 100+ varieties of beer and wine at prices com-

petitive with the big stores 
• Rob’s Chicken Stew 
• If we don’t stock it, you can order any item our distribu-

tors carry  
• “Big” stores are 10 miles away  
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• You can linger by the woodstove for a chat with your 
neighbors 

• Donna’s seasoned eggs and egg salad 
• Pierce’s prices on Vermont Coffees are lower than 

Hannafords 
• Pierce’s Store T-Shirts 
• Rob’s specialty breads: Sourdough, Anadama, Sun-

flower Seed, Egg, Seeded French Baguettes 
• We have a generator so if the power goes out we will 

have heat, hot water and hot food 
• In the summer we have a freezer full of ice 
• In the winter we carry a little bit of ice 
• Wheel cheese 
• Sitting in the rocker on the porch in the summer 
• Local artists’ greeting cards 
• Your neighbors are volunteers  
• Friday Night Take-out Suppers (every other week) 

made by community members  
• Donna’s custom made sandwiches on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays from 11 to 1 
• We carry a full line of Thomas’s Dairy items at com-

petitive prices 
• Something hot in the crock every day during winter 
• Eating lunch at the picnic table in the summer 
• Epsom salts, Bag Balm, Fisherman’s Friend, Beau-

champ’s Hand Lotion, baby lotion  
• Rob’s special blend of coffee in the Thermos pot 
• Holiday Special Orders (Super Bowl Sunday, Valen-

tine’s Day, Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas & more) 
• Vermont Croissants on Saturday mornings 
• You might meet neighbors you didn’t know before 
• Beef, Chicken and Bean Burritos 
• Smith Maple Crest Farm beef & sausage 
• Wednesday evening pizzas, hot from the oven 
• Bulk herbs and spices that cost a fraction of the bot-

tled brands from the big stores 
• Rob’s scones: apricot, blueberry, peach 
• Fish Special Orders, delivered Wednesdays 
• Russian Tea Cakes 
• Pierce’s Midnight Market  
• You don’t have to be a member 
• Cinnamon and Sticky Buns on Tuesdays and Fridays 
• Cheerios, laundry detergent, oatmeal 
• Rob’s Pizzas always in the freezer 
• Southwest Butternut Soup 
• Basic produce – from local farms in the summer 
• Rob’s Chicken Salad 
• Green Mountain Coffee Vermont Country Blend and 

15 other flavors available for the Keurig  
• Thursday music jams . . . if you play or sing or hum or 

just like to listen, stop in between about 8:30 and 
10:00  

• We’re your neighborhood store 
• 6 brands of local maple syrup 
• Summertime BBQs* 
• Cribbage, Caroms, [name your game] Tournaments*  
 
*We hope to get these going this summer—you can help with 
ideas on how to do them!  

New Meals 
Rob has been making some new meals that you should 
try. Chicken Stew has just about sold out on several 
Tuesdays now and its cousin, Beef Stew, is coming in a 
close second. Beef Goulash will return and Rob plans to 
introduce a Chicken Pot Pie in February. Watch our sign-
board or better, “Like” us on Facebook to see daily menus. 

For Valentine’s Day Rob offers two choices: 
Pecan Tart, or 

Baked Chocolate Pudding 
both for 2 

and both priced at $3.99 
You’ll have to preorder them by stopping at the Store and 
filling out a form, or by calling 492-3326. We’ll need your 
order no later than February 12.    

Our 5th Anniversary! 
2014 will see the 5th anniversary of the reopening of 
Pierce’s Store! We’ll have some sort of celebration and 
want the community to be involved. If you have ideas of 
how we might celebrate please contact me.  

Sally Deinzer, Store Manager 

 
 
 
 

Super Bowl Sunday - February 2 
 

Pulled Pork Sandwiches 
Chili  

 
Beverages and snacks will be fully stocked too! 
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!
SHREWSBURY VOLUNTEER  

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
The SVFD  has received a few calls since the begin-
ning of December—a motor vehicle accident on Rte. 
103, a motor vehicle accident on Cold River Road, 
and a mutual aid response to Wallingford for a struc-
ture fire on Christmas Eve. 
 
We have continued our training for the last couple of 
months. Several SVFD members attended a re-
quired Hazardous Materials Response training pro-
vided by the Ludlow Fire Dept. which prepares us to 
identify hazardous situations and materials when re-
sponding to motor vehicle accidents, structure fires, 
and many other calls for assistance. We are trained 
to survey the situation, identify hazards, set up safe 
approach distances, determine the appropriate re-
sponse for the information we have at the time. A 
simple vehicle accident can change to a hazardous 
materials response depending on location, type of 
material being transported and the quantity of that 
material. We continue to check our truck mounted 
equipment and all safety equipment on a monthly 
basis to ensure a quick and prepared response. 
 
It is already February, and winter has thrown all 
types of weather. The snow, extreme cold, then the 
rain, and the temperature swings have made the 
driving difficult to say the least. The Shrewsbury road 
crew has done a great job keeping our roads in a 
safe, drivable condition. Slowing down is your best 
protection. Keep up the good work! Keep you drive-
way entrances open and sanded. Our vehicles are 
equipped with on spot chain systems but  these large 
vehicles require more turning room than a passenger 
vehicle and are difficult to maneuver in icy condi-
tions. Check that your 911 address is clearly posted 
and not hidden by a snow bank or other debris. 
 
The SVFD appreciates your continued support of our 
fund raising efforts. We are awaiting word on our 
grant application to purchase new Self-Contained 
Breathing Apparatus within the next 30 days. We 
have raised the required matching funds through our 
mailer for that grant. The 2014 SVFD Annual Race 
Pool has concluded with the mailing out of 500 t-
shirts to the top 500 places. The 15th Annual SVFD 
Race Pool entries are available now at many local 
businesses, from any SVFD Firefighter, or online at 
www.racingsvfd.com. The deadline for entry is Feb-
ruary 23, one hour before the start of the Daytona 
500. Join the fun and support the SVFD! Again 
THANK YOU for your support and remember STAY 
FIRE SAFE!!!        

Submitted by Jack Perry 

Announce Political Candidacy on PEGTV  
PEGTV, Rutland County’s public access television 
station, invites all Rutland County individuals inter-
ested in declaring their political candidacy for the 
March 2014 city- and town-wide elections, to make 
their official announcements on our Government Sta-
tion Channel 21. We are offering a five-minute time 
slot, either live or pre-taped, to any candidate that 
wishes to participate. If you are interested please 
contact Bryn Williams, Program Coordinator for 
Channel 21 at (802) 747-0151 for more information. 
PEGTV is comprised of Channels 15, 20 and 21 and 
is available to all cable subscribers throughout Rut-
land County. Streaming programming, video on de-
mand services and hyper-local weather forecasts are 
also available online at www.pegtv.com. 

RAVNAH Foot Clinic Schedule 
• Wed, Feb 5 @ 10:30am: Wallingford House, 

Wallingford  
• Thurs, Feb 6 @ 10am: Parker House, Rutland 
• Thurs, Feb 6@ 12:30pm: Bardwell House, Rut-

land  
• Wed, Feb 26 @ 12:30pm: Godnick Adult Center, 

1 Deer St., Rutland 
Foot clinics are $10. We also offer Cholesterol 
Screenings for $30 every month. Clinics held at the 
Rutland Office are the 1st Monday: call 775-0568 for 
an appointment. 
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MILL RIVER UNION HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
“As long as we live, there is never enough singing.”  Martin Luther 

1

Singing Valentines: The Mill River Chamber Sing-
ers will be delivering Singing 
Valentines at the school and 
throughout Rutland County on 
Friday, February 14. If you are 
interested in purchasing a val-

entine for your special someone, please see a mem-
ber of the Chamber Singers or contact Kristin 
Cimonetti (775-1925 ext. 307 or kcimonetti 
@rsssu.org). Singing Valentines are $10 each if de-
livered at MRUHS and $15 if delivered elsewhere in 
Rutland County.  
 
Talent Show: On Friday, February 28 at 7:00pm, the 
Mill River Community will present its 20th annual 
“Show Me Gala” talent show in the Mill River audito-
rium. This event is hosted by the Mill River Friends of 
Music and will feature performers of all ages. The 
show is a fundraiser for the Friends of Music, and the 
proceeds help to support the music programs at 
MRUHS. Tickets are $5 per person and $15. per 
family.  
 
FACS: The Mill River community welcomes Chad 
Benz who will teach FACS electives during the se-
cond semester. In addition to the return of courses in 
Modern Meals and Child Development, a class in 
Sports Nutrition will be offered. This course is de-
signed to provide an overview of nutrition strategies 
that improve exercise performance. Students will 
learn about optimal meals (timing and composition) 
for athletes and active individuals, and how a smart 
training diet and well-timed pre- and post- competi-
tion snacks might offer a winning edge. 
 
English Electives: Two new English electives will 
be offered during the second semester as well. The 
first is Creative Writing where students will have the 
opportunity to write poems, short stories, and other 
imaginative pieces in a workshop environment. Stu-
dents will also read and discuss published authors to 
understand their perspective while finding their own 
voice. Class work will culminate in a published an-
thology and/or online blog page. There will also be a 
course offered that is entitled Grammar and Writing 
for the College Bound. This class offers an intensive 
study of grammar as it applies to academic writing 
and will prepare students for college. Topics of study 
include parts of speech, punctuation, syntax, and 
sentence diagraming. Students will review paragraph 
structure, essay organization, research methods, 
and correct documentation of sources. Proofreading 
and revision strategies will also be emphasized. 
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Into the Wild: This science elective explores man’s 
relationship with the outdoor world through the works 
of notable environmental activists such as Edward 
Abby, John Muir, Ansel Adams, John McPhee, and 
Rachel Carson. In addition, through hands-on activi-
ties, essays, books, and videos, the course hopes to 
increase participants’ appreciation and understand-
ing of the outdoor world.  
 
A Message from Principal Pomeroy: “In this mo-
bile society where companies are always enticing us 
with better programs and cheaper rates, we often 
find our e-mail addresses and phone numbers 
changing. Please remember to keep the school in-
formed if your contact phone number or e-mail ad-
dress changes. You may update your information at 
any time by e-mailing lgilman@rssu.org or by call-
ing 775-3451 x203.” 
 
Annual Meeting: The Annual Meeting of Mill River 
Union School District #40 has been set for Wednes-
day, February 12th at 7:00 pm in the school library. 
 

Sally-Anne Snarski 492-3505 
Adrienne Raymond 492-3578 
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2014 Dog Licenses 
Dog Licenses are now availa-
ble at the Town Office or by 
mail. A current rabies certifi-
cate must be on file prior to 
obtaining a license. Vermont 
Law indicates that all dogs or 
wolf-hybrids older than six 
months old shall annually on 
or before April 1 be regis-
tered.  20 V.S. A. §3581 

 
Fees: $8 spayed / neutered, 

or $12 female / male. 
After April 1 additional $4 late fee. 

 
Advertisement Rates Change 

 
Beginning with the April issue of the Times of 
Shrewsbury the ad rate for full page and half page 
ads will increase to:  
   Full Page  $60 
   Half Page  $25 
 
All other ad rates will remain the same as they 
have since the turn of the century! 
   Classified Ad (15 words or less) $2 
   Business Card    $5 
   Quarter Page  $10 

Paid Political Advertisement 
 
Hello Shrewsbury, 
 
I am writing to you today to ask for your vote for 
my candidacy to become a Shrewsbury Mountain 
School Director. My husband, Phillip, and I were 
pleased to become a part of this community two 
years ago after searching for the perfect place to 
raise our children. Our son, Liam, enjoys the quali-
ty education he is receiving in the Shrewsbury 
Mountain School Prekindergarten class. Our 
daughter, Emily, just turned two and can’t wait to 
go to school.   
 
I hold a BA in Political Science from McGill Uni-
versity and a Master’s Degree in Business Admin-
istration in Managerial Finance as well as Market-
ing from Pace University in New York. I have four 
years of corporate business experience and two 
years of overseas teaching experience. I would 
like to represent you to ensure that our town 
strikes the right balance between maintaining high 
quality education for our children and stretching 
our tax dollars further. 
 
I am asking for your vote on March 4, 2014.  
 

Thank you for your consideration. 
Fahima Thompson 

Roses are Red 
Violets are Blue 

I’m so glad I live in Shrewsbury 
How about you? 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 
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Book Reviews from the Library— 
Book lovers! Please share your book reviews by 
writing them in the journals kept at the front desk at 
the Library or e-mailing them to maplesugar 
@comcast.net  THANK YOU! 
Book reviews are compiled by Marilyn Dalick 

Mrs. Lincolnʼs Dressmaker 
by Jennifer Chiaverini 

★★★★★ 
Civil War buffs and quilt makers alike will be fasci-
nated and interested by this book about a woman of 
color who had a well-known reputation as a fine 
dressmaker (and incidentally a quilt-maker) among 
the best-dressed ladies in Washington, D.C. I rec-
ommend it to you all. 

—reviewed by Lucille Fiske 
 

The Lost Books of the Odyssey 
by Zachary Mason 

★★★★★ 
This collection of short stories loosely based on 
Homerʼs famous work is, quite simply, fascinating. 
The authorʼs foreword about storytelling and how 
over the millennia each storyteller must have picked 
certain scenes of the Odyssey to embellish, gives 
insight into how he has organized this book. The 
first story in the series may leave you a bit lost or 
uncertain, but trust me, stick with it—by the time you 
finish, youʼll never forget the experience of reading 
this book. 

—Anonymous Reviewer 
 

The Society for Useful Knowledge 
by Jonathan Lyons 

★★★ 
The “star” of this book is the young Benjamin Frank-
lin who was the driving force behind a network of 
kindred New World thinkers who plunged into the 

★★★★★ Fantastic!  
  ★★★★ Compelling, page-turner 
     ★★★ Enjoyable 
        ★★  Just O.K. 
           ★ Not recommended 
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task of creating and sharing “useful knowledge” in the 
fields of electricity, magnetism, astronomy, botany, to 
name a few. The “endlessly inventive Franklin,” as 
the author calls him, sowed the seeds of American 
liberty. A very interesting read. 

—Anonymous Reviewer 
 

Steve Jobs 
by Walter Isaacson 

★★★★★ 
Love him or hate him, this obsessivie, difficult and 
sometimes ruthless man was a genius who couldnʼt 
be ignored. Earnest and emotional, he was not fond 
of rules and had no respect for the status quo. His 
personality is almost too big to be contained in the 
577 pages of this book—but the author does a 
masterful job and enthralls us with the tale of the 
beginnings of Apple Computer and Jobsʼ life. Steve 
Jobs believed himself to be a rebel and a misfit and 
held that “the people who are crazy enough to think 
they can change the world are the ones who do.” 
Donʼt let the length of the book deter you—the pages 
just fly by. This is the best book Iʼve read this year. 

—reviewed by Marilyn Dalick 

Put More Healthy Food on Your Table  
3SquaresVT helps older Vermonters stretch their  
food budget to buy more food. It comes as a monthly 
dollar benefit on a debit card called an EBT card or 
as cash directly deposited into your bank account. 
 
Anyone who qualifies can receive benefits; there is 
enough for everyone. Plus, spending benefits in 
Vermont adds money to our economy, so you are 
helping support local grocers and farmers. It’s good 
for you and good for Vermont. 
 
Elders with gross incomes below 185% of federal 
poverty levels do not have a resource limit, so sav-
ings don’t count. The 185% income limit is $1,723 for 
a single person or $2,268 for a couple. If your in-
come is over these numbers, you could still be eligi-
ble. If so, you do have a resource limit, but your 
house, car, and retirement savings do not count as 
resources. Your 3SquaresVT benefit will not count 
as income either, so your eligibility for other pro-
grams like Medicare will not be at risk. 
 
Everyone needs access to healthy food, and 
3SquaresVT is here to help. 1 in 6 Vermonters take 
part, including thousands of senior citizens. 
 
For more information or an application, call the Ver-
mont Senior HelpLine at 1-800-642-5119 or visit 
vermontfoodhelp.com. 
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Prayer Shawl Group Meeting 
The Prayer Shawl group will meet at the home of Roxanne Ramah on Wednesday, February 12 at 
noon. Please bring a bag lunch. Feel free to join us and if you don’t knit or crochet we’ll be happy to help 
you. Call Roxanne at 492-3675 and let her know if you’re going to attend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you ever wished you felt more confident pruning your apple trees?  
 If your answer is yes, then consider signing up for a  

 

PRUNING WORKSHOP 
offered right here in Shrewsbury!  

 
 

The Shrewsbury Institute  
for Agricultural Education  

is sponsoring two 1½ hour sessions  
with orchardist Scott Bolotin, co-owner of  

Morning Star Nursery and Perennials in Rockingham 
 

The workshop date is  
Sunday February 23  

(rain date Sunday March 2) 
 

The first session will run from 10:30-12:00 am 
 The second from 12:30-2:00 pm 

 
Cost is $15.00 per person 

Space is limited to 15 people per session 
Please register early to ensure a place  

 
Location to be announced 

 
Call 492-3550  

or email  sagevermont@gmail.com  
to sign up and for more details 

 
Watch the March Times for information  
about our upcoming grafting workshop  

and scion wood swap!!! 
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Thanks to all the folks who gathered at the Town Hall January 10 to 
share potluck and ideas. Topics discussed included:  
Connecting hiking trails throughout Shrewsbury’s landscape 

• Helping maintain the network of existing trails in North    
       Shrewsbury 

• Meandering, exploring, mapping Shrewsbury’s stone walls  
   and the history they tell 

• Quests! Participate in some already established and create our  
  own quests 

• Geocaching (we have experienced members!) 
• Vernal pools: finding, studying, mapping 
• Study of rivers, ponds, and wetlands 
• Loons 
• Vermont coverts project 
• Connect with environmental organizations VCE, GMC,  

  AMC, etc. 
• Hikes! X-Country skiing, snowshoeing, bicycling 
• Kayaking and canoeing 
• Star gazing 

It was suggested that SOC have a monthly outing with a leader-organizer and to annouce it in the Times, 
posters in key locations, email, etc. Sometimes a spur-of-the-moment opportunity arises such as perfect 
black ice for skating. We are working on electronic communications such as the Town website offerings, 
Front Porch Forum, and perhaps other possibilities.and we won’t forget about the telephone! 
 
We came away with much to think about.  Full moon—February 14! 

Submitted by Grace Brigham and Galen Miller 

SHREWSBURY OUTING CLUB NEWS 

 
ENJOY A REAL VERMONT BREAKFAST 

WITH REAL VERMONT SYRUP 
 

 
 

Family Pancake Breakfast 
 

Saturday, March 22, 2014 
Shrewsbury Meeting House, 88 Lottery Road,  

Shrewsbury, Vermont 
 

 7:00am to 12noon 
  

Adult $8.00  Children $5.00 
 Smith Farm Sugar House Tour, 
 supplier of our Maple products 

 

Benefit - Cairo Shrine Center 
Questions; Please call 747-3400 

or email admin@cairoshriners.com 
 bob@apcis.net 

 
 
 
 

 
TREES 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
TREES 
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Tropical Storm Irene Bridge and Culvert Update 
 
Eastham Road - Since my last report, 2 more cul-
verts have been replaced as most of you already 
know. A new concrete box culvert just below Pierce’s 
Store on the Eastham Road has been installed and a 
similar structure on the same road at the Biddle 
Farm has been constructed, both replacing under-
sized metal culverts that were completely washed 
out by the storm. Markowski Excavating of Florence 
was the contractor for these two projects and they 
are completing most of remaining work this week. 
The last of the site restoration will be done in the 
spring. 
 
Governor Clement - Next year will bring the remain-
ing Irene bridge restoration work. Amazing, 3 years 
since the storm. The Feds will begin the new bridge 
over Sargent Brook in the Appalachian Trail corridor 
(Gilman Road out to the State Forest) on July 7. This 
is the earliest work can be done in the stream. This 
will be a major structure, 80 ft long, and paid for en-
tirely by the Federal government because it is on 
Federal land. Following completion of that bridge 
work can begin on the second bridge beyond the 3 
camps. That structure is being designed by our firm 
and will be placed out for bids so that work is com-
plete by next fall (if all goes according to plan). 
 
Upper Cold River Road / Brown Covered Bridge – 
At last FEMA has agreed to fund restoration of the 
landslide above the Brown Bridge. If you have not 
seen this, it is amazing what flowing water can do. 
The Town has retained a specialty geotechnical en-
gineering firm to assist our firm with the plans to fill 
this landslide area and restore the roadway. The 
work will involve moving the river back where it was, 
away from the now vertical slope, building a buttress 
wall of huge blasted rock, and then filling the land-
slide are with very large blasted rock to counteract 
further slope failure. Then the roadway will be rebuilt 
from the Cold River Road to the bridge with signifi-
cant drainage control. This is not a small project. It 
will be bid in the spring and costs over $500,000 are 
expected. It is very fortunate the Shrewsbury fought 
for the funding and will receiving 95% grant reim-
bursement.  
 
Brown Bridge Restoration – While not a project we 
are designing or coordinating, the Town has received 
grant funding to make improvements to the bridge 
structure itself. It will be important that this work be 
completed at the same time as the landslide work 
(access is available from the Wilmouth Hill side) so 
that the bridge is not out of commission into 2015. 
 
Check out the great report published free by the Ire-
ne Recovery Office at the Town Office and at 
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http://www.vtstrong.vermont.gov/Portals/0/Document
s/2013-IRO-final-report.pdf  
 
This report tells the whole story of the storm, the im-
pact and the recovery, with lots of photos. 
BUT!what amazed me was the fact that our little 
town of Shrewsbury was the 6th hardest hit in the 
State as far a the cost of restoration !!! Perhaps even 
5th because we are not complete with the work and 
the cost published in the report ($3.3 million) is prob-
ably low. We had more damage than Rochester, 
Killington, Cavendish and Grafton. But, since nobody 
knows where Shrewsbury is, the news hardly gets 
out. 
 
So, the end is in site. And the patient folks on the 
Upper Cold River Road may final get out next year. 
And the some folks may soon get to drive to their 
camps instead of wading the river. Amazing what 7+ 
inches of rain can do in a little hill town. 
 
Hope this helps folks know what’s going on. 

Mark Youngstrom 
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 Wild-
life 
Pose 
for 
Por-
traits 
Critter 
cam-
eras 
are 
cap-
turing 
all 
sorts 
of 
wildlife  
in 

Shrewsbury. Jason Wisell’s 
camera  
 
well-positioned camera  
 
photosJason Wisell’s critter 
camera captured portraits 
of Shrewsbury wildlife. So 
beware all you critters when 
you’re roaming around in 
the wilds!  

nonymous (who doesn’t want the critters to know where 
his camera is!  
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Versatile  
Home & Business  

Services LLC 

BRIAN 

 
802-492-2195
       

Building 
Maintenance 

Services 
 

Residential & 
Commercial 

Cleaning Services 
 

Professionally 
Insured 

Versatile Home & Business Services LLC 
Cuttingsville, VT 

Brian Ferguson - Owner 

versatilehbs@gmail.com  
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The Shrewsbury Library 
 is hosting an 

 
 Ongoing Silent Auction 

of our  
CARD CATALOGUE 

 
 which will continue through 

Saturday, March 1st ending at noon. 
 

Stop by again and again to make sure 
you are still the top bidder. 

 
Your bidder ID number will be 

 your library card number.  
You can use just the numbers 

 after the zeros 257380000**** … 

JOHN C. STEWART & SON, INC. 
Celebrating 99 years as your Family Owned Ford Store. Come join the family! 

68 South Main Street      Wallingford, Vermont 05773      802.446.2499

Celebrating Our 13th Year  
of Service to the Community
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Donors are recognized for the remainder of the calendar year in which their donation is received. The Times is mailed 
to all residents of Shrewsbury and is also available online at the Town website. The cost of printing and mailing is made 
possible through advertising and your donations which are very much appreciated! Donations can be mailed to:  Times 
of Shrewsbury, P. O. Box 373, Cuttingsville, VT 05738.  THANK YOU! 
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Carroll & Beverly Adams 
Craig & Margaret Angstadt 
Gary & Minnie Arthur 
Steve Banik & Virginia Gundersen 
Randell & Dianne Barclay 
Michael & Elisabeth Bedesem 
Rich Bettelli & Fran Patten 
Dennis Devereux 
Raymond Diprinzio & Lisa Garson 
Nils & Pamela Ericksen 
Eldred & Lily French 
Jonathan Gibson & Eliza Mabry 
Mark & Carol Goodwin 
Barry & Barb Griffith 
Mark & Licia Hamilton 
David & Linda Hans 
George & Betsy Hinckley 
Ted & Martha Izzi 
Dick Keane 
David & Ellen Kennedy 
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Sandra Korinchak 
Rita Lane 
Gerry & Chryl Martin 
Terry Martin & Vicky Gillhouse 
Hull & Taffy Maynard 
Georgia & David Mosher 
Connie & Jeff Noiva 
Kerry & Jan O’Hara 
Marjorie Pierce 
Kenny & Judy Pitts 
David & Dino Rice 
The Ridlon Family 
Brian & Patricia Sedaille 
Shrewsbury: 
   Community Church 
   Mountain School 
   Volunteer Fire Department 
Spring Lake Ranch 
B.J. & Joan Stewart 
Morris & Martha Tucker 
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Al & Ellie Tufano 
Liesbeth van der Heijden 
Howard & Deborah Weaver 
Judy Webster 
Nancy & Jim West 
Lou & Tess Williams 
Lee & Joyce Wilson 
 


