
During the past few years, I have either spoken to or 
heard about Shrewsbury-ites having encounters with 
bears on a range of levels. Some of you had simply 
seen a bear in the neighborhood and were concerned 
about your well-being while others had bears literally 
hanging around the house – or in some cases attempt-
ing to break into your home -  to take advantage of 
easily accessible foods (e.g., birdseed, garbage, or 
even handouts). Wherever you fall in this spectrum, 
there are a few key 
facts you need to con-
sider. 
 
First, Shrewsbury is 
bear country and it has 
been for a very long 
time. You may not have 
noticed it as much be-
fore as bear populations 
were considerably lower 
just 20-30 years ago. 
More recently; however, 
Vermont’s bear popula-
tion is thriving and the 
odds that you will en-
counter one of these 
great animals are high-
er. Enjoy the opportuni-
ty, stay your distance, and respect the animal for its 
strength and intelligence. Bears are not inherently dan-
gerous and they will naturally avoid you and move onto 
the next big block of forestland in search of wild foods. 
A female bear’s typical home range of 13 square miles 
raises the likelihood you may not see that bear again 
for a very long time. 
 
UNLESS….and this is the second fact, bears have 
been taught by us that houses mean easy food. Yes, it 
is true that a fed bear is a dead bear and that is be-
cause a fed bear is more likely to be a dangerous bear 
and begin causing property damage. Bears are big an-
imals that spend nearly all their time (except in the win-
ter when they are denned) in search of wild food. Try 
being a 150 – 200-pound animal living off sedges, ants, 
animal carcasses, berries, and some beechnuts all 
year long. Bears have evolved to do quite well under 

these circumstances; however, they are not fools. Gar-
bage, birdseed, dog food, and handouts are far less 
work (and far less healthy) to a bear. Our interest in 
seeing bears up close by availing these foods has two 
real implications. One, bears become accustomed to 
these backyard foods and two, they develop a positive 
relationship between houses and food. 
 
The third and final fact is this – feeding bears is against 

the law. Why, because this 
is not about you. Providing 
foods means bears hang 
around the neighborhood, 
stalk your neighbors’ 
houses for goodies, and 
force your neighbors to 
deal with bear encounters, 
whether they want to or 
not. As importantly, bears 
hanging out in backyards 
lose their fear of humans 
and, often to no fault of 
their own, end up in situa-
tions where human safety 
is at risk. What happens 
next? The bear must be 
destroyed. 
 

Let me close by offering this thought. Shrewsbury has 
been a remarkable town for conserving wildlife habitat. 
We have large blocks of forestland, wetlands, and 
beech stands that offer thousands of acres of rich and 
productive wild bear habitat. We did this, in part, so 
that bears can roam wild and free throughout this town. 
Let them do that. Backyard bears crunching on bird-
feeders or groveling in garbage cans is a disservice to 
bears and to the townspeople that worked so hard to 
conserve the future of wild bears.  

Article by Scott Darling, Vermont Fish and Wildlife  
Department biologist and Shrewsbury resident 

LIVING WITH SHREWSBURY BEARS 

A critter camera caught this Shrewsbury black bear 
 in the act of checking out a compost bin. 
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The Times of Shrewsbury 
the letter will run. If the named entity responds, the response and 
initial letter will run in the same issue. 
 
There is no charge for: jokes, poems, essays, nature reports, 
family event announcements, or feature articles or letters that are 
non-commercial.  
 
Articles and Advertisements: Deadline for submission is the 
20th of the month prior to publication; exceptions will be an-
nounced in the prior month’s Times. If you have questions, call 
Chryl Martin at 492-2244 or email shrewsburytimes@gmail.com 
    

Best Formats: Articles: Word or in an email message with no 
formatting. Photos: JPG.  Ads: JPG file or Word document. 
 

Monthly Advertisement fees: 
  Full page $80  1/4 page $10 
  1/2 page $45   Business card $5 
  Classified ad (15 words) $2.  
  Addition fee to create an ad $5 
Payment is due by the 20th of the month prior to publication. 

The Times of Shrewsbury is published monthly February 
through December. It is compiled by volunteers from material 
submitted by residents with the goal being to keep townspeople 
informed of what is happening in Shrewsbury. The views and 
opinions expressed in articles are solely those of the author and 
not necessarily those of the editors. 
 
All submissions are subject to editing for length and clarity and 
must be accompanied by the name of the submitting person. 
Letters to the Editor exceeding 350 words will be subject to ed-
iting for length. Any opinion piece or informational political 
letters (without specific party or vote appeal) will be subject to 
the same guidelines previously described.  All items including 
letters are printed at the editors’ discretion. A writer of any letter 
that names a Shrewsbury resident or organization in a critical 
manner must get copies to that resident or organization and to 
the Times by the 10th of the month prior to publication or it will 
not run. If the named person or organization indicates in writing 
to the writer and to the Times that they choose not to respond,  

Chryl Martin     ~     Rich Biziak 
Times of Shrewsbury, P. O. Box 373, Cuttingsville, VT 05738 

Email:  shrewsburytimes@gmail.com     Online:  www.shrewsburyvt.org     

 

Shrewsbury Mountain School 
PreSchool Registration 
For 2018-19 school year 

 
 Friday - May 25, 2018 

9 – 11:30am 
At the Shrewsbury Mountain School 

For admission into Preschool, a child must be at least 
three (3) years on or before Aug. 31 of the year of en-
trance. 
 
Please call the school at 492-3435 to schedule an ap-
pointment time. If you can’t make it on this day, please 
call the school to make other arrangements.   
 
A parent and the child need to be present at the ap-
pointment. The parent should bring the child’s immun-
ization record, official birth certificate, social security 
card, proof of residency (electric bill, etc.), and be 
prepared to fill out registration forms. 

Submitted by Marj Congdon 

Vermont State Senators: 
Sen. David Soucy: dsoucy@leg.state.vt.us 

Sen. Margaret K. Flory: pflory@leg.state.vt.us 
Sen. Brian Collamore: bcollamore@leg.state.vt.us 

 

Vermont State House of Representative: 
Dennis J. Devereux: ddevereux@leg.state.vt.us 

 
The Vermont General Assembly is in session January 
thru June. To view committee member-ships, bills that 
have been introduced, track each bill’s progress, and 
review committee agendas go to www.leg.state.vt.us. 
During the week you can contact your legisla-
tor by leaving a message at the State House by call-
ing 1-800-322-5616 or 828-2228 (the Sergeant-At-
Arms' Office). 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

United States Senators: 
Senator Patrick Leahy 

www.leahy.senate.gov/contact 
Vermont Office: (802) 229-0569 

Washington office: (202) 224-4242 
 

Senator Bernie Sanders 
www.sanders.senate.gov/contact 
Vermont Office:  (800) 339-9834 

Washington D. C. Office:  
(202) 224-5141;  Fax (202) 228-0776 

 
United States House of Representative: 

Representative Peter Welch 
https://welch.house.gov/contact 

Vermont Office:  (802) 652-2450  or (888) 605-7270 
Washington, D.C. Office:  (202) 225-4115 

TIMES OF SHREWSBURY  
Is online at the town website at 

www.shrewsburyvt.org 



Times of Shrewsbury ~ May 2018 3 

 
 
Apr 27 7pm The Plumb Bobs and Miss Guided Angels perform at the Meeting House 
Apr 29 4pm *Famous Books Book Club at the Library (due to weather rescheduling) 
   
May 5 8am-10am Green Up Day!  Pick up  assignments and enjoy refreshments at the Meeting House 
May 8 12noon *Tuesday Lunch Group at The Doll House, Stafford Tech; RSVP to Carolee @ 773-6754 
May 11  *”Soft opening” of Pierce’s Garage featuring sit down pizza 
May 11 7:30pm *Screening of “13th” (a film about the 13th Amendment) at the Library 
May 12 10am-Noon *Naturalists Walk (for all ages) led by Connie Youngstrom;  sponsored by the SCC 
May 12 10am-Noon *Reinbow Riding Center Volunteer Orientation at 2579 Eastham Road 
May 15 7pm *Historical Society Meeting at the Museum 
May 16 12noon *Prayer Shawl group meets at home of Meg Mellor 
May 20 4pm *Famous Books Book Club at the Library 
May 23 6:30pm *Quilter’s Group meets at the Library 
May 24 12noon *Aging in Place free luncheon at the Meeting House 
May 25  *Grand opening of Pierce’s Garage 
May 25 7:30pm *Elsa Tirou (Rotary exchange student from Belgium) will speak at the Library 
May 25 9-11:30am *Pre-school registration for 2018-2019 school year at Shrewsbury Mountain School 
May 26-27 10am-5pm Vermont Crafts Council Open Studio Weekend 
May 27 4pm *Science Book Club at the Library 
 
*see  elsewhere in newsletter for details 
  
 
 

REGULAR MEETINGS and EVENTS 
Board of Selectman Meeting 1st & 3rd Wednesdays – 7pm at Town Office 
Bone Builders Tuesdays & Thursdays – 9am at Meeting House 
Library Trustees Meeting 2nd Tuesday – 7pm at Shrewsbury Library 
Mill River Unified Union School Board Meeting 1st Wed 7pm @ MRHS & 3rd Wed. 7pm location TBA 
Planning Commission 1st & 3rd Mondays – 7:30pm at Town Office 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) Sundays – 10:30am at Shrewsbury Library, Upstairs 
Shrewsbury Community Church Worship Sundays – 10:30am at Shrewsbury Center Church 
Shrewsbury Historical Society Museum Opens Sunday, July 1--1-3pm; or by appointment 492-3324 
Shrewsbury Singers Sundays  - 9am-10:15am upstairs at the Meeting House 
Shrewsbury Sno-Birds 2nd Tuesday – 7pm at Southside Restaurant, Rutland 
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department Thursdays – 7pm at Cuttingsville Station 
Shrewsbury Conservation Commission 1st Tuesday – 5:15 at 368 Mitchell Road until May 

 

Shrewsbury Town Website: www.shrewsburyvt.org 
Town Clerk’s Office 492-3511 Cuttingsville Post Office 492-3585 
Mon – Thurs 9am – 3pm; Closed Friday Window (Retail) Hours 
       Monday – Friday 7:30am – 10:30am and 11:30am – 2;30pm 
Town Treasurer’s Office 492-3558 or 492-3487       Saurday 8am – 11am 
Wed 5pm – 7pm Lobby Hours 
       Monday – Friday 7:30am – 5:00pm and Sat 7:30am – 11am 
Town Listers 492-2009  
 Meeting House 492-6050  
Transfer Station       Reservations: 492-3361  or julanne@vermontel.net 
Summer Hours until October  
Sunday: 8am-4pm & Wed: 12noon – 7pm Emergency Management Bert Potter 773-2272 
 Ambulance 773-1700 
Shrewsbury Town Library 492-3410 Green Mountain Power outage 1-800-451-2877 
Mon, Fri & Sat: 10am - Noon Medical-Police-Fire Emergency Dial 911 
Tues & Thurs: 7pm – 9pm Rutland Hospital 775-7111 
Wed: 10am – 5pm and 7pm – 9pm  

SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

Deadline for submission to Times 
of Shrewsbury is by 5:00pm  
on the 20th of each month. 
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March 21, 2018: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting 
  

Administration of Oaths: The Town Clerk administered the 
Oath of Allegiance and the Oath of Office to Aaron Korzun 
  
Present at Meeting: Bert Potter, Selectman; Aaron Korzun, 
Selectman; Steven Nicholson, Selectmen; Mark Goodwin, 
Clerk 
  
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:06 PM 
by Selectman Potter 
  
Approval of Agenda: Aaron moved and Steven seconded 
to approve the agenda. Approved  
  
Organizational:  
Poundkeeper--Bert nominated Gillian Gaines as Pound-
keeper, Steven seconded. Approved  
Weigher of Coal & Inspector of Lumber Shingles--Bert nom-
inated John Wood as Weigher of Coal and Inspector of 
Lumber Shingles & Wood, Aaron seconded Approved 
Planning Commission--Steven nominated Melissa Reichert 
to the Planning Commission, Aaron seconded. Approved 
The Selectboard acknowledge the resignation of Marilyn 
Dalick from the Shrewsbury Planning Commission. The Se-
lectboard recognizes and appreciates her eighteen (18) 
years of service on the Planning Commission. 
Development Review Board--Steven nominated Mark 
Youngstrom to the DRB and Laura Black as an Alternate to 
the DRB, Aaron seconded. Approved 
Zoning Administrator--Steven nominated Adrienne Raymond 
as Zoning Administrator, Bert seconded. Approved 
Fence Viewers--Bert nominated Randy Page and Michael 
Stewart as Fence Viewers, Aaron seconded. Approved 
Energy Coordinator--Aaron will be contacting Davis Terrell 
to ascertain his interest in serving as Energy Coordinator. 
Library Board--Steven Nicholson will be contacting Debbie 
Blecich to ascertain her interest in continuing to serve on the 
Library Board 
  
Additional Appointments: 
The following appointments are yet to be made. The Select-
board is seeking volunteers or recommendations: 

Planning Commission 
Trustee of the Meeting House 
Development Review Board and Alternates 
Conservation Commission 
Emergency Management Director / Coordinator 

  
Excess Weight Permits: Bert moved and Aaron seconded 
to approve the following Excess Weight Permit: 

• New England Quality Services dba Earth, Waste & 
Metal, 

• Demag Riggers & Crane, 
• Champlain Valley Plumbing & Heating, 
• JP Carrara & Sons, 
• Duquette Forestry Trans. 
• KT Power Inc 

 

Discussion: All requisite paperwork is in order Approved 
  
Contract with VTrans for Signage for Town Hill Rd RR 
Crossing: Steven reviewed the contract proposal from the 
VT Department of Transportation. Steven brought forth 
questions and concerns in respect to some specific lan-
guage in the proposed contract for instance; the definition of 
the “Project”, questions regarding the process of “binding” of 
the Town or the Selectboard in later years and an indemnity 
language the consequence thereof. The Selectboard are 
referring the contract to Barry Griffith, Town Agent for review 
and consultation at the April 4thSelectboard meeting. 
  
2018 Local Emergency Operations Plan (LEOP): Steven 
is reviewing and making up for updates. The Plan is due 
back to RRPC / LEPC by May 1st. 
  
Open to the Public: No members of Public present 
  
New Business: Bert moved and Aaron seconded to ap-
prove replacement of worn floor laminate in the Town Office. 
Discussion: An estimate from Shaky Construction not to ex-
ceed $250 was received. Approved 
  
Minutes: Aaron moved and Bert seconded to approve the 
minutes of 3/7/2018. Approved 
  
Orders: Bert moved and Aaron seconded to approve: 
Road Commissioner Orders # 3A of March 21, 2018 for 
$12,006.80 and Selectboard Orders # 3A of March 21, 2018 
for $6,384.78. Approved (Note: Selectboard Orders includes 
the ~$4,000 interest payment on the Garage bond.) 
  
Transfer Station $10 Punch Card Draw: February – B. 
Martin; March – Tim Faulkner 
  
Meeting was duly adjourned at 8:15 PM 
  

Respectfully submitted, Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk 
These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Select-
board at the next regularly scheduled meeting 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

April 4, 2018: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting 
  

Present at Meeting: Bert Potter, Selectman; Aaron Korzun, 
Selectman; Steven Nicholson, Selectmen; Jamie Carrara, 
Road Commissioner; Barry Griffith, Town Agent; Mark 
Goodwin, Clerk 
  
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM 
by Selectman Potter 
  
Approval of Agenda: Aaron moved and Bert seconded to 
approve the agenda. Approved  
  
Road Commissioner’s Report: Jamie notified the Select-
board that he had turned over the recently received notifica-
tion of insurance modification for Carrara’s Oil Rustproofing  

SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES 
The Selectboard meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday at 7pm at the Town Office. 
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for municipal vehicles to Barry Griffith, Town Agent in an 
attempt to understand what position the Town would be in if 
Town continued to utilize the service. It was not clear to the 
Selectboard, Road Commissioner or Town Agent what liabil-
ity relief Carrara’s Rustproofing was seeking. In so far as the 
letter was addressed to the Selectboard, Jamie indicated 
that he would contact Russ Carrara and attempt to get a 
better understanding as to the rationale for the notification 
letter. 
  
Contract FM0314 – VT Agency of Transportation 
The Town Agent was asked to examine the proposed con-
tract from the VT AOT concerning signage for the Town Hill 
RR Crossing. The Contract indicates that the regulatory 
signs that have already been installed, as a remedy for the 
safety hazard created by the poorly designed paving project 
completed in the fall of 2017 by an AOT Contractor are now 
the responsibility of the Town and will need to be maintained 
and or replaced as needed during their respective life cycle. 
Steven will again be taking the Town’s concerns regarding 
the Town Hill RR ROW issues to the Agency of Transporta-
tion management in Montpelier in the form of the non-
executed contract and a request for the reexamination of the 
work done in the ROW. According to the Road Commission-
er, Shrewsbury is not an isolated incident. Various RR 
crossing throughout District 3 apparently had similar issues. 
  
Appointments: Bert moved and Aaron seconded to ap-
prove the following appointments: 
Debbie Blecich; Library Board 
Bruce Bullock; Development Review Board 
Francis Wyatt; Development Review Board (Alternate) 
Approved 
  
2018 LEOP (Local Emergency Operations Plan): Steven 
indicated that he is still working on the update and expects 
to report by April 18 in order to submit to RRPC / VT 
DHSEM by the May 1st deadline. 
  
Excess Weight Permits: 
Bert moved and Steven seconded to approve the following 
Excess Weight Permit: 

Camp Precast Concrete Products 
Normandin Transit Inc, 
Fabian Earth Moving 
Champlain Construction Co 
Wisell’s Earthmoving 
Discussion: All requisite paperwork is in order  Approved 
  
Minimum Bid for Scheduled Tax Sale: Christopher 
Corsones, attorney supporting Randy Page, Delinquent Tax 
Collector in the upcoming tax sale, requested permission 
from the Selectboard to make the “minimum bid”. Bert 
moved and Steven seconded to authorize Chris Corsones to 
make the minimum bid at the Christopher Peer Tax Sale 
Scheduled for May 10 at the Town Office. 
  
Open to the Public: No members of Public present 
Transfer Station: Bert reported to the members that he has 
received two requests to maintain responsibility for the Re-
turnable Bottle Redemption Process at the Transfer Station. 
After discussion, the consensus was to give each entity; 
Shrewsbury Community Church and Rainbow Riding Center 
six month each to be responsible for bottle redemption pro-
ceeds. 
  
Minutes: Bert moved and Aaron seconded to approve the 
minutes of 3/21/2018. Approved 
  
Orders: Bert moved and Steven seconded to approve: 
Road Commissioner Orders # 4 of April 4, 2018 for 
$2,454.09 and Selectboard Orders # 4 of April 4, 2018 for 
$3,557.63. Approved 
  
Transfer Station $10 Punch Card Draw: April – Ed Ryan 
  
Meeting was duly adjourned at 8:10 PM 
  
Respectfully submitted, Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk These 
minutes are unofficial until approved by the Selectboard at 
the next regularly scheduled meeting. 
Editor’s Note: The minutes have been edited for brevity but 
not content. For complete minutes, go to the Town website 
www.shrewsburyvt.org 

SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES 
The Selectboard meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday at 7pm at the Town Office. 
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MESSAGE FROM MONTPELIER 
The gun bills I supported tried to balance a law-abiding 
citizen’s rights with an attempt to improve public safety. 
These changes to our gun laws are just one part of the 
solution to address the mass shootings. We all under-
stand that these laws will not be enough, but could 
help if we increase access to treatments for drug ad-
diction and mental health issues. We know that bully-
ing, violent video games, and even the lack of parent-
ing skills can contribute to an increase in violence.   
 

My focus was to see S.221 and H.422 pass, and that 
happened with the total support of the Legislature. 
S.221 denies firearms to anyone at an extreme risk of 
hurting themselves or others. H.422 removes firearm in 
the possession of a person accused of domestic as-
sault when a police officer arrests them, or obtains an 
arrest warrant. The firearm shall be made available to 
the owner within three business days after receipt of a 
written order from the court. 
 

There is much concern around S.55 that does not in-
terfere with a person’s ability to keep their firearms. 
The only thing going away are bump stocks that are 
due to be banned on the federal level. There will likely 
be a court challenge to the elimination of the purchase 
of large magazines and to any expansion of back-
ground checks. Personally, I would not sell a gun to 
any person I do not know without going through a 
dealer. The change to age 21 to purchase a shotgun or 
rifle just agrees with the age to purchase a handgun. 
All anyone has to do to buy a shotgun or rifle at age 18 
is complete a hunter safety course. Those in the mili-
tary or law enforcement are exempt from the new age 
21 limit. Background checks would not apply when gift-
ing or selling a gun to a family member. No guns are 
banned, and the current ownership is not affected. 
 

It was not helpful when the Governor stated several 
weeks before our debate that he would sign any gun 
bill that reached his desk. This provided the majority 
party with the opportunity to advance many changes 
with little incentive to compromise. Prior to S.55 reach-
ing the House floor for debate, the Judiciary Commit-
tee removed a mandate for safe storage and a 10-day 
waiting period. There were also many amendments 
accepted to improve the bill. I hope that this does not 
lead to more restrictive gun laws, and that is the major 
issue with the gun rights advocates. 
 

I listened to the debate about this important issue and 
do not know if these changes will help. I wanted to do 
the right thing and show support for the young people 
that are saying that we are not doing enough. Please 
understand that I think we must start somewhere to 
reduce the mass school shootings. We are requiring 
the evaluation of the safety in all schools, and are 
providing funding to improve safety.  

Rep. Dennis Devereux, VT House of Representatives  

 

 
 
Please join us for lunch, good conversation, and reac-
quaint yourself with your neighbors after the long, long 
winter! You’ll have a chance to contribute your 
thoughts and efforts to improve daily living for our resi-
dents facing challenges in our rural, mountain town. 
Invite your neighbor and offer to bring them with you! 
We look forward to seeing you on May 24! If you have 
questions, please call Judy Emerick at 492-2228 or 
Donna Swartz at 773-7403. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 
LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 
 
A Celebration of Life for Ed “Ted” Stevens 
Long-time resident of Shrewsbury, Ed Stevens passed 
on December 13, 2017, at the age of 93. The family 
invites his friends, neighbors and acquaintances to a 
Celebration of his Life on Saturday, May 19 at the 

Shrewsbury Meeting 
House about 11am fol-
lowing a military grave-
side service at 10:00 
am at the Northam 
Cemetery. His grand-
son, William Welch, 
Pastor of the Abundant 
Life Community Church 
in Orwell, VT, will offici-
ate.  

 
Our father’s great-granddaughters will sing Amazing 
Grace accompanied by one on the guitar. All are wel-
come to attend either or both services. We hope that 
neighbors and friends will share their stories about our 
Dad. A light brunch will be shared, as well as a slide 
show highlighting our Dad’s many years of life.   

Submitted by Kathy Watts 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Fido Kits 
Kudos to the Ladies Auxiliary of the Shrewsbury Fire 
Dept. for their acquiring two Fido kits, one for each fire 
station, to be used to resuscitate our beloved pets, in 
case they are victims of smoke. Thank you, ladies, for 
making this happen. 

Submitted by Ruth Winkler 
 

SHREWSBURY  
AGING IN PLACE 
FREE LUNCHEON 

 

Thursday, May 24  
12noon  

at the Meeting House  
on Lottery Road 
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 Road Resurfacing Project, Route 103 
The Vermont Agency of Transporta-
tion will undertake a road resurfacing 
project throughout the spring and 
summer of 2018 along Route 103 
from Rockingham to Clarendon. This 
project will proceed along Route 103 
through Rockingham, portions of 

Chester, Cavendish, portions of Ludlow, Mount Holly, 
Wallingford, Shrewsbury, and Clarendon. 
 
The contractor, Pike Industries, began preliminary 
construction activities the week of April 16 including 
the installation of construction signage, setting up 
message boards, and mobilization of equipment. Work 
will begin in the Town of Rockingham just south of the 
I91 northbound entrance and proceed northerly as the 
summer progresses. Work to be performed includes 
milling (grinding) of the existing road surface, pot hole 
repair, crack sealing where necessary, hot-in-place 
recycling, paving and other highway related items. This 
is a maintenance project designed to extend the life of 
the roadway and prevent further deterioration, and 
eliminating the need for extensive roadway repair in 
the future. 
 
Alternating one-way traffic patterns will be in effect 
along the length of the project. The traveling public can 
expect minor delays in these areas. 
 
Thank you for your assistance and cooperation 
throughout this portion of the 2018-2019 construction 
season. You may contact Project Outreach Coordina-
tor Natalie Boyle at (802) 855-3893 or 
nboyle@eivtech.com if you have any questions. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
The Shrewsbury Progressive Party 
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 23 
at 7:30 pm at the Shrewsbury Meeting House. All are 
welcome. For info., contact Barbara Hoffman at 492-
3532 or at barbarajean2468@gmail.com At our March 
meeting we responded to the Vermont Progressive 
Party’s request for feedback on its new draft of the 
VPP platform. Our suggestions were sent to the 
VPP. A final decision on a new VPP platform will be 
made at the State Committee Meeting on May 19.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 
Second Tuesday Lunch 
Join this casual group that meets monthly at area res-
taurants. It’s for the person who has the time, and en-
joys getting together with friends and neighbors at an 
area restaurant. Watch for dates and places on the 
Community Calendar each month.  Give it a try! Next 
luncheon on May 8 @ The Doll House at Stafford 
Tech; Call Carolee @ 773-6754 if you are able to at-
tend. 

 
Music at the Meeting House 
Opening the concert on Friday, April 27, will be the 
“Thursday Mornings…at Pierce’s Store” (Greg Miller, 
Paul Sgalia, and friends).  
 
The Plumb Bobs (Jonathan Czar, Aaron Schneider, 
Mary Barron, and Marcos Levy) hang loose, but their 
playing is tight. Lead singing bounces around from one 
Plumb Bob to the other. Choruses enjoy playful har-
monies. Their arrangements take advantage of each 
band members unique talents. The Plumb Bobs have 
created a folk/rock/eclectic sound that is all their own. 
They keep working each song until it is well ‘Plumbed.’ 
Enjoy them playing a mix of songs you may not have 
heard, and songs you may have heard…but want to 
hear again.  
 
The Miss Guided Angels (Lisa Gardener, George Nos-
trand, Bob Campbell, and James Ralb) have devel-
oped an Americana sound that leans toward folk and 
country with plenty of rock, blues and bluegrass to 
spice things up. The band is more than half way 
through an album being recorded and produced by lo-
cal folkster/singer-songwriter, Phil Henry.  
 
The Plumb Bobs and Miss Guided Angels will play the 
first concert to test the new acoustic ceiling tiles at the 
Meeting House. So, come on out and hear them….and 
hear the difference! Doors open at 6:25pm and the 
show starts at 7pm. 

Information and poster provided by Marcos Levy 
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We are truly blessed to live in a beautiful, highly for-
ested town, but sometimes it’s hard not to grumble 
about a long winter with endless snow storms, wind 
and rain. However, just turn on the Weather Channel 

and look at the wildfires that ravage the western parts 
of the country. Shrewsbury almost never experiences 
such a tragedy because of our climate and the fact that 
we have two very experienced fire wardens. On many 
occasions in past 
Times of Shrewsbury 
issues, you have read 
about the importance 
of notifying the fire 
wardens in regard to 
open burning and 
burn permits. Recent-
ly, this writer attended 
the annual State Fire 
Wardens meeting as 
a guest of our own 
Kevin Brown. Kevin 
was presented with a 
plaque for 25 years of 
diligent service and is 
one of the longest 
serving Forest Fire 
Wardens in the state.  Along with Kevin, Al Ridlon Jr. 
was recognized for 20 years of service as Deputy Fire 
Warden. Kevin was appointed to the position of 
Shrewsbury’s Warden upon the departure of Bill Bing-

ham who many of us remember as “Fireman Bill”. The 
responsibility of the wardens is primarily to oversee 
wildland fire danger. They officially have complete au-
thority and jurisdiction over wildland fire suppression in 
their towns as deemed by Vermont state law.   
 
Wardens have computer access to state agencies in 
regard to statewide or local burn bans due to weather 
conditions. They also have access to Vermont web 
sites for wardens regarding any conditions that might 

be of concern for the possible development of 
wildfire situations. Wardens are also provided 
with opportunities to acquire grants for forest fire 
equipment and have access to information re-
garding other grants such as those for installing 
or repairing dry hydrants.    
 
We congratulate both Kevin Brown and Al Ridlon 
Jr. on their recognition and thank them for their 
combined 45 years of service to our town.  
 
In other department business, the department 
responded to two incidents during the month of 
April. The first being a downed power line on 
Spring Lake Road during the high winds. Fortu-
nately, Green Mountain Power was able to re-
store the lines which fell creating very high tem-
peratures and setting a stump on fire.  After 
lines were restored, the stump was extin-
guished.  The second call was for a car accident 
involving a deer on Route 103. Because there 

were suspected fluid leaks from the vehicle, the de-
partment was called. 
 

Any folks in town 
who are interest-
ed in serving 
their community 
in the fire de-
partment are 
welcome to stop 
at the Cuttings-
ville Station, 
meet the mem-
bers, check out 
the equipment, 
and find out what 
we do.  The de-
partment meets 
every Thursday 
evening at 7:00 
PM, and you are 

more than welcome.   
Until next month, please stay FIRE SAFE! 

Submitted by Bob Snarski, SVFD Safety Officer 

One of the longest serving Fire Wardens in the State, Kevin 
Brown received a plaque honoring his 25 years of service at the 

State Fire Wardens meeting. 

At the State Fire Wardens meeting Al Ridlon, Jr., was recognized for his 
20 years of service. 



Times of Shrewsbury ~ May 2018 9 



Times of Shrewsbury ~ May 2018 10 

WELCOME BACK, DONNA and DICK SWARTZ! We 
were hoping they would bring warm weather from Ari-
zona, but no luck! April could be called “Re-scheduling 
for Weather.” “Tree Stories” with Gary Salmon moved 
from April 6th to April 20th; and the Famous Books 
Book Club (discussing Under the Wide and Starry Sky) 
moved from Sunday, April 15th to the 29th at 4 p.m. 
Let’s hope for better days in May! 
 
Coming Events: 
Friday, May 11 @ 7:30 p.m.: A screening of “13th,” the 
Emmy and Peabody Award-winning documentary 
about the Thirteenth Amendment and the criminal jus-
tice system, directed by Ava DuVernay, director of the 
Academy Award-nominated feature, “Selma.” Come 
early to be sure of a seat! 
 
Friday, May 25 @ 7:30 p.m.: ELSA TIROU, Rotary Ex-
change Student at Mill River, will talk about her native 
Belgium and her experiences in Vermont. 
 
Save these dates: 
Saturday, June 16 @ 7:30 p.m.: Help celebrate the 
publication of Yvonne Daley’s new memoir, Going Up 
the Country: When the Hippies, Freaks and Radicals 
Moved to Vermont. Yvonne will read from the book and 
talk about her writing process. 
 
Saturday, July 14, 10am to 2pm: CHARLIE PAQUIN 
shares his adventurous archaeological knowledge. At-
latl-throwing will be included! 
 

Continuing Programs: 
Sunday, April 29 @ 4 
p.m.: FAMOUS BOOKS 
BOOK CLUB: Under 
the Wide and Starry 
Sky by Nancy Horan 
(postponed from April 
15).  
 
Sunday, May 20 @ 
4pm: FAMOUS BOOKS 
BOOK CLUB: Bread 
and Roses, Too by 
Katherine Paterson, the 
VT Reads selection for 
2018. Thanks to the 

Vermont Humanities Council grant that supplies copies 
of this affecting book about child labor in the textile 
mills of Western Massachusetts. 
 
Sunday, May 27 @ 4pm: SCIENCE BOOK CLUB: 
What If? Serious Scientific Answers to Absurd Hypo-
thetical Questions by Randall Munroe. Copies are 
available at the Library. 

 
 
Wednesday, May 23 @ 6:30 
p.m.: QUILTERS’ GROUP: All 
welcome! Please call Donna 
Swartz for more information at 
775-7403. 
 

 
 
New Books include: 
• The “Red Sparrow” Trilogy by Jason Matthews: 

Red Sparrow, Palace of Treason, and The Krem-
lin’s Candidate (2018): The engrossing spy thrillers 
set in Russia; 

• Agatha Christie: A Life by Laura Thompson, a biog-
raphy about the mystery-filled life of a favorite mys-
tery writer; 

• Russian Roulette: The Inside Story of Putin’s War 
on America and the Election of Donald Trump by 
veteran journalist Michael Isikoff; 

• The Flight Attendant by Chris Bohjalian, the new 
novel by the Vermont writer; 

• The House of Broken Angels by Luis Alberto Urrea: 
A moving, harrowing novel about a Mexican-
American family in the American Southwest. 

 
New DVDs include: 
• Darkest Hour, starring Gary Oldman: The bio-pic 

about Churchill during WWII; Oldman won an Os-
car for best actor.  

• Call Me By Your Name, the Academy Award-
winning Best Picture, starring Armie Hammer and 
Timothee Chalamet. 

• Lady Bird, directed by Greta Gerwig and starring 
Saoirse Ronan and Laurie Metcalf: A funny, mov-
ing coming-of-age story; 

• The Handmaid’s Tale: Season 1, starring Elizabeth 
Moss, based on the novel by Margaret Atwood; 

• The Florida Project, starring Willem Dafoe: an af-
fecting slice-of-life drama; 

• I, Tonya, starring Margot Robbie and Alison Jan-
ney: The bio-pic about the Olympic skater’s rise 
and fall; 

• The Deuce: Season 1: The new series directed by 
David Simon, creator of “The Wire” and “Treme,” 
starring Maggie Gyllenhaal. 
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Memorial Day 2018 
As a contributor to the Shrewsbury Historical Society’s 
(SHS) monthly column, each year as the May copy is 
due, I’ve wanted to talk about Memorial Day, or as I 
remember, it was originally called "Decoration Day". As 
a child, I remember little red paper poppies. They were 
worn in honor of the fallen brave men and women who 
were killed fighting in a war. In 1915 during WW I, after 
a terrible battle in the countryside of Ypres, a Belgian 
municipality located in the Flemish Province of West 
Flanders, a Canadian Army MD, Lt. Col. John McCrae 
wrote the following poem. It reads: 
 

In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place, and in the sky, 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly, 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
We are the dead; short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 
Take up our quarrel with the foe! 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high! 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 

 

A few years later, American Moina Michael read this 
poem and was moved to make a pledge to always 
wear a red poppy as a sign of remembrance for keep-
ing faith with all who died in war. Because of Michael’s 
cause to sell paper poppies with proceeds going to as-
sist in helping disabled veterans and their families, the 
red poppy emblem was taken up by various organiza-
tions, among them the National American Legion and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. In 1948, a 3 cent US. 
Commemorative postage stamp was issued in her 
honor showing her face and the poppy, printed over a 
red background. She was called the "Poppy Lady". 

The large rock standing in front of the SHS Museum 
holds a plaque that reads: "George Wallace Foster, 
Age 24 Years, 1st Lieut. Co. D, 101st Inf., 2nd Div, Killed 
in Action in Argonne Forest, October 25, 1918. This 
tablet is erected by the citizens of his home town in 
recognition of his valiant service and heroic death in 
the cause of humanity." 
 

Underneath the tall spruce tree in front of the Museum 
there are two small memorial stones placed there 
many years later, honoring two young men who were 
killed during World War II. They read: "Pvt. Francis 
Lewis Trombley, Killed in Action Dec. 10, 1944 in 
France" and "Raymond Richard Geehan, Gunners Ma-
te 3rd Class, USN." 
 
Every year, our town’s keepers of small American flags 
replace the old with new flags, at all Shrewsbury grave 
sites of men and women, who died fighting a war in 
service to our country. As a little girl, I remember see-
ing men selling the red paper poppies before Decora-
tion Day on the busy streets of Hempstead, our village 
on Long Island. My Dad always bought one and kept it 
in his car. 
 
The Historical Society’s first meeting of this year  
will be held in the museum on Tuesday, May 15th at 
7pm. Please join us.            Submitted by Ruth Winkler 

Commemorative stone standing  
in front of the SHS museum. 
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 Do You have a Child who would like social time on 
Sunday Morning? Please consider joining us at 10:30 -
12 noon Sundays at the Shrewsbury Center Communi-
ty Church Upstairs at the Meeting House in the Chil-
dren’s Room. We have story time, crafts, activities and 
snacks. Contact Allison Stone 352-5189 or Anissa 
Park 259-2564 for Preschool and Lynette Over 775-
0853 for 1st-3rd grades. All are welcome to be part of 
this program. We also welcome parent participation. 
 
Sunday Mornings, 9:00 to 10:15 - Shrewsbury Singers 
meet at the Center Church to sing songs that have 
originated from throughout the world, spanning centu-
ries and musical styles. All are welcome to sing or just 
listen! 
 

We had a wonder-
ful Service on 
Easter Sunday! It 
was so nice to see 
the Easter Lilies, 
Tulips, Carnations 
and Candle Lite 
and listen to the 
amazing organ! All 
are welcome to 
attend worship 

services at the Church. It’s a wonderful time to relax 
and meditate. I know it helps me get grounded after 
busy and often hectic weeks. I always leave refreshed 
and ready to begin a new week! 
 

 
Community Needs 

Wedding, Funeral or Memorial Service Requests: Con-
tact Rita Lane 775-2578, Sue Kelley 492-3738, 779-
5241 or Donna Smith 492-3367. Community Helping 
Hand Requests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578 or Donna 
Smith 492-3367. Pastoral Care, Home, Hospital Visita-
tion, Outreach Requests:  Contact Rita Lane 775-2578, 
Roxanne Ramah 492-3675 or Ruth Kinne 775-5318. 

 

As we celebrate Mother’s Day on Sunday May 13 and Father’s Day on June 17 we are honoring and remem-
bering Mothers and Fathers by designating these two days as “Community Sharing Days”. We are accepting 
donations of $5 in memory or in honor of Mothers and Fathers. Donations will go to the Community Sharing 
Project. All remembrances will be listed in our Sunday Bulletins on Mother’s Day and Father’s Day and in a 
future issue of the Shrewsbury Times. The Community Sharing Project helps Shrewsbury Folks young and old 
in need. The ability to help members of our community is totally dependent on the number of donations re-
ceived. Send your check made out to Shrewsbury Community Church to: Shrewsbury Community Church, c/o 
Sue Kelley, PO Box 366 Shrewsbury, VT 05738. 
 
Name:                              
 
Mailing Address:                           
 
Donation Amount:  $5  or other amount    ______ 
 
In Memory, or in Honor of:                        

Community Church Calendar 
All services are at the Shrewsbury Center Church 

 
May 6 @ 1030am: Sunday Fun Day Children’s Program. 
Worship Service & Holy Communion led by Rev. Bob 
Boutwell. Please bring a non-perishable item for the food 
shelf. 
 
May 13 @ 1030am: Sunday Fun Day Children’s Pro-
gram. Worship Service led by Donna Smith. 
 
May 16 @ 1200 noon: Prayer Shawl Group will meet at 
the home of Meg Mellor. Please bring a bag lunch. Dinks 
and dessert provided. All are welcome to come and enjoy 
the fellowship! Please call Meg 492-8779. 
 
May 20 @ 1030am: Sunday Fun Day Children’s Pro-
gram.Worship Service led by Betsy Miller. 
 
May 27 @ 1030am:  Sunday Fun Day Children’s Pro-
gram. Worship Service led by Rev. Bob Boutwell. 

FREE COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF 
At the Library in the front entry way. All Community 
Members are Welcome to Come in and Help Your-
self any time the Library is OPEN! 
 
Food is also available upstairs at the Shrewsbury 
Meeting House on Sunday from 9am-12noon or by 
appointment. 
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Tree ID: The Sum of the Features 
Shrewsbury White Ash Primer 

While Emerald Ash borers have little trouble identifying 
ash trees the actual homeowner may not be so lucky. 
White ash is the most likely tree to be found in yards 
and forest edges in Shrewsbury. Green ash is similar 
but likes its feet wet. Mountain ash is NOT an actual 
ash and is not threatened by Emerald Ash borer. To 
ensure that your tree is an ash and not something else 
I offer the follow primer to ash identification. If you find 
no ash – EAB will not be a direct concern. If you do 
find ash it is time to take inventory. 

 
BARK: Soft, rough, thick, 
with diamond shaped fur-
rows, on medium to large 
trees. Fingernail will easily 
push into bark. BUT, other 
Shrewsbury look-a-likes 
can be willow, butternut, 
walnut, bitternut hickory, 
horse chestnut, aspen, or 

basswood. In Rutland, most bark confusion is with 
Norway Maple and Box Elder. 

 
LEAVES: A compound leaf with 5-9 
leaflets. dark green on top and lighter 
green on the bottom.  BUT, Shrews-
bury look-a-likes include the walnuts, 
butternuts, and hickories. 
 

SEED: About 2” long and easily con-
fused with a very miniature canoe pad-
dle (paddle end). Seeds mature in late 
summer/early fall and hang in cluster in 
crown. An ash ID giveaway.  
 
BUDS:  At the end of every branch and along the sides 
waiting for you to see them between October and 
June. They are blunt and rounded with the terminal 
bud (at the end of any branch) larger than the two oth-
er buds in the cluster. A half smile of a bud scar lies at 
the bottom of each bud cluster. An ash ID giveaway. 

 
 
 
 

BRANCHING: Ash has an OPPOSITE branching pat-
tern along with maples and occasional Shrewsbury 
horse chestnut. Any side branch will have another one 

on the opposite side of the 
limb it is growing from or 
some evidence of it. All other 
tree species in Shrewsbury 
have alternate branching pat-
terns. Opposite branching - 
not a maple – think ASH. 

Remember the tree is the sum of its features when ID 
is involved. So you may find you’ll keep getting con-
fused until you have assembled all the evidence to 
make an ID. As David Sibley points out in THE SIBLEY 
GUIDE TO TREES - use multiple features because in 
most cases “no single field mark will ever be sufficient 
to identify a tree.” If all else fails – call the Tree Warden 
or any forester or arborist. Have a Happy Arbor Day 
on May 4th. 

Submitted by Gary Salmon, Tree Warden 
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Busy Beavers 
While we (the people) were shoveling, the beavers 
were continuing timber operations at Patch Hollow… 
  
The top photo shows a well-worn path to the pond and 
their lodge.  The brush at the pond opening is the re-
sult of last minute branch trimming before swimming 

the saplings under-
water to their lodge. 
The photo below 
shows the saplings 
harvested. 
Submitted by Sandy 

Bragg 
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A Fond Farewell… 
I write this with both a touch of sadness and a great 
deal of happiness. 
 
Our Principal, Deb Fishwick, is moving on, having ac-
cepted a position as Co-Principal at the Manchester 
Elementary Middle School (MEMS) starting July 1. Deb 
has worked at the Mountain School since 2000, start-
ing as a classroom teacher, moving into the Interim 
Principal position in 2002, and becoming our Principal 
in 2004. She has successfully shepherded the school 
and staff through so many changes. Education in VT is 
a constantly changing landscape with fewer students, 
but infinitely higher individual student needs. Deb has 
been a constant advocate for all of our children and 
our school. 
 
The system that Deb is moving to is so much bigger 
than the Mountain School, but I bet she will know every 
child’s name just as she knew every name and every 
child at our school. I think that says a great deal about 
what kind of teacher and principal that Deb is. I hope 
that MEMS and the Manchester community values and 
appreciates her as much as much as we have.   

Submitted by Adrienne Raymond 
 
A Warm Hello… 
Early in April, our Mill River school district selected 
Jodi Stewart-Ruck as the new principal of the Mountain 
School.  
 
Involved in education since 2006, Jodi has both taught 
and undertaken a wide variety of administrative duties. 
She has worked for the Mill River High School since 
fall of 2013, where she was Dean of Students for four 
years. Last year, her responsibilities were expanded to 
include coaching faculty throughout the district in profi-
ciency based learning (this is the new student assess-
ment system). This school year she took on the new 
title of Director of Personalized Learning taking on the 
role of leading the district as we make the shift toward 
personalized learning planning for our students. (If you 
have thrown up your hands over this new education 
jargon, Proficiency Based Learning, PBL; and Person-
alized Learning Plans, PLP; you are in good company! 
Both have been mandated by the state and in this in-
stance, both are forward thinking laws which are mak-
ing VT a national leader in education.) With these addi-
tional responsibilities, Jodi has spent a good deal of 
time in all our district schools and knows our Mountain 
school quite well. 
 

When she is not at her desk or at one of the five district 
schools, she lives in MIddletown Springs with her hus-
band Sean, Eliza her seven-year-old daughter, Sam 
her five-year-old son, a golden retriever, a cat and one 
pet lizard. She says it is always interesting at her 
house. Jodi is very excited about continuing the great 
work which has occurred at the Mountain school. She 
says, “I am incredibly excited to get to be a part of the 
Shrewsbury community and I cannot wait to get to 
know every student and to work hard and learn every-
thing I can about the community.” Welcome Jodi! 

Submitted by Andy Richards-Peelle 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
Climb Shrewsbury Peak to See the Site & Signs! 
The Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation has 
placed signs designating the 100-acre Shrewsbury 
Peak Natural Area encompassing the boreal forest at 
the summit of Shrewsbury.  There are signs on both 
the Shrewsbury Peak trail originating from the former 
CCC camp and on the Black Swamp Trail, as well as 

informational signs at the summit. And just in case 
you’re not going to make it up to the Peak this year, 
you can say you’ve seen the markers right here in the 
Times of Shrewsbury! 

Submitted by Sandy Bragg and Barry Griffith 

MILL RIVER UNIFIED UNION  
SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 
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A	  Portable	  Latin	  for	  Gardeners	  

by	  James	  Armitage	  
	  	  ★★★★★ 

As we’re all waiting for spring (and waiting and wait-
ing), I thought I’d review this wonderful little paperback 
book (exquisitely designed and beautifully illustrated) 
that offers a convincing explanation as to why we 
should take the time and trouble to use the Latin when 
describing the garden plants we so love. 
  
Yes, Latin is a dead language, but it is 
a universal language. The plants we grow in our gar-
dens in Shrewsbury come from all over the world, so to 
gain reliable information about them, it is important that 
we all use the same names for them. It is essential that 
plant names be universal—for scientific communica-
tion, conservation, or just the plain sharing of infor-
mation amongst fellow gardeners. 
  
My favorite take-away from this book is that the Latin 
names are like little parcels of information about the 
plants, including flower color, habit, habitat—all of the 
most practical information that is so helpful, especially 
for us in Shrewsbury trying to eke out beauty from less 
than desirable climate and soil conditions. Once it is 
understood that Latin plant names are practical tools 
and not just an inconvenient necessity, they can help 
us enjoy the plants around us and add greatly to the 
pleasures of gardening. 
  
A brief guide to plant names and how to use this book 
are included at the beginning, and the chapters are as 
follows: 
  
• CHAPTER ONE: Color (light, bright, dark, and mul-

ticolor) 
• CHAPTER TWO: PLANT FORM (habit, spreading 

growth, size, shape) 
• CHAPTER THREE: FEATURES OF PLANTS 

(flowers, leaves, fruit, stems and stalks, texture and 
thorns,          taste and smell, additional features) 

• CHAPTER FOUR: COMPARISONS 
• CHAPTER FIVE: PLACES AND PEOPLE 
• CHAPTER SIX: IDEAS, ASSOCIATIONS, AND 

PROPERTIES—includes an A-Z index. 

 I don’t think our library has a copy of this book as yet, 
so if you are interested in getting a copy, here is some 
information: The University of Chicago Press 
www.press.uchicago.edu ISBN-13: 978-0-226-45536-5 
and ISBN-10: 0-226-45536-X. I’m sure your favorite 
book store would order it for you. (There is also anoth-
er book available by the same author, “Latin for Gar-
deners.”) 
  
I don’t know how this tidbit fits in, but hemerocallis, the 
name of our beloved daylily, in Greek, means “beauty 
for a day.” 

Reviewed by Marilyn Dalick 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 
 

Reinbow Riding Celebrates Its 10th Year 
2018 marks our 10th year of providing lesson.  Time 
has flown by! We are looking forward to a busy year 
with some new programs. One program we are starting 
is for mature riders that have not ridden in a while or 
need to get their confidence back.  We would start in 
the ring and hope to transition on to the trail.  If you are 
interested in volunteering, please join us on May 12 for 
our Volunteer Orientation from 10am -12noon at 2579 
Eastham Road, Shrewsbury.  We are scheduled to 
start lessons on May 19! 

Submitted by Anna McGee Hanso, Executive Director 
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This month we'll look at Wild Chervil, not yet present 
in many parts of town, and thus a good candidate for 
a convincing removal. This plant is all too present on 
Rt. 100 north of Rt. 4, where it lines the road and is 
invading fields and pastures, rapidly presenting a solid 

front of lacy white. Animals find it dis-
tasteful, so it is not good fodder. 
Queen Ann's Lace, which Chervil flow-
ers resemble, also will spread, but in-
termingles with other wayside plants 
such as Chicory and Rabbit's foot 
Clover, to pleasing effect. Chervil 
seeks to overwhelm rather than inter-
mingle, a nefarious strategy for any 
organism! 
 
Chervil has finely cut, fern-like leaves, 

and white lacy umbels. These later form thin black 
seeds, the plant's main and very effective means of 
spread. The ideal time to pull chervil, and wild parsnip, 
is when the flowers first appear, before they have 
moved towards forming seeds. Chervil is relatively 
easy to uproot, with the help of a gardening fork or 
spade. Cut off the roots, put them in the sun to dry, 
discard or compost the rest. 
 
Now, consider Purple Loosestrife, the beautiful seduc-
tress of the invasive plant world. This gorgeous domi-
natrix of the wetlands displaces our native  
cattails and other iconic plants. Cattails work to clean 
the water in a wetland; Loosestrife does not. Nor does 
it provide food for wetland inhabitants, as do plants 
that have evolved along with them. 
 
 Loosestrife has tough, woody roots that are not easily 
removed once established in thick, mucky soil. So, 
once again, early intervention is key, using a garden 
fork to pull that initial interloper as soon as you can 
recognize it. There are plenty of other beautiful flowers 
on our landscape. Let's keep the bullies out! 
 
I will be contacting people soon who I think may be 
willing to help locate and/or remove some invasives 
this spring, summer, fall. I would love to hear from an-
yone who is so inclined. A workshop is planned for the 
latter part of June. Participants will learn to identify 
several invasive plants, and best methods of removal. 
Then, those interested will work on an area of infesta-
tion, most likely with Garlic Mustard or Wild Parsnip. 
Look for details in the June Shrewsbury Times, and for 
posters around town. Please join us!  

Submitted by Pam Darrow, for the SCCC 

 

Moving Sale 
 

Friday - Saturday - Sunday 
May 11, 12, & 13, 2018 

9:00am – 4:00pm 
 

203 Violet Page Road 
Shrewsbury, VT 

(off Wilmoth Hill Road or Covered Bridge Road) 
 

Indoor Items: 
Chairs, three dressers, king size bed, , Desk, 
TV, floor lamps, miscellaneous small tables, 

desk, Dishes, Pots & Pans 
tools, lots of books, and 

 other miscellaneous items 
 

Outdoor items: 
Husqvarna Generator 

Shovels, Rakes 
Weed trimmer 

 

Questions? Call 492-3458 or 492-3502 
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Blood Pressure/Foot Care Clinics 
• Wednesday, 05/02/2018, Wallingford, Wallingford 

House, 10:30am 
• Thurs, 05/03, Rutland, Parker House, 10am 
• Wed, 05/09, Rutland, Templewood Court, 10am 
• Wed, 05/16, Rutland, Sheldon Towers, 9am 
• Wed, 05/16, Rutland, Linden Terrace, 11am 
• Thurs, 05/17, Rutland, Maple Village, 10am 
• Wed, 05/30, Rutland, Godnick Adult Cen-

ter, 12:30pm 
• Thurs, 05/31, North Clarendon, North Clarendon 

Community Center, 12:30pm 
The cost of the foot clinic is $10. No appointment nec-
essary. Please call 802.770.1536 for more infor-
mation.   
 
Bereavement Groups 
Bennington –  First and Third Thursday of each month 
from 11am-noon at the UU Fellowship Meetinghouse. 
The Reverend Lucy Ijams, spiritual and bereavement 
coordinator for the Bennington VNAHSR office, will 
facilitate. Call 802.442.0510 for more info.  Every 
Tuesday at 6pm at Grace Congregational Church, 
Rutland. The Reverend Andrew Carlson, office chap-
lain for the Rutland VNAHSR office, will facilitate. Call 
802-770-1613 for more information. Bereavement 
groups are free and open to the public. 
  

A support group for individuals with bowel and bladder 
ostomies and continent diversions will be Saturday, 
May19, from 10:30am to 12noon at the Rutland office 
on 7 Albert Cree Drive. For more details, contact Kate 
Lawrence, MSN RN CWOCN at 802-770-1682. 

 

 

 
SHREWSBURY HOME FOR SALE 

Three Bedroom, Full Bath, 
Large Country Kitchen 

Two Car Attached Garage 
Separate Storage Garage 

  1.8 acres with Pond & Mountain Views 
$119,900 

 (802) 492-3466 
 
 

TIMES OF SHREWSBURY  
Is online at the town website at 
www.shrewsburyvt.org 
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Annual Tinmouth Plant Sale 
The 33rd annual Tinmouth Plant Sale will 
be held on Saturday, May 12, from 8:00-
10:00am. Viewing will be from 7:30-
7:55am. No sales before 8:00am. Come 
early for the best selection. There is a big 
rush when we say "go" right at 8.  Please 

come to buy locally grown and dug perennials and 
shrubs from Tinmouth gardens. Local master garden-
ers will be on hand to answer your gardening ques-
tions. The sale supports the Tinmouth Scholarship 
Fund for continuing education of Tinmouth students. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Bike Safety Day 
On Saturday, May 12, from 10am--12:30pm the Wall-
ingford Community Bike Safety Day will host it's 20th 
Annual event at the Wallingford Elementary School. 
This fun, interactive and collaboratively sponsored 
event has something for all ages: free helmet fitting to 
an obstacle course; bike safety inspections to 911 res-
cue vehicle / law enforcement interactions, etc. There 
are terrific prize give-a-ways, face painting, refresh-
ments and much more; because of the generous sup-
port of sponsors & volunteers. For more info, to make 
a donation, or to volunteer, contact Rotarian Co-Chair, 
Adrian Eisler 802.446.7011 or GE Co-Chair Rodney 
Ward at 802.446.3672.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Tinmouth Old Firehouse Spring Concert Series 
• Friday, April 27: Last Train to Zinkov 
• Saturday, May 12: Jenni Johnson  
• Friday, May 25: House Blend  
• Friday, June 8: Cindy Kallet and Grey Larsen 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Sooles-4-Souls Collection 
Soles4Souls–a non-profit social enterprise that creates 
sustainable jobs and provides relief through the distri-
bution of shoes and clothing around the world will be 
collecting shoes in our area. Founded in 2006, the or-
ganization has distributed more than 30 million pairs of 
new and used shoes in 127 countries. Engel & Volkers 
with be hosting a Soles 4 Souls shoe drive in Ludlow 
and Mount Holly during the entire month of May. If you 
have shoes to donate bring your new or used shoes of 
any kind to: 126 Main Street, Ludlow, VT and other lo-
cations between May 1 and May 31,. For more infor-
mation, please contact: Pam McLaughlin at 
pam.mclaughlin@evusa.com or call 802-975-0338.  

 
 

GREEN UP DAY 
Saturday 

 

MAY 5  
8:00-10:00AM  

 
 

Pick up your route and collection bags  
at the Meeting House 

 
Bring bags to Transfer Station 10am-12noon 

 
Donuts, Muffins, Juice, & 

Coffee too! 
 

More details in this issue 

Siamese Tree 
“Somewhere” in Shrews-bury is/are two Sugar Maple 
Trees that have literally joined together. On a Green 
Mountain Club hike recently, Jerry Parker climbed up to 
measure the circumference above and below the joints. 
The larger tree is 55 ¾” below the joint and 51” above. 
However, the smaller tree is 37 ½” below  and 41” 
above the joint….which might mean it’s getting 
nutrients from the adjoining larger trunk (in case you 
didn’t get that higher math….the larger tree is larger at 
the bottom than it’s top and the reverse is true for the 
smaller tree…..) Jerry says he was walking by one day 
when he said “Wow! Isn’t that neat!”  And it is! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bone Builders 
9-10am 

Every Tuesday and Thursday 
at the Meeting House on Lottery Road 

Free weights and Instruction 
 

Join us to improve your  
Bones, Balance, and Strength 
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Rutland Farmers Market 
Summer Hours begin May 12 

Saturday 9am-2pm 
Wednesday 3pm-6pm 

 
Ludlow Farmers Market 

Summer Hours begin May 25 
Friday 4pm-7pm 

 

Local family of three 
Looking for a long-term  

rental in Shrewsbury 
beginning July 1st 

 

Professionals with an infant daughter and no pets. 
References provided upon request. 

Please contact us at  
802-671-5541 
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New Monthly Feature 
As we announced in last month’s Times, each month 
we’ll include a graphic that shows the store’s revenues 
as of the most recently completed month. This chart 
will have three bars: our total annual budget goal, the 
year to date budget goal based on the average sales 
from the past seven years, and the actual year to date 
revenues. The chart shown is for the first quarter of the 
year, January through March.  
 

Ways you can help eliminate that shortfall: 
** Be Part of the 10% Solution and boost your typi-
cal purchases by 10%.  
** If you are a member, volunteer or employee you 
can waive your discount. To date about 30 people 
have waived their discount. 

 
Pierce’s Garage 
We’d like your ideas. As we plan events for Pierce’s 
Garage, we’d like suggestions and input from you. 
Some generic ideas are  
Story hours around a theme, perhaps Shrewsbury his-
tory tales, or why do you live in Shrewsbury, or amaz-
ing coincidences, or . . . .  
Music or entertainment nights of local groups, karaoke, 
sing-alongs, skits . . . . 
Game nights of Bingo, cribbage, card games . . . .  
What thoughts do you have? Please send them to 
pierces.store@gmail.com 
 
Here’s the anticipated menu for May. We assume that 
the weather will warm in May so that you won’t be 
looking for hot soups. Thus, we’re transitioning to 
mostly salads. The menu will always be posted daily 

on our Facebook page and sent to the daily e-mail list. 
If you want to be included on the e-mail distribution 
please let me know at pierces.store@gmail.com.  
 
Some of Rob’s Salads to Look Forward to: 
Russian Potato Salad 
Sesame Noodles 
Greek Salad 
Chinese Chicken Salad 
and many more 
 
Specialty Wednesday Pizza Varieties 
5/2 Pesto, chopped tomatoes & mozzarella 
5/9 Butternut squash, caramelized onions, mozzarella 
& parmesan 
5/16 Creole marinara with Andouille & mozzarella 
5/23 Asparagus leek with mozzarella & parmesan 
5/30 Southwestern with marinara, sautéed jalapenos, 
chorizo, & mozzarella 

 
Tasty Beaujolais-Villages Special! 
Pierce’s got a good deal on some silky 2016 
Louis Jadot Beaujolais-Villages for $10.99. This 
is a classy well-balanced French wine which 
Wine Spectator described as “Slightly spicy with 

a touch of grey pepper, licorice and a touch of rose 
flower”. Only $9.99 if special ordered. 

 

 

 
Pierce’s Garage Opening 

We’re planning two events in Pierce’s Garage 
for the month.  
 

 Friday, May 11 there  will be a “soft open
 ing” featuring sit-down pizza 
 Friday, May 25 we will have the grand 
 opening.  
 

More details on both will follow. 
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Carroll and Beverly Adams 
Gary & Minnie Arthur 
Steve Banik & Virginia Gundersen 
Randell & Dianne Barclay 
Michael & Elizabeth Bedesem 
John & Linda Berryhill 
Rich Bettelli & Fran Patten 
Rich Biziak 
Dave & Debbie Blecich 
Sheree Bloch 
Sandy & Kristi Bragg 
Richard & Susan Buchanan 
Dan & Ginny Buckley 
Michael & Carol Calotta 
John & Connie Cioffi 
Christina Clarke 
Marilyn Dalick 
Sally Deinzer 
Ray DiPrinzio & Lisa Garson 
Ernst & Rosemarie Dobler 
Elwert Family 
Nils & Pamela Eriksen 
Liz Flint 
Scott Garren & Heather Shay 
Jonathan Gibson & Eliza 
Mabry 
The Gile Family 
Mark & Carol Goodwin 

Pam & Peter Grace 
Barry & Barb Griffith 
John & Betty Heitzke 
George & Betsy Hinckley 
Barbara Hoffman 
Carmine Iannace 
Dick & Judy Keane 
Art Krueger & Trish Norton 
Robert & Judith Landon 
Rita Lane 
Clare & Ed Mangine 
Gerry & Chryl Martin 
Stephen Martyn 
Hull & Taffy Maynard 
Lynn McDermott 

Michael & Jennifer McDermott 
John & Barbara Kay O'Dowd 
John & Sharon Perry 
Russ & Grace Pratt 
Roxanne Ramah 
Russell & Donna Reay 
Reinbow Riding Center 
Helen & Andy Richards-Peelle 
The Ridlon Family 
Dick & Lillian Rohe 
Tom & Donna Ryan 
Brian & Patricia Sedaille 
Shaun Seymour 
Shrewsbury 
     Community Church 
 Historical Society 
 Library 
     Volunteer Fire Department 
Bill & Donna Smith 
Lisa Steckler 
Cynthia Thornton 
Liesbeth van der Heijden 
Ann Vanneman 
Lana Vanucchi 
Howard & Deborah Weaver 
Michael & Phyllis Wells 
Jim & Nancy West 
Lee Wilson 
The Winkler Family 
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