
FIREFIGHTER FLAGS FOR MEMORIAL DAY 

Ethan Severy places firefighter flag  
on grave of Tim Stewart. 

Ethan, Phil Jr., Alannah, and Phil Sr. place  
a firefighter flag on grave of Art Patten. 

 Several years ago, it was brought to the attention of the SVFD 
that we should remember and honor those people who at one time 
served in the fire department and have passed. There are many 
stories to be learned from the stones in our cemeteries. Placing 
markers and flags helps to remember those who served us as fire-
fighters. Over the past few years, Al Ridlon Sr., who is our last 
serving “charter member”, has headed up the flag and marker de-
tail. Along with Al, Barry Griffith and Bob Snarski have tried to lo-
cate and place markers and flags at the appropriate grave sites.  
The markers and flags are purchased through the “firefighters’ 
fund”, which is money donated in memory of passed members, or 
from people who have made donations to this cause. 
 
Currently, markers are placed in Laurel Glen Cemetery for Art Pat-
ten, Foster Pratt, Hugh Pratt, Miles Richards, John Spencer, Tim 
Stewart, and Clinton Fiske. In Northam Cemetery, they are placed 
for Harold LaPointe, Bill Stevens, Conrad Cyr, George Ladd, Jim 
Jeffords, and Phil Pinkowski. In East Clarendon, Edgar Ridlon, 
Leon Hamilton, Don Kelly, and Lyle VanGuilder are remembered. 
George “Red” Brigham, our first fire chief, is honored with a mark-
er and flag at his private grave site on Copperas Hill.  Also, in the 
Ludlow cemetery, is a Shrewsbury flag and marker for C.J. (Clay-
ton J.) Stewart. 
 
This year, along with Barry Griffith, Bob Snarski, and Al Ridlon Sr., 
the Philip Severy family helped to place flags in order to start 
passing on the tradition of SVFD remembrance.   
 
We are honored that these people and others at one time re-
sponded to help their neighbors in need and gave of their time and 
talents to establish our Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department. 

Article and Photos by Bob Snarski 

 

Informational Meeting with Selectboard and Green Mountain Power 
 

Thursday, June 7   ~~   7:00pm at the Town Meeting House 
Have you noticed several places in town where electric utility poles are cropping up in new places along the 
roads in Shrewsbury? That is because Green Mountain Power is trying to move lines that crisscross fields 
and forests to more accessible areas along our roads in town. To those of us with frequent power outages, it 
sounds like a great idea, but moving transmission lines along the roads also eliminates the shady tree cano-
py that makes our rural roads so beautiful, and poorly placed poles have long term visual impacts that resi-
dents may not desire. The Selectboard has requested an informational meeting with GMP to review their 
purpose and the process of determining where lines will be placed, as well as outline how those with con-
cerns can impact the decision-making process. There are several roads in Shrewsbury that are due to be 
altered by redesign, including the Northam Road from the Center up to Pierces, Crown Point Road, and 
more on the Cold River Road. Come find out more by attending this meeting! 

Submitted by Louise Duda, Shrewsbury Conservation Commission 
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Election Reminders 
Vermont State Primary – Tuesday August 14, 2018 
Polls Open at the Shrewsbury Community House open 
at 10:00am - until 7:00pm. 
 
Early & Absentee Ballots will be available by June 30. 
 
General Election – Tuesday November 6, 2018 
Polls Open at the Shrewsbury Community House open 
at 10:00am - until 7:00 pm. 
 
Early & Absentee Ballots will be available by Septem-
ber 22, 2018 
 
Requests for Absentee Ballots can be made by con-
tacting the Clerk or by a requesting a ballot online at 
My Voter Page - https://mvp.sec.state.vt.us/ 

Submitted by Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

Independent Justice of the Peace Candidates 
Last Day to file with the Town Clerk is 

Friday August 17, 2018 
The Last Day to file a petition and consent for 
independent nominations for Justice of the Peace 
candidates, not later than 5:00 p.m. on the third day 
after the primary election. 17 V.S.A. § 2413(e). If you 
have any additional questions, please contact the 
Town Clerk. Mark Goodwin, at 492-3511. 

 
 

Vermont State Senators: 
Sen. David Soucy: dsoucy@leg.state.vt.us 

Sen. Margaret K. Flory: pflory@leg.state.vt.us 
Sen. Brian Collamore: bcollamore@leg.state.vt.us 

 

Vermont State House of Representative: 
Dennis J. Devereux: ddevereux@leg.state.vt.us 

 
The Vermont General Assembly is in session January 
thru June. To view committee member-ships, bills that 
have been introduced, track each bill’s progress, and 
review committee agendas go to www.leg.state.vt.us. 
During the week you can contact your legisla-
tor by leaving a message at the State House by call-
ing 1-800-322-5616 or 828-2228 (the Sergeant-At-
Arms' Office). 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

United States Senators: 
Senator Patrick Leahy 

www.leahy.senate.gov/contact 
Vermont Office: (802) 229-0569 

Washington office: (202) 224-4242 
 

Senator Bernie Sanders 
www.sanders.senate.gov/contact 
Vermont Office:  (800) 339-9834 

Washington D. C. Office:  
(202) 224-5141; Fax (202) 228-0776 

 
United States House of Representative: 

Representative Peter Welch 
https://welch.house.gov/contact 

Vermont Office:  (802) 652-2450  or (888) 605-7270 
Washington, D.C. Office:  (202) 225-4115 

The Times of Shrewsbury 
the letter will run. If the named entity responds, the response and 
initial letter will run in the same issue. 
 
There is no charge for: jokes, poems, essays, nature reports, 
family event announcements, or feature articles or letters that are 
non-commercial.  
 
Articles and Advertisements: Deadline for submission is the 
20th of the month prior to publication; exceptions will be an-
nounced in the prior month’s Times. If you have questions, call 
Chryl Martin at 492-2244 or email shrewsburytimes@gmail.com 
    

Best Formats: Articles: Word or in an email message with no 
formatting. Photos: JPG.  Ads: JPG file or Word document. 
 

Monthly Advertisement fees: 
  Full page $80  1/4 page $10 
  1/2 page $45   Business card $5 
  Classified ad (15 words) $2.  
  Addition fee to create an ad $5 
Payment is due by the 20th of the month prior to publication. 

The Times of Shrewsbury is published monthly February 
through December. It is compiled by volunteers from material 
submitted by residents with the goal being to keep townspeople 
informed of what is happening in Shrewsbury. The views and 
opinions expressed in articles are solely those of the author and 
not necessarily those of the editors. 
 
All submissions are subject to editing for length and clarity and 
must be accompanied by the name of the submitting person. 
Letters to the Editor exceeding 350 words will be subject to ed-
iting for length. Any opinion piece or informational political 
letters (without specific party or vote appeal) will be subject to 
the same guidelines previously described.  All items including 
letters are printed at the editors’ discretion. A writer of any letter 
that names a Shrewsbury resident or organization in a critical 
manner must get copies to that resident or organization and to 
the Times by the 10th of the month prior to publication or it will 
not run. If the named person or organization indicates in writing 
to the writer and to the Times that they choose not to respond,  

Chryl Martin     ~     Rich Biziak 
Times of Shrewsbury, P. O. Box 373, Cuttingsville, VT 05738 

Email:  shrewsburytimes@gmail.com     Online:  www.shrewsburyvt.org     
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May 26-27 10am-4pm Vermont Crafts Council Open Studio Weekend 
May 27 4pm *Science Book Club at the Library 
May 29 3pm Report by Mountain School representatives about the Sustainability Academy, at the School 
   
Jun 3 1-5pm *SMS PTO Community Workday to refresh the school playground 
Jun 7 7pm *Informational meeting regarding GMP power line work at Meeting House, 88 Lottery Rd. 
Jun 8 5-7pm *Fable Farm Fermentory cider tasting at Pierce’s Garage 
Jun 12 noon Tuesday Luncheon – 99 Restaurant in Rutland. RSVP to Carolee Ferguson 773-6754 
Jun 15  *Shrewsbury Outing Club Membership Fees and Waivers due 
Jun 16 7:30 *Yvonne Daley reads and discusses her new memoir at the Library 
Jun 17 4pm *Famous Books Discussion Group at the Library 
Jun 19 7pm *Historical Society Meeting at the Museum 
Jun 20 12noon *Prayer Shawl group meets at home of home of Judy Pitts. RSVP 775-0678 
Jun 22 5-7pm *Wine Tasting at Pierce’s Store 
Jun 23 9am *SCC program about invasive plants; meet at the Town Office on Cold River Road 
Jun 23 5pm *Free Community Supper sponsored by the Community Church at the Meeting House 
Jun 24 11am *Pickin’ In The Hollow at Rick & Annie Lees 
Jun 24 7pm *Science Book Club meets at the Library 
Jun 27 7pm *Northam Cemetery Association Annual Meeting at the Town Office on Cold River Road 
Jun 28 12noon *Living in Place (formerly Aging in Place) Potluck Lunch at the Meeting House 
   
July 14 10am-2pm *Geologist Charlie Paquin at the Library 
 
Sunday Lunch every Sunday from Noon to 3pm at the Meeting House 
 
*see  elsewhere in newsletter for details 
 
 

REGULAR MEETINGS and EVENTS 
Board of Selectman Meeting 1st & 3rd Wednesdays – 7pm at Town Office 
Bone Builders Tuesdays & Thursdays – 9am at Meeting House 
Library Trustees Meeting 2nd Tuesday – 7pm at Shrewsbury Library 
Mill River Unified Union School Board Meeting 1st Wed 7pm @ MRHS & 3rd Wed. 7pm location TBA 
Planning Commission 1st & 3rd Mondays – 7:30pm at Town Office 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) Sundays – 10:30am at Shrewsbury Library, Upstairs 
Shrewsbury Community Church Worship Sundays – 10:30am at Shrewsbury Center Church 
Shrewsbury Historical Society Museum Opens Sun., July 1, 1-3pm, each Sun, same time, till Oct. 28 
Shrewsbury Sno-Birds 2nd Tuesday – 7pm at Southside Restaurant, Rutland 
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department Thursdays – 7pm at Cuttingsville Station 
Shrewsbury Conservation Commission 1st Tuesday – 5pm at 450 Frank Lord Rd through December 

Shrewsbury Town Website: www.shrewsburyvt.org 
  
Town Clerk’s Office 492-3511 Cuttingsville Post Office 492-3585 
Mon – Thurs 9am – 3pm; Closed Friday Window (Retail) Hours 
 Monday – Friday 7:30am – 10:30am and 11:30am – 2;30pm 
Town Treasurer’s Office 492-3558 or 492-3487 Saurday 8am – 11am 
Wed 5pm – 7pm Lobby Hours 
 Monday – Friday 7:30am – 5:00pm and Sat 7:30am – 11am 
Town Listers 492-2009  
 Meeting House 492-6050  
Transfer Station       Reservations: 492-3361 or julanne@vermontel.net 
Summer Hours until October Constable and Animal Control: Ray Dambrackus 492-3841 
Sunday: 8am-4pm & Wed: 12noon – 7pm Emergency Management Bert Potter 773-2272 
 Ambulance 773-1700 
Shrewsbury Town Library 492-3410 Green Mountain Power outage 1-800-451-2877 
Mon, Fri & Sat: 10am - Noon Medical-Police-Fire Emergency Dial 911 
Tues & Thurs: 7pm – 9pm Rutland Hospital 775-7111 
Wed: 10am – 5pm and 7pm – 9pm  

SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

Deadline for submission to Times 
of Shrewsbury is by 5:00pm  
on the 20th of each month. 
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April 18, 2018: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting 
  
Present at Meeting: Bert Potter, Selectman; Aaron Korzun, 
Selectman; Steven Nicholson, Selectman; Mark Goodwin, 
Clerk 
  
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM 
by Selectman Potter 
  
Approval of Agenda: Steven moved and Aaron seconded 
to approve the agenda. Approved  
  
2018 LEOP Adoption: Steven indicated that there were no 
substantive changes to the Local Emergency Operations 
Plan (LEOP). The Shrewsbury Mountain School was re-
moved as the secondary operations Center and replaced 
with the Cuttingsville Fire Station. Bert moved to adopt the 
2018 LEOP, Steven seconded. Adopted 
  
Excess Weight Permits:  Bert moved and Steven second-
ed to approve Excess Weight Permits for: Barrett Trucking 
and Phoenix Feed & Nutrition. All requisite paperwork was in 
order. Approved. 
  
Appointments: Bert moved and Aaron seconded to appoint 
the following: 
• Brian Jelensits to the Shrewsbury Planning Commission. 
• Mark Goodwin to the Rutland Regional Planning Com-

mission. 
• Approved 
• Aaron moved and Bert seconded to approve Davis Ter-

rell as Energy Coordinator. Approved 
  
Permit to Work in the Right of Way: Bert moved and Ste-
ven seconded to approve the permit for Ronald Roberts to 
Work in the Right of Way for 3331 Cold River Rd. The Road 
Commissioner had no conditions for this curb cut. Approved. 
  
Liquor License: Shrewsbury Co-op at Pierce’s 
Store: Bert moved and Aaron seconded to approve the first 
and second-class Liquor License for the Shrewsbury Co-op 
at Pierce’s Store. Discussion: no concerns. Approved. 
  
Open to the Public: No members of Public present 
  
New Business: Bert reported that there will be a paper pick 
up at the Transfer Station of forty-four (44) gaylords of mixed 
paper. Mixed paper costs the Town ~ $65 per ton for remov-
al of the recyclable material. Bert indicated that this cost av-
erages to about $1,400 for about nine months of paper col-
lection. This cost is still less than the approximate $72 per 
ton for general compactor disposal and is compliant with the 
mandatory recycling requirements. 
  
Orders: Steven moved and Bert seconded to approve: 
Road Commissioner Orders # 4A of April 18, 2018 for 
$11,086.20 and Selectboard Orders # 4A of April 18, 2018 
for $815.57. Approved 

 Minutes: Bert moved and Steven seconded to approve the 
minutes of 4/4/2018. Approved 
  
Meeting was duly adjourned at 8:00 PM 
  
Respectfully submitted, Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk 
 These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Select-
board at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
May 2, 2018: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting 
 
 Present at Meeting: Bert Potter, Selectman; Aaron Korzun, 
Selectman; Steven Nicholson, Selectman; Mark Goodwin, 
Clerk; Sharon Winnicki, Chair – Board of Listers’; Jamie Car-
rara, Road Commissioner; Ray Dambrackus, 1st Constable; 
Christina Clarke, Conservation Commission; Gary Kupferer, 
attorney for the Town; Mark Youngstrom, Otter Creek Engi-
neering, Alan Shelvey 
  
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM 
by Selectman Potter 
  
Approval of Agenda: Steven moved and Aaron seconded 
to approve the agenda. Modifications; Ray Dambrackas 
wanted to brief the Selectboard on Constable issues and 
understand Selectboard expectations. The Road Commis-
sioner had some updates in respect to various grants that 
are being applied for as well as ones that are underway. The 
Conservation Commission had an item in respect to support-
ing Green Up Day Approved with modifications.  
  
Lister Update of BCA Appeal: Bert moved and Aaron se-
cond to go into executive session in order to discuss settle-
ment negotiations currently under appeal. Approved. 
Moved into executive session at 7:03 PM 
Exit executive session 7:15 PM 
Bert moved and Steven seconded to authorize Sharon Win-
nicki, Chair of the Board of Listers to make the final settle-
ment negotiations in consultation with Mr. Kupferer with the 
appellant. Approved 
  
Constable Report: Ray Dambrackus wanted to take the 
opportunity to check in with the Selectboard in order to un-
derstand any specific issues that the Selectboard wanted 
him to address or focus on during his initial term as Consta-
ble. The Selectboard had no one specific issue that needed 
immediate attention, outside of general responsiveness to 
citizen’s concerns. Ray indicated that he is planning on tak-
ing some Constable Training at the Pittsford Police Acade-
my. It was Ray’s hope that he can continue to support the 
Fire Department with traffic control and similar activities. 
 
Ray indicated that the radio he had inherited was able to 
receive but not transmit, probably because it isn’t able to be 
re-banded for lower frequencies. The Selectboard indicated 
that they will address this equipment upgrade in the very 
near future. They also thanked Ray for being willing to serve 
the Town in the capacity of Constable. 

SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES 
The Selectboard meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday at 7pm at the Town Office. 
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 Permit to Work in the Right of Way:  The Road Commis-
sioner brought forth a Work in the ROW Permit Application 
from Julia Bonafine for an existing bar way on her property 
off Lottery Rd. The Road Commissioner had no concern as 
long as the work follows the instruction previously discussed, 
which included installation of culvert. Bert moved and Aaron 
seconded to approve the permit conditioned upon the stipu-
lation of the Road Commissioner. Approved 
  
Cold River Road Mitigation:  Allan Shelvey and Mark 
Youngstrom announced that FEMA under the auspices of 
VT DEMHS have awarded Shrewsbury a Pre-Disaster Miti-
gation Grant to address fluvial erosion along the Cold River 
around the area of 4400 Cold River Rd. Mark and Allan are 
awaiting the actual document so that it can be disseminated 
and conferred upon. One issue to be addressed is the com-
mencement of reimbursable expenses so that design and 
acquisition phases can be initialized in preparation for an 
early 2019 start date for the mitigation project. Otter Creek 
engineering will assist the Town in evaluating the scope and 
structure of the grant and the requirements of the Town as it 
proceeds with initial bids for engineering consultation and 
construction contracting bids. 
  
Tropical Storm Irene PW Closeout: Steven reported that 
he has been working with VT DEMHS in order to closeout 
projects, which consists of supplying documentation, i.e. 
project extension requests to fulfill the FEMA / VT DEMHS 
bureaucratic requirements. Steven indicated he has been 
successful in delivering almost all the necessary documenta-
tion (for a second time) to VT DEMHS. He was having diffi-
culty finding one extension request, that might be melded 
into a project that was being simultaneously worked on dur-
ing the post- emergency phase construction phase of TSI. 
  
Road Commissioner Report: Jamie reported that he is 
applying for a grant that will aid in the expense of stone lin-
ing ditches that meet criteria specified in ACT 64. The Dead-
line is June 1st. 
 
Jamie reported that the High Risk Rural Road Grant award 
that was made in 2013 is now scheduled to put up guard rail 
on the Cold River Rd. in the area of 6804 Cold River Rd. 
However, Jamie indicated that he still has rip rap lining to do, 
in response to FEMA Disaster 4330 that has not been able 
to be accomplished because of high water which is prohibit-
ing Jamie’s ability to enter the river per his established per-
mit. Jamie is working to coordinate the HRRR guardrail in-
stallation grant and the river bank stabilization grant from 
FEMA. 
  
Jamie is still ascertaining the cash flow impacts as they re-
late to the reimbursement schedule for the FEMA grant that 
is reimbursing the Town for this particular project. 
  
Conservation Commission: Christina Clarke requested 
that the Selectboard support Green Up Day by having 
Transfer Station personnel support on Saturday, beginning 
at 10 AM. Bert indicated that Bob will be available to support 

the Green Up effort. 
  
Appointments: Aaron moved and moved and Steven se-
conded to appoint the following: Gretchen Gould as a Trus-
tee of the Meeting House Approved 
  
Bert moved and Steven seconded to appoint Ray Dam-
brackas as  (ACO) Control Officer. Discussion: Ray indicat-
ed that in his capacity of Constable he will attempt to support 
in the area of ACO. Approved. 
  
Bert reported that he is communicating with Hull Maynard in 
respect to serving on the Rutland Region Transportation 
Advisory Commission. 
  
Open to the Public: No members of Public present at the 
time 
  
New Business: The Clerk presented a model template of an 
Ethics and Conflict of Interest Policy developed by VLCT for 
the Selectboard to review. 24 V.S.A. § 1984 requires that all 
Vermont municipalities adopt such a policy by July 1, 2019. 
The Selectboard can review and suggest changes to the 
model policy prior to adoption. 
  
Minutes: Bert moved and Steven seconded to approve the 
minutes of 4/18/2018. Approved 
  
Orders: Bert moved and Steven seconded to approve: 
Road Commissioner Orders # 5 of May 2, 2018 for 
$13,810.72 and Selectboard Order # 5 of May 2, 2018 for 
$4099.36. Approved 
  
Mike Colatta’s name was drawn for the May Transfer Station 
$10 Punch Card. 
  
Meeting was duly adjourned at 8:53 PM 
  
Respectfully submitted, Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk 
These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Select-
board at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 
Editor’s Note: The minutes have been edited for brevity but 
not content. For complete minutes, go to the Town website 
www.shrewsburyvt.org 
 

SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES 
The Selectboard meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday at 7pm at the Town Office. 

Northam Cemetery Association 
Annual Meeting 

Wednesday June 27 at 7pm 
Shrewsbury Town Office 

9823 Cold River Road 
Election of officers will be held. Refreshments will 
be served. Any questions please call  

Catherine Carrara 802-492-6137 
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Who DO you Call? 
A few months ago these pigs were seen on Cold River 

Road. So, who do you 
call if you have a do-
mestic animal roaming 
in your yard or on the 
roadway? You can call 
the constable/animal 
control officer.    
(Photo by Jesse Shapiro) 
 

 

Make note in your phone book (or see page three each 
month in the Times of Shrewsbury) to find contact info: 

Constable AND Animal Control Officer: 
Ray Dambrackas 492-3841 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Wood Stove Program 
Rutland County has 
some of the worst air 
quality in the state, due to 
geography as well as the 
prevalence of old, non 

EPA-certified wood stoves in the region. Fine particu-
lates released from these wood stoves pollute the air 
both inside and outside a home, causing a wide range 
of health problems for older adults and children. In re-
sponse, the Vermont Clean Energy Development 
Fund, the Agency of Natural Resources’ Department of 
Environmental Conservation, and Green Mountain 
Power awarded NeighborWorks of Western Vermont’s 
HEAT Squad $715,000 to install new EPA certified pel-
let/wood stoves or central pellet boilers, along with en-
ergy efficiency upgrades.  
 
The two-year grant will offer rebates to replace or in-
stall new stoves and for completing energy efficiency 
measures. HEAT Squad’s Wood Stove Change-Out 
and Pellet Heating Program offers homeowners up to 
$4,800 towards the removal of their old stove and the 
purchase and installation of a new stove. Rebates are 
scaled based on household size and income, giving 
Vermonters with limited income the most assistance. 
Homeowners in Rutland County and the surrounding 
towns are eligible. (802) 438-2303 or vis-
it www.heatsquad.org to learn more. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Progressive Party Convention 
The Vermont State Progressive Party Convention will 
be held on Sunday, June 10, 12:30pm-4pm in 
Barre. The agenda for the meeting includes discussion 
and final approval of its new draft platform and selec-
tion of candidates to endorse in the August primary 
elections. The meeting is open to the public. If you are 
interested in carpooling to the meeting, please contact 
Barbara Hoffman  barbarajean2468@gmail.com or  
492-3532.                  Submitted by Barbara Hoffman 

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 
 
Forum Held In Response to Hate Speech Flyers 
In response to flyers containing hate speech left in the 
Rutland Free Library and other VT public libraries, a 
forum for Rutland Area folks was held recently to bring 
people together to discuss hate speech and what you 
can and can’t do about it. The panel of guests included 
Rabba Kaya Kaufman, Rutland Jewish Center; Julio 
Thompson, Civil Rights Unit Director for the VT Attor-
ney General’s Office; Rev. John Weatherhogg, Grace 
Congregational Church; Chief Brian Kilcullen, Rutland 
City Police Department; and Solicitor General Ben Bat-
tles, Chief Appellate Attorney of the Civil Rights Unit of 
the VT Attorney General’s Office (who argued the Bur-
lington KKK flyer case before the Vermont Supreme 
Court). The event also featured music from choirs from 
both Grace Church and the Rutland Jewish Community 
Center. It was an opportunity to come together in the 
spirit of unity and solidarity as we grapple with how to 
address hate speech in our community.  

Submitted by Barbara Hoffman 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
IN MEMORIAM 
Kurt Walter, our former Lottery Road neighbor of 34 
years, passed away on March 29 at the age of 92. 
While not a resident of Shrewsbury, he and his wife, 
Gerhild, loved our town and were good stewards of 
their land. Those fortunate to know Kurt found him to 
be friendly, humorous, hardworking, generous and in-
telligent. An engineer, he could fix just about anything. 
He loved being outdoors and enjoyed outdoor projects, 
hiking, skiing and also regularly swimming at Spring 
Lake. He was a great neighbor and will be missed. 

Submitted by Rich Biziak, Adrienne and Ed Raymond, 
Mike and Liesl Bedesem, Maria and John Abrahamsen  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Sunday Lunch at the Meeting House 
Open to all. Come and enjoy excellent food and spend 
time relaxing with friends and neighbors at 
the Sunday Lunch! It is an opportunity to catch up and 
find out what’s happening. Every Sunday from Noon to 
3pm. All donations go to the improvement of the Meet-
ing House and its grounds. See you there! 

Submitted by John Davis & Penelope Weiss 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Living In Place Potluck Luncheon 
Henceforth, Living in Place (formerly Aging in Place), 
will hold Potluck Luncheons at the Meeting House at 
Noon on the 4th Thursday of the month. Next Lunch-
eon will be Thursday, June 28. Bring a dish if you can, 
bring a neighbor, bring your suggestions, and/or your 
needs. We want your input!                       

 Submitted by Judy Emmerick 
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Spring is in full bloom at this time! The recent rains and 
warmer weather have begun to turn our town into the 
most beautiful green of the year. Along with warmer 
weather comes increased activities. The SVFD had a 
very busy month of May! 
 
The winds of spring brought power lines down on 
Crown Point Rd. on May 4, the SVFD responded and 
secured the area. On May 5 Mt Holly Fire requested 
Mutual Aid to a reported structure fire in Belmont. It 
was determined that a cutting board was blown over by 
the wind onto the stove and the pilot light ignited the 
cutting board. Fortunately, Mt Holly was able to contain 
the fire quickly with minimum damage and our services 
were not needed. On May 7, the SVFD responded to a 
vehicle rollover on the Sanderson 
Rd. We were requested for mutual 
aid response to Plymouth on May 14 
for a large brush fire. May 16 brought 
a motorcycle accident at the inter-
section of Town Hill Rd and Lincoln 
Hill. On May 19, the SVFD respond-
ed to a reported structure fire on Up-
per Cold River Rd. Arriving crews 
found a brush fire that spread to a 
shed. It was determined that ashes 
removed from the woodstove had 
ignited the ground surface material 
and the winds helped to move the 
fire. Thanks go to Len Page for 
bringing a backhoe and moving the 
debris away from the house. The 
house was extremely hot due to the 
close proximity of the fire. The SVFD 
used our thermal imaging equipment 
to determine there were no hidden 
“hot spots” on that structure. Again, 
with a quick response from the 
SVFD, AND mutual aid assistance 
from Clarendon and Mt Holly, the 
scene was secured quickly and the 
brush fire was extinguished. As you 
can see, mutual aid agreement be-
tween towns are very important, use-
ful, and give us additional access to 
equipment and manpower when 
needed!  
 
Our routine work for the month 
seems boring after all this activity! 
The SVFD attended the Loyalty Day 

parade, held a business meeting as usual on the first 
Thursday of the month, had a drill at the town garage 
utilizing our “jaws of life” tools and practicing vehicle 
stabilization and passenger extrication! We had anoth-
er drill practicing brush/wildfire techniques and testing 
our back up pump systems and wildland fire hose and 
gear. Routine vehicle and station maintenance was 
performed at both stations. 
 
The standby generator is in service at the Cuttingsville 
Station. Both stations now have back up power which 
will make it much easier and quicker to respond when 
storms have knocked out power. Thanks to everyone 
that responded to our annual mailer for supporting this 
need, and to the residents for approving all of our 
budget request at town meeting. Enjoy the summer, 
call for burn permits if you are burning brush and re-
member 

ALWAYS STAY FIRE SAFE 
Submitted by Jack Perry 
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* At the Library’s ANNUAL MEETING on May 8, we 

elected the following slate of officers: Co-Presidents: 
JOAN ALESHIRE and LISA SHARROW; Vice-
President: TRISH NORTON; Recording & Corre-
sponding Secretary: GAIL HARTIGAN; Treasurer: 
DEBBIE BLECICH; Assistant Treasurer: LISA 
SHARROW. Many thanks to the Select Board for re-
appointing DEBBIE BLECICH as the Town’s repre-
sentative to the Library Board. 

 
* Trustees MARGE BENINI, JESSICA GIFFIN, 

CHRYL MARTIN, and TRISH NORTON, whose 
terms expired, were all re-elected to three-year 
terms. Many thanks to everyone for serving the Li-
brary so well! 

 
* Amid that celebration, we’re sorry to announce that 

MACKENZIE HEWITT, our YOUTH TRUSTEE, will 
be moving from Shrewsbury and leaving the Library 
Board. Thanks, Mackenzie, for your help staffing and 
for your suggestions; we’ll miss you, and wish you all 
the best in your new school! 

 
* With Mackenzie’s departure, we’re looking for a new 

YOUTH TRUSTEE to serve on the Library Board. 
We encourage students in grades 7-12 who love 
books and movies, enjoy working with other people 
on community events, and are able to staff (with an 
adult trustee) twice a month to apply. Please contact 
a member of the Library Nominating Committee: 
GAIL HARTIGAN (492-3605); LISA SHARROW 
(492-3732), or DIRK THOMAS (492-3549). 

 
Coming Events: 
Friday, May 25 @ 7:30pm: ELSA TIROU, Rotary Ex-
change Student at Mill River, will talk about her native 
Belgium. Thanks to Rutland Rotary for this great ex-
change program that brings such well-informed young 
people to our area! 
  
Saturday, June 16 @ 7:30pm: YVONNE DALEY reads 
from and discusses her new memoir, Going Up the 
Country: When the Hippies, Freaks and Radicals 
Moved to Vermont.  Books will be for sale, and Yvonne 
will sign copies. 
 
Saturday, July 14 from 10am to 2pm: CHARLIE 
PAQUIN shares his knowledge of rocks and how Na-
tive Americans used them.   

 

Saturday, August 25 @ 6pm: ANNUAL HAYSTACK 
DINNER & STREET DANCE with THE NEIGHBORS 
BAND (aka The Community Band) at the TOWN HALL. 
 
Continuing Programs: 
Sunday, June 17 @ 4pm: FAMOUS BOOKS BOOK 
CLUB: Shakespeare’s “The Tempest.” Copies of the 
Folger Library edition are available at the library. Call 
Joan if you need another copy: 492-3550.  
 
Sunday, June 24 @ 7pm (summer hour):  SCIENCE 
BOOK CLUB: Best Science and Nature Writing 2017, 
edited by Hope Jahren and Tim Folger. (Discussion 1 
of 2). Please call Joan for more copies: 492-3550. 
 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm: QUILTERS’ GROUP: All wel-
come! Please call Donna Swartz to confirm day and 
time: 773-7403. 
 
New Books include: 
* A Portable Latin for Gardeners: More Than 1,500 

Esential Plant Names and the Secrets They Contain 
by James Armitage: A beautiful guide, reviewed by 
Marilyn Dalick in last month’s Times of Shrewsbury: 
Thanks, Marilyn! 

* Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate: A riveting 
novel about a real life adoption scandal. (Recom-
mended by several readers.) 

* Greeks Bearing Gifts by Philip Kerr: The last Bernie 
Gunther novel by this fine English writer, who recent-
ly died. 

* God Save Texas: A Journey into the Soul of the 
Lone Star State by Lawrence Wright: A native son 
casts a fond but critical eye on this complicated 
place. 

* Beneath a Ruthless Sun: A True Story of Violence, 
Race, and Justice Lost and Found by Gilbert King: A 
veteran journalist’s compelling account of a crime, a 
false accusation, a cover-up, and a determined law-
yer. 

 
New DVDs include: 
* Coco: The Academy Award Animated Feature: Set 

in Mexico on the Day of the Dead. 
* Marshall: The bio-pic about Thurgood Marshall’s first 

important case, with Josh Gad and Chadwick Bose-
man. 

* Last Man in Aleppo: A powerful documentary from 
the War in Syria. 

* Seed: The Untold Story: A documentary narrated by 
Vandana Shiva. 

 
 

And thanks to Nancy Spencer 
for many classic DVDs that we’ll feature soon! 
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Congratulations to Roberta! 

  
 

On Stage at Weston Theatre 
Linnea Wilson remembers fondly one of her very early 
acting roles. She was “Seamus (yes, it was the role of 
a young Irish lad), in Seamus and the Mt. Holly Masto-

don at the Shrewsbury elementary 
school when she was in Gracie 
Brigham's third grade classroom!” 
 
Weston Theatre’s production of “Our 
Town” will include Linnea in the 
ensemble. She has acted mostly in 

small productions in New York City and this is her first 
professional production in Vermont.  Be sure to mark 
your calendar for June 21 thru July 7. That’s when 
Linnea will be on the Weston stage! 

 
First Wives Tale 
First Wives Melania Trump and 
Brigitte Marcon helped their hus-
bands plant an oak tree on the 
South lawn of the White House on April 23. Melania 
coordinated the ceremonial aspects of this visit which 
included the planting as a friendship gesture between 
the two countries and the “photo op” of the actual 
planting. And then the tree and the hole disappeared 
inviting the press to ask the proverbial press ques-
tions: who? what? where? when? and why? for the full 
story. The tree had been unplanted and placed in 
“quarantine” by US Customs and Border Patrol to as-
sure that it was free of foreign bugs and pathogens 
that could cause damage to native plants.  The Euro-
pean sessile oak will reappear later this 
Spring/Summer once it has been “vetted”.  
 
More than a century earlier another tree planting effort 
took place which transformed Potomac Park into what 
has become Washington’s cherry blossom event and 
yes it featured another First Lady, Nellie Taft, and 
some vetting as well. Building on prior efforts by Eliza 
Scidmore and David Fairchild to “tree” Washington 
with Japanese Flowering Cherry trees, sakuras, Nellie 
went to work shortly after the inauguration of her hus-
band. By April 1909 Nellie had cut through the usual 
“red tape”, seen an actual planting in Maryland (by 
David Fairchild to insure that they would grow here), 
and could see the Scidmore/Fairchild vision in her 
head. Later in April a Japanese delegation arrived at 
the White House, became impressed with the idea, 

and donated 2,000 sakura trees to the project. They 
arrived in Seattle in November as a gift from the City of 
Tokyo and were shipped by refrigerated rail car to 
Washington in anticipation of a major tree planting for 
1910. The fledgling U.S. Agriculture Dept. inspected 
the shipment and found them infested with “foreign 
bugs and pathogens that could damage native plants”. 
The entire shipment had to be destroyed and an apol-
ogy extended to the City of Tokyo. 
 
The Tokyo mayor understood and as a gesture of con-
tinuing good will shipped 3,000 replacement cherries 
for planting in 1912. He did note lightly that “it has been 
an American tradition to destroy cherry trees ever 
since your first President, George Washington”. These 
did pass inspection, were planted, and formed the ba-
sis for one of the most spectacular flowering tree dis-
plays in America. The Washington “Cherry Blossom 
Festival” originated in 1935 and continues today. So, 
while we all sat in Shrewsbury watching it snow this 
Spring we could catch the greening of Washington 
each morning on the news including the sakuras blos-
soming.                          ~Gary Salmon, Tree Warden 
 

 
TIMES OF SHREWSBURY  

Is online at the town website at 
www.shrewsburyvt.org 



Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2018 10 

 
 

Shrewsbury’s Kentucky Derby, ca. 1886 
Horse racing in Shrewsbury in 1886 was not held in the 
sweet spring breezes of the South, but here, on the ice 
of Spring Lake. When the ice had frozen solid, owners 
and enthusiasts would gather to watch the horses race 
over the surface. Mr. L. Dawley, a reporter for 
the Vermont Tribune readers posted on this event, as 
noted on page 229 in the Shrewsbury History Book, 
""Shrewsbury, Vermont -- Our Town As It Was" by 
Dawn Hance: 
 
"The trot, last week, 
on Spring Lake, not-
withstanding the 
mercury was hover-
ing about zero, 
called out most of 
our horsemen. The 
first trial was be-
tween ‘Sugar Hill’, 
‘Gold Bank’, and ‘Fleetwing’ second. ‘Gold Bank,’ alt-
hough coming in third, evidently had foot enough for 
his competitors, but had been overworked and was 
driven on a sharp bit that galled his mouth, and he was 
afraid to go up to his speed. 
 
‘Garnet’ and ‘Lady Goldstone’ were next called and 
responded promptly. Their fine silky coats glistning 
(sic) in the cold sunshine showed that their grooms had 
spared no elbow-grease in preparing their favorites for 
the contest. Being nearly equal and crack trotters the 
struggle was close and determined as they lapped or 
yoked each other during the two heats that were trot-
ted, resulting in ‘Garnet’s’ winning the first and the ‘La-
dy’ the second heat, which the latter cut a quarter and 
was drawn; the race postponed. 
 

The old campaigner, ‘Salvation Sal,’ was then started 
to trot against time and break a record of 2:22 and a 
half. She showed the highest rate of speed ever wit-
nessed on the lake; but while skimming its surface like 
a wild goose in full flight, she cast a shoe, before 
reaching the half mile bush, and was let down to a road 
gait and jogged home. Thus endeth the first chapter on 
trotting, in 1886." 
 
And thus endeth a question I raised after I found a 
horseshoe in the lake. What in the world was a horse 
doing there?  
 
FYI: Did you know that in 1850 Shrewsbury had 118 

farms, 239 horses, 
and 261 oxen; in 
1860 Shrewsbury 
had 130 farms, 
252 horses and 
252 oxen; and in 
1870, Shrewsbury 
had 127 farms, 
292 horses and 
134 oxen. All of 

which shows that over time, horses grew larger and 
stronger, they became more popular with farmers than 
oxen. They were faster workers, generally quicker to 
respond to commands, and could be used for more 
purposes. Check page 157 in our history book. 
 

And do you remember when Harold Wade held rodeos 
on Jenny Boyl’s field located on Rt. 103, in the vicinity 
of where Evening Song’s farm used to be, with Mill 
River running in the rear of the property? The year 
might have been in the 1950s-1960s. Photos anyone? 
 

The next meeting  
of the Historical Society will be held on Tuesday, June 
19, 7pm at the museum. The Historical Society’s mu-
seum will open for the season on Sun., July 1 from 1-
3pm and will be open the same time each Sunday till 
Oct. 28.     ~Submitted by Ruth Winkler 
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Happy Father’s Day! 
In honor and in memory of Mothers and Fathers the 
following donations were made to the Community 
Sharing Project:  Parents Ray & Rhea Roberts, Louis & 
Yesmine Ramah by Roxanne Ramah; Parents Alex & 
Virginia Donaski by Elaine Ransom; Parents Robert & 
Marjorie McWard by Ellen McWard; Parents Robert & 
Elaine Ransom, Charles & Kathleen Kelley by Sue 
Ransom-Kelley 
 
Heifer Project Bottle Drive 
Bottle Drive to Raise Money for the Heifer Project- 
Fighting Hunger & Poverty The kids from the Sunday 
Fun Day Program have been learning about the Heifer 
Project and Animals. During the month of June they 
will be collecting returnable bottles and cans to raise 
money to buy animals for the Heifer Project. Please 
help them give a life changing gift to a family in need.   
Bottles can be dropped off at the Center Church on 
Sundays in June between 10am-12 noon or call Alli-
son 352-5189 or Lynette 775-0853 for pick up. 

 
 
 

The kids had fun planting flowers in baskets for their 
moms on Mother’s Day! Do You have a Child who 
would like social time on Sunday Morning? Please 
consider joining us at 10:30-12 noon Sundays at the 
Shrewsbury Center Community Church Upstairs at 
the Meeting House in the Children’s Room. We have 
story time, crafts, activities and snacks. Contact Alli-
son Stone 352-5189 or Anissa Park 259-2564 for 
Preschool and Lynette Over 775-0853 for 1st-3rd 
grades. All are welcome to be part of this program. 
We also welcome parent participation.  

Community Church Calendar 
All services are at the Shrewsbury Center Church 

 

• June 3 @ 1030am:  Sunday Fun Day Children’s Pro-
gram. Worship Service & Holy Communion led by 
Rev. Bob Boutwell. Please bring a non-perishable 
item for the food shelf  

 

• June 10 @ 1030am: Sunday Fun Day Children’s 
Program. Worship Service led by Wendy Savery. 

 

• June 17 @ 1030am: Sunday Fun Day Children’s 
Program.Worship Service led by Rev. Bob Boutwell. 

 
 

• June 20 @ 1200 noon: Prayer Shawl Group. At the 
home of Judy Pitts. Please call Judy 775-0678 and 
let her know if you can come. Bring a bag lunch, knit 
and enjoy the fellowship. All are welcome! Dessert 
and drinks provided. 

 

• June 23 @ 5pm: Free Community Supper! Mexican 
Fare. Town Hall Shrewsbury Center. 

 

• June 24 @ 1030am:  Sunday Fun Day Children’s 
Program. Worship Service led by David Rice.   

Community Needs 
Wedding, Funeral or Memorial Service Requests: 
Contact Rita Lane 775-2578, Sue Kelley 492-3738, 
779-5241 or Donna Smith 492-3367. Community Help-
ing Hand Requests: Contact Rita Lane 775-2578 or 
Donna Smith 492-3367. Pastoral Care, Home, Hospi-
tal Visitation, Outreach Requests:  Contact Rita Lane 
775-2578, Roxanne Ramah 492-3675 or Ruth Kinne 
775-5318. 

 
FREE COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF 

 at the Library in the front entry way. All Community 
Members are Welcome to Come in and Help Your-
self any time the Library is OPEN! Food is also 
available upstairs at the Shrewsbury Meeting 
House on Sunday from 9am-12noon or by ap-
pointment.  

 
 
 
 

Come One! Come All! 
Free Community Supper 

Saturday, June 23,  @ 5:00pm 
All Invited! It’s a Mexican Fiesta! Sombreros option-
al. Music, Food & Fun! Our menu will include: 
Homemade Beef, Bean and Chicken Enchiladas, 
Rice, Salsa, Guacamole, and of course Scrump-
tious Desserts! Have a neighbor who can’t get out? 
Let us know and we can make a dinner to go.  
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The SCC Naturalist Walk 
The morning dawned chilly and raw for the annual 
Mother’s Day Wildflower and Birding walk that took 
place at Spring Lake Ranch. We set off, binoculars, 
hand lenses and field guides in hand, to slowly walk 
the Ridge Trail. Using all our senses, we discovered 
the unfolding of spring.  Birding proved to be difficult 
due to the damp chill that kept the birds fairly quiet. 
The early ephemeral wildflowers carpeted the forest 
floor under maples, beech, ash and other hardwoods. 
We all agreed that it was a fine display. 

Submitted by Connie Youngstrom 

 

Eighteen people joining the Naturalist Talk presented 
recently by the SCC. Connie Youngstrom (above left) 
shared a wealth of info about plants and birds. There 
were many enthusiastic naturalists and one came pre-
pared with goggles, glasses, and binoculars so she 
wouldn’t miss a thing!  Photos by The Roving Reporter 
 
 

This happy crew (Ann Vanneman, Peter Grace, and 
Chryl Martin) proves you don’t have to look your best 
to go on an SCC naturalist walk!  Photo by Louise Duda 
 

 

Report on Green Up Day 2018 
A big thank you to all who helped make Green Up Day 
a great success. Over 70 Shrewsbury folks showed up 
bright and early for coffee, quiche, and pastries before 
marching off, green trash bags in hand, to their desig-
nated roads across town. At the transfer station, 80 
bags were counted that included a large number of re-
turnable cans and bottles. The usual large items in-
cluded discarded tires, a glass window, car door, and a 
muffler. The weather couldn’t have been better for our 
faithful Green Up volunteers, and the SCC is grateful to 
Julanne Sharrow for her years of cleanup on Lincoln 
Hill Rd. and she was awarded a fancy pair of garden 
gloves. Thanks to Judith Thomas, Rob McKain and 
Gloria Benson for the delicious baked goods.  

Submitted by Connie Youngstrom 
 
Focus on Plant Removal Efforts 
Some may wonder why we have chosen one plant 
over another to focus on for removal efforts. 
 

What about Goutweed? Is there any property in town 
that does not have Goutweed? It's dense mat of wrig-
gly roots that will grow from broken pieces makes this 
plant a great frustration to people I've spoken to who 
battle it with varying degrees of success. A root barrier 
and black plastic for several years will work for a small-
ish area. Great persistence in mowing and/or rooting it 
out is also an option. 
 

What about Japanese Knotweed? Vast thickets of this 
bamboo-look plant now blanket the sides of the Cold 
River, thanks to Tropical Storm Irene, and there are 
many other dense patches along town roads and prop-
erty edges. This plant grows from ANY bit of root or 
stem, establishing long reaches of root to spring up 
here and there, and there! It's not easy to pull or to be 
thorough enough. 
 

I would wonder if we have any hope of eradicating ei-
ther of these plants from town, and so I think it better to 
concentrate on those with less of a foothold. For any-
one who does work on them, bless you in the battle! All 
plant parts should be dried until for sure dead, on a 
tarp or plastic in the sun. 
 

Saturday, June 23 (rain date June 24) 
Meet at 9am at the Town Office, Cold River Road 

Come join us to learn about and pull garlic mustard 
and wild parsnip, to defend our forests and our fields.  
We’ll learn a bit, then head up the CCC Road to find 
the dastardly duo. We'll wrap up by 11:30-12:00. Wear 
long sleeves and gloves, and ideally bring a gardening 
fork or spade, along with your smile. Some snacks will 
be provided, but bring water. 

Pam Darrow, Shrewsbury Conservation Commission 

 

SHREWSBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION NEWS 
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GREEN UP DAY Success! 
Conservation Commission members Grace Brigham, Peter Grace, Weezie Duda, Pam Darrow, Christina 
Clarke and Connie Youngstrom pose with transfer station attendant Bob Perry (center) who was a big help 
on Green Up Day.. Aaron Schneider (right photo) had a big haul on Green Up Day. He found a car door 
(red), a seat cushion growing moss, and the usual bag full of assorted cans and bottles. 
 

 

SHREWSBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION NEWS 

 

 
SHREWSBURY HOME FOR SALE 

Three Bedroom, Full Bath, 
Large Country Kitchen 

Two Car Attached Garage 
Separate Storage Garage 

  1.8 acres with Pond & Mountain Views 
$119,900 

 (802) 492-3466 
 
 

 
KAYAK FOR SALE 

 
Red Perception Pescador pro 10, sit on top kayak 

 
Pro seat, center console, transducer scupper, ac-
cessory gear trac, molded rod holders, skid plate 
tackle box, storage keepers foot brace, paddle park.  

Paddle Included. 
Like New - $600.00 

 
Telephone # 802-259-2164 
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April 27, 2018: Loons on the Lake! 

Those two blotches are loons on the lake….and the 
long white stripe across the middle of the photo is 
ice…which probably meant that once they landed they 
were here to stay. 
 
According to various references: “The distance needed 
to gain flight depends on wind speed; on a calm day a 
loon might run as far as several hundred meters before 
it gains enough speed to take off. To take off from a 
lake, loons run along the surface into the wind. In order 
to get lift, they need a lot of air rushing beneath their 
airfoil wings. Even running as fast as they can is usual 
ly not enough. They also need the boost of wind. So 
first they feel which way the wind is blowing, and then 
run straight into it while flapping powerfully. The 
stronger the wind, the shorter the "runway" they need 
to takeoff. 
 
The orientation of a long, narrow lake is critical to a 
loon pair. If the lake runs 
parallel to the way the 
wind most normally 
blows, it is easy for loons 
to come and go. If the 
lake runs at right angles 
to the normal wind direc-
tion, it may not give the 
loons enough of a run-
way.” 
 
A few weeks after the ini-
tial siting, Andy Richards-
Peele was paddling on 
the lake when the “the 
loons gave us an ‘up 
close and personal’ and 
then we got to watch one 
swim right under the 
boat. I had never seen 
that before.” Sounds like 
a friendly loon!  

~Loon Photo by the Roving 
Reporter 

 

 
Marcos will be having 
swim lessons during the 
month of August. See 
more info on the previ-
ous page under Shrews-
bury Outing Club. 

 

 
SHREWSBURY  

MOUNTAIN SCHOOL PTO 
 

Is sponsoring a  
Community Workday 

to Refresh the Playground 
 

Sunday June 3 
1 – 5pm 

 
Many hands make light work! 

 
Light refreshment potluck 

 
Please RSVP if you can make it: 

Sdake77@gmail.com 

On the Outing Club’s cleanup day at Spring Lake, a troop of young people rowed 
the dock out into the lake under the watchful eye of Gretchen Gould! 
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Fable Farm Fermentory featured at Pierce’s Garage 
A free cider tasting will take place at Pierce’s Garage 
on Friday, June 8 from 5 to 7pm hosted by Christopher 

Piana from Fable 
Farm Fermentory 
located in Barnard 
VT. Christopher and 
his brother Jon 
bring a wine-making 
perspective to cider, 
creating some of 
the most innovative 
ciders we’ve come 
across. While ap-
ples have been their 
main focus, they 
explore other fer-
mentations such as 
birch sap and re-
cently released their 
first grape-based 
wines. We are ex-
cited to not only fea-
ture Fable Farm’s 
ciders, wines and 

vinegars at the tast-
ing, but also to meet 

Christopher, who has an interesting agricultural back-
ground. The Pianas began their journey as farmers in 
2008 when they initiated a vegetable CSA venture, 
then partnered with the Vermont Land Trust to create a 
collective agricultural enterprise which includes four 
other farms. We will hold a Q&A with Christopher 
around 6pm, in the middle of the tasting. 

                             ~Submitted by Sandy Bragg 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Reinbow Riding Center  
Once again, just like the Kentucky Derby, Reinbow 
Riding Center is off and running. Last Saturday we 
started a new season of sparking the magical match 
between horses and children that brings forth the best 
of both. The chemistry of that human-horse connection 
allows us to help those with diverse challenges learn 
how to cope and make their day-to-day lives better. 
Winston Churchill recognized this connection and 
wrote, “There is something about the outside of a 
horse that is good for the inside of a man.” Churchill 
was a dedicated horseman. 
 
This year we have been fortunate to receive a donation 
from Carris Reels to fund a new program for VTNa-
tional Guard kids. The VT National Guard is being 
called on to take part in a greater number of training 
days each year. This summer Guardsmen will be away 
from home for three weeks instead of the “usual” two.  
Many of their children experience stress and anxiety 

because of the increase in days away from their par-
ents. Thank you Carris Reels for your generosity. We 
hope you will come visit during the program in July. 
 
Anyone looking to get “Back in the Saddle Again?” We 
are developing a late afternoon program for riders who 
might like a once a week outing to actually get back in 
the saddle again. If interested call or drop us an email 
and watch the website for more details. 
 
Planning is well underway for Summer Palooza in Au-
gust and we are hoping more of you will build boats 
and participate in the Annual Cardboard Regatta on 
that day. It’s a great team building exercise. Like last 
year we will be holding a Silent Auction, have live mu-
sic, games and prizes, and food, food, food at the 
BBQ. This year Gloria’s will be helping us with the des-
serts so plan on bringing a healthy appetite and your 
sweet tooth. For an afternoon of fun and entertainment, 
don’t forget to mark Saturday, August 18 on your cal-
endars. 

 
We are always looking for more volunteers (no experi-
ence necessary!) so if you are interested, call 802-236-
2483 or programs@reinbowridingcenter.org. For more 
information about RRC, and anyone interested in par-
ticipating in the program, g0 to our website reinbowrid-
ingcenter.org. 

  ~Submitted by Janet Upton 

 

Jon and Christopher Piana of 
Fable Farm Fermentory 

 

Jess Utter on behalf of Carris Reels presents a do-
nation to Anna McGee Hanson, Executive Director 
of Reinbow Riding Center as Monty, one of RRC’s 
ponies, and Mary Jane Osborne look on.  



Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2018 17 

  



Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2018 18 

We are at the end of the school year once again. All 
our schools are scheduling field trips, finals, concerts, 
moving-up and graduation ceremonies.  You can find 
full schedules on individual school calendars at millriv-
erschools.org. 
 
In Shrewsbury, the Move-Up Night Celebration and 
Spring Concert will be June 14 followed by the Field 
Day on the 15th with the last day of school on the 18th, 
a 1/2 day for kids. 
 
At Mill River, the Middle School will present 7th grade 
Social Studies projects and 8th grade Science and Art 
Projects on June 14. The Senior Awards is on the cal-
endar on June 13 with Graduation ceremonies on the 
14th. We’ll have a list of our Shrewsbury Award win-
ners and Graduates in next month’s Times. As for now, 
enjoy summer vacation! 
 
At the May 2 meeting, the MRUUSD board voted to 
direct our administrators and teachers to continue re-
searching and planning for the 2020 Vision changes for 
our district. The board expects to hear more detailed 
plans by early Fall. We will have parent and public 
meetings to fully discuss the possibilities at that point. 
The discussion about whether to move all of our 6th 
graders to the Mill River Middle School will take place 
sometime in early Fall prior to the board’s budget work 
for the year.  
 
We understand that both of these proposals are a big 
change and that change is not always welcome without 
the time and full information on what it will mean for our 
kids and families. We, as a board 
are committed to having both the 
information and the time available 
for a full conversation on both 
proposals. Stay tuned. 

Submitted by Adrienne Raymond 

  

MILL RIVER UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL 
DISTRICT  (MRUUSD) NEWS 

 

Classified Ad 
Need a Babysitter?  Call Sarah Fry: fingerprinted, 
background checked, works with SMS Afterschool 

Program. 802-342-2877 

Discarded or worn flags can be taken 
to the Town Office for proper disposal. 

~Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk 
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Engel & Volkers Okemo-Woodstock
126 Main Street, Ludlow, Vermont
okemo-woodstock.evusa.com
Office: 802-975-0338

Gail Graves-Beardmore, Broker/Owner
gail.graves-beardmore@evusa.com

Cell: 802-236-5431

©2018 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. Engel & Völkers and it’s independent License Partners are 
Equal Opportunity Employers and fully support the principals of the Fair Housing Act. All information provided is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed.

Okemo-Woodstock

 Featured in Vermont Life
Come for the Views - Stay for the Charming Home. This 1790’s Antique home is steeped in History 
and has been featured in Vermont Life. Today, this home has been lovingly restored and updated for 
modern convenience. The original cape has all of the charm you would expect; exposed beams; wide 
pine floors and a stone fireplace. The owners have kept the living space open, updated the kitchen with 
a stainless Jenn-Air refrigerator, Whirlpool dishwasher and Thermador dual-fuel stove. There are 4 
bedrooms, 3 baths, a new master suite wing with family room, cherry floors, mud/laundry room, of-
fice and French doors opening to the beautiful yard. Three additional bedrooms on the 2nd floor of 
the original cape, plus a full bath with original clawfoot tub, charming nooks, plenty of storage closets 
and a back staircase. The 47+ acres feel like thousands, as your neighbor will be the Green Mountain 
National Forest....”they are the best neighbors!  This South-Central VT property is in an ideal location 
with easy access to 4 major ski resorts and is only 15 minutes from the regional airport. 



Times of Shrewsbury ~ June 2018 20 

  

Blood Pressure/Foot Care Clinics 
Wed, June 6, Wallingford, Wallingford House, 10:30am 
Thurs, June 7, Rutland, Parker House, 10am 
Thurs, June 7, Rutland, Bardwell House, 12:30pm 
Wed, June 27, Rutland, Godnick Adult Center, 12:30pm 
 The cost of the foot clinic is $10. No appointment necessary. 
Please call 802.770.1536 for more information.   
  
Bereavement Groups 
Rutland – Every Tuesday at 6pm at Grace Congregational 
Church. The Reverend Andrew Carlson, office chaplain for the 
Rutland VNAHSR office, will facilitate. Call 802.770.1613 for 
more information. Bereavement groups are free and open to the 
public. 
  
Proud of our national reputation for quality care, VNAHSR is highly 
rated for Quality of Patient Care and Patient Satisfaction from the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services and is recognized as 
one of the nation’s top 100 performing home health agencies, by 
HomeCare Elite, a market-leading review that identifies top Medi-
care-certified agencies. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
 

Middletown Springs Strawberry Festival 
Strawberry lovers are invited on Sunday, June 24 from 2 to 4 
pm to the Historical Society on the Green. The festival features 
delicious strawberry shortcake made with fresh local strawber-
ries, homemade biscuits, vanilla ice cream and whipped cream, 
along with iced tea, lemonade or coffee. Local artists and 
craftspeople will display and sell their work. Paul Morgan and 
friends enliven the afternoon with acoustic music, and there will 
be children’s activities. For more information, contact Pat 
Hemenway at 235-2421 or David Wright at 235-2376 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

Wallingford Town-wide Event 
On Sunday, May 27th, from 10:00 AM - 2:00pm, there will be a 
Town-Wide Art /Craft Fair, Tag Sale, and Flea Market. Vendors 
will be set up at the Gilbert Hart Library, 14 North Main Street, 
various cross streets, and other Main Street locations. On Sat-
urday, May 26, demonstrations on “Sheep & Needle Felting”, as 
well as, “Basket-weaving” will be taking place from 9:00am – 
2:00pm, at 271 South Main Street. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

100 MILES / 100 DAYS 
June 8 to September 15, 2018 

Walk one mile a day for 100 days and rec-
ord your mileage in the Mile Log 

Available at the 
Shrewsbury Library 

Siamese Tree 
“Somewhere” in Shrews-bury is/are two Sugar Maple 
Trees that have literally joined together. On a Green 
Mountain Club hike recently, Jerry Parker climbed up to 
measure the circumference above and below the joints. 
The larger tree is 55 ¾” below the joint and 51” above. 
However, the smaller tree is 37 ½” below  and 41” 
above the joint….which might mean it’s getting 
nutrients from the adjoining larger trunk (in case you 
didn’t get that higher math….the larger tree is larger at 
the bottom than it’s top and the reverse is true for the 
smaller tree…..) Jerry says he was walking by one day 
when he said “Wow! Isn’t that neat!”  And it is! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bone Builders 
9-10am 

Every Tuesday and Thursday 
at the Meeting House on Lottery Road 

Free weights and Instruction 
 

Join us to improve your  
Bones, Balance, and Strength 
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The Shrewsbury Outing Club mem-
bership form will not be mailed this 
year. Unless you have received a 
form via email, please submit the 
form on page 11 if you would like to 
be a member.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Sunday ~ June 17, 2018 
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Monthly Sales Report 
The chart shown is for the first four months of the year, 
January through April. These three bars show our total 
annual budget goal, the year to date budget goal 
based on the average sales from the past seven years, 
and the actual year to date revenues. 
 

 
	  
Ways you can help eliminate that shortfall: 
v Be Part of the 10% Solution and boost your typical 

purchases by 10%.  
v If you are a member, volunteer or employee you 

can waive your discount. To date about 30 people 
have waived their discount.   

v Special order one particular item regularly. Special 
orders receive special pricing at only 20% over our 
cost. Just let Sally know what you’re interested in. 

	  
 

Here’s the anticipated menu for June. We expect to 
mainly feature salads. IF a day dawns cool and seems 
likely to stay that way, Rob may decide to put a warm 
soup in the crockpot. The menu will always be posted 
daily on our Facebook page and sent to the daily e-
mail list. If you want to be included on the e-mail distri-
bution please contact me at pierces.store@gmail.com.  
 
Some of Rob’s Salads to Look Forward to: 
Russian Potato Salad 
Sesame Noodles 
Greek Salad 
Chinese Chicken Salad 

 
Specialty Wednesday Pizza Varieties 
6/6 Caramelized onion, gorgonzola & mozzarella 
6/13 Pesto, chopped tomatoes & mozzarella 
6/20 Asparagus leek with mozzarella & parmesan 
6/27 Marinara w/ sautéed mushrooms and mozzarella 
 
 
Wine Tasting @ Pierce’s 
Join us Friday, June 22 from 5pm to 7pm at Pierce’s 
Store for a wine tasting featuring some favorite reds 

Pierce’s snagged on sale: Big Smooth Old 
Vine Zinfandel '14 Lodi (normally $20/bottle, 
$13.99 on sale); 90+ Cellars Lot #145 Pinot 
Noir '15 McMinville (normally $19.50/bottle, 
$12.99 on sale) and perennial favorite Mark 
West Black Pinot Noir '16 Monterey (list price 
$13.70, now $10.99). 

Submitted by Sandy Bragg 
 

Special events in June 
 

Friday, June 8 
we’ll host a cider tasting and information session 
in the Garage. See the article elsewhere in this 

issue for details. 
 

Friday, June 22 
there will be a wine tasting in the store, hosted by 

Sandy Bragg. See info below. 
 

All ages enjoyed the pizza at the soft opening of 
Pierce’s Garage on May 11 

  

View back issues and 
the current issue of  
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at the town website at 
www.shrewsburyvt.org 

Pierce’s Store Seafood Pre-Orders 
Availability posted late Monday 

Pre-Order by 5pm Tuesday 
Delivery Wednesday afternoon 

! "DF copies 

# Word copy\ies 

Saturday Morning at Pierce’s:  
Vermont Croissants 

Selections include Ham & Cheddar; Spinach & Feta; 
Almond; Chocolate; Plain; Danish and/or Galette  
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Carroll and Beverly Adams 
Gary & Minnie Arthur 
Steve Banik & Virginia Gundersen 
Randell & Dianne Barclay 
Michael & Elizabeth Bedesem 
John & Linda Berryhill 
Rich Bettelli & Fran Patten 
Rich Biziak 
Dave & Debbie Blecich 
Sheree Bloch 
Sandy & Kristi Bragg 
Richard & Susan Buchanan 
Dan & Ginny Buckley 
Michael & Carol Calotta 
Michael & Laura Cashel 
John & Connie Cioffi 
Christina Clarke 
Marilyn Dalick 
Sally Deinzer 
Ray DiPrinzio & Lisa Garson 
Ernst & Rosemarie Dobler 
Elwert Family 
Nils & Pamela Eriksen 
Liz Flint 
Scott Garren & Heather Shay 
Jonathan Gibson & Eliza Mabry 
The Gile Family 
Mark & Carol Goodwin 
Pam & Peter Grace 
Barry & Barb Griffith 
John & Betty Heitzke 
George & Betsy Hinckley 
Barbara Hoffman 

Carmine Iannace 
Dick & Judy Keane 
Art Krueger & Trish Norton 
Robert & Judith Landon 
Rita Lane 
Clare & Ed Mangine 
Gerry & Chryl Martin 
Stephen Martyn 
Hull & Taffy Maynard 
Lynn McDermott 
Michael & Jennifer McDermott 
John & Barbara Kay O'Dowd 
John & Sharon Perry  
Kenny & Judy Pitts 
Russ & Grace Pratt 
Roxanne Ramah 
Russell & Donna Reay 
Reinbow Riding Center 
Helen & Andy Richards-Peelle 
The Ridlon Family 
Dick & Lillian Rohe 
Tom & Donna Ryan 
Brian & Patricia Sedaille 
Shaun Seymour 
Shrewsbury 
     Community Church 
 Historical Society 
 Library 
     Volunteer Fire Department 
Bill & Donna Smith 
Lisa Steckler 
John C. Stewart II 
Cynthia Thornton 

Liesbeth van der Heijden 
Ann Vanneman 
Lana Vanucchi 
Howard & Deborah Weaver 
Michael & Phyllis Wells 
Jim & Nancy West 
Lee Wilson 
The Winkler Family 
 


