
 
 

Memorial Day comes around each year on the last weekend  
of May; so it seems like a fitting time to share the story of the 
commemorative flag that’s down in the meadow on the west 
side of Northam Road near the Transfer Station turnoff. Lots 
of people ask: “Why is that flag there? Well…. 
 

Each year when Grace Brigham was 
teaching at the Mountain School the 
students read Paddle-to-the-Sea. It’s a 
story about a boy who carves a First 
Nation figure in a foot-long toy canoe 
and sets it free to travel thru the Great 
Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean. On the 
side of the canoe he carved: "Please 
put me back in the water. I am Paddle-
to-the-Sea."  

 
Grace’s students searched to find a stream or river near their 
homes so they could investigate how the water gets to the 
sea….a project they called “Shrewsbury-to-the-Sea.” They 
even made little boats to put in their stream and looked on 
maps to see their path to the sea. Grace said there was also  
a song with a verse for each boat’s journey.  
 
The students studied maps and learned that the official be-
ginning of the Cold River begins where Severy’s wetland 
joins Marjorie’s Brook in Carrara’s pasture at a point that 
became known as “Peter’s Island.”  
 
The Cold River tumbles downhill under Wilmouth Hill Bridge 
and the Brown Covered Bridge. Then it meanders out to 
meet Otter Creek which flows north to where it empties into 
Lake Champlain. From there boaters can proceed north or 
south…their choice! Shrewsbury’s children always imagined 
their little boats headed north to the Richelieu River and then 
to the St. Lawrence…and an imaginary rendezvous with 
Paddle-to-the-Sea to form a convoy to the Atlantic 
Ocean…and that’s how water from the Cold River gets to the 
sea! 

Peter’s Island was named for Peter Carrara who Grace says 
was “a very dear man” who grew up in the house on the hill 
above the little island. .”but he didn’t get to the sea by way of 
the Cold River stream….he joined the Navy!” One day when 
the children and Grace were at the stream to launch their 
boats, Larry (Carrara) came down to see what they were up 
to. That’s when Larry placed the flag there as a memorial to 
Peter and his service in the Navy. Larry says he has to re-
place the flag every few years, and he gets lots of questions 
about why it’s there. Grace has a picture of the whole family 
watching them. That day the kids all went up to shake their 
hands and it was like an official recognition of Peter’s Island.  
 
Once when Peter was explaining the extended Carrara fami-
ly he finally concluded “we’re all kind of connected.”… how 
fitting that his island connects us to the world!  With a won-
derful sense of awe, Grace added: “Just think about 
it…Shrewsbury is connected to the world. If you can put a 
little boat in a stream in Shrewsbury that floats down to the 
ocean and out in to the greater world. Wonder what that  
says?”  ~By Grace Brigham and Chryl Martin 

 
IT ALL STARTS RIGHT HERE! 
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It’s Not Too Late! 
If you have not filed your Homestead Declaration, Form HS-
122, the form can be accessed and filed at the state website  
www.tax.vermont.gov/property-owners. While there, you can 
also complete and file the Property Tax Adjustment form, 
Form HI-144, for household income up to $136,500.  
 

The forms are also available in paper forms for mailing. 
Deadline to file is October 15, 2019. 
 

Vermont State phone is (802) 828-2865 or (866) 828-2865 
(toll free in VT) for information or help. 

Linda McGuire--Treasurer, Town of Shrewsbury 
9823 Cold River Rd, Shrewsbury, Vermont  05738 

Town Office 492-3558; Home Phone 492-3487 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Thank You to the Poll Workers! 
Bleated THANK YOU to all the Poll Workers and Vote Coun-
ters who supported the 2019 Annual Town Election: 
 

Rich Biziak, Aaron Korzun, Ann Vanneman, Gary Salmon, 
Randy Page, Carol Goodwin, Steven Nicholson, Gerry & 
Chryl Martin, Barbara & Barry Griffith, Melissa Reichert, Nel-
son Haley, Cynthia Thornton, Trish Norton, Mark Young-
strom, Brian Jelensits, John Berryhill, Adrienne Raymond, 
Liesbeth Van der Heijden, Lee Wilson, Amy de Camp 
Thomas, Sally Deinzer, Pam Grace, Eliza Mabry, Taffy 
Maynard, Sharon Winnicki, Roxanne Ramah, Andy Rich-
ards-Peelle and Betsy Jesser. 

Submitted by Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Shrewsbury Conservation Commission 
Please note in the calendar that the SCC has moved their 
monthly meetings to the SECOND Tuesday of each month. 
The May meeting on May 14 at 5:15pm will be at 450 Frank 
Lord Rd 

The Times of Shrewsbury 
The Times of Shrewsbury is published monthly from February 
through December, and compiled by volunteers from material 
submitted by residents with the goal of informing townspeople 
of what is happening in Shrewsbury. The views and opinions 
expressed in articles are solely those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the editors. 
 
All submissions must be accompanied by the name of the 
submitting person and are printed at the editors’ discretion 
subject to editing for length and clarity. Letters to the Editor 
exceeding 350 words will be subject to editing for length. Any 
information piece or informational political letters (without 
specific party or vote appeal) will be subject to the guidelines 
previously described. A writer of a letter that names a Shrews-
bury resident or organization in a critical manner must get 
copies to the resident or organization, and to the Times by the 
10th of the month prior to publication or it will not run. If the 
named person or organization indicates in writing to the writer 
and to the Times that they choose not to respond, the letter will 
run. If the named entity responds, the response and initial let-
ter will run in the same issue. 

There is no charge for: jokes, poems, essays, nature reports, 
family event announcements, or feature articles or letters that 
are not commercial. 
 
Articles and Advertisements: Deadline for submission is 5pm 
on the 20th of the month prior to publication; exceptions will 
be announced in the prior month’s Times. 
 
Best Formats: Articles: Word or as an email message with no 
formatting. Photos: jpeg. Ads: jpeg (preferred) or Word doc-
ument. 
 
Monthly Advertising Fees:  
 Full Page          $80    
 1/2 Page            $45 
 1/4 page            $10   
  Business Card  $5      
                Classified ad (15 words) $2.50 
 Additional Fee to create an ad $5 
Payment due by the 20th of the month prior to publication. 

Chryl Martin  ∼ Rich Biziak  
Times of Shrewsbury, P.O. Box 373, Cuttingsville, VT 05738 

Email: shrewsburytimes@gmail.com     Online: www.shrewsburyvt.org 

Vermont State Senators: 
Brian Collamore:  bcollamore@leg.state.vt.us 

Cheryl Hooker”:  chooker@leg.state.vt.us 
James McNeil:  jmcneil@leg.state.vt.us 

 
 

Vermont State House of Representative: 
Logan Nicoll:  lnicoll@leg.state.vt.us 

 

The Vermont General Assembly is in session January 
thru June. To view committee member-ships, bills that 
have been introduced, track each bill’s progress, and 
review committee agendas go to www.leg.state.vt.us. 
During the week you can contact your legisla-
tor by leaving a message at the State House by call-
ing 1-800-322-5616 or 828-2228 (the Sergeant-At-
Arms' Office). 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
 

United States Senators: 
Senator Patrick Leahy 

www.leahy.senate.gov/contact 
Vermont Office: (802) 229-0569 

Washington office: (202) 224-4242 
 

Senator Bernie Sanders 
www.sanders.senate.gov/contact 
Vermont Office:  (800) 339-9834 

Washington D. C. Office:  
(202) 224-5141;  Fax (202) 228-0776 

 
United States House of Representative: 

Representative Peter Welch 
https://welch.house.gov/contact 

Vermont Office:  (802) 652-2450  or (888) 605-7270 
Washington, D.C. Office:  (202) 225-4115 
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Deadline for submission 
to Times of Shrewsbury is 

by 5:00pm  

 
 
Apr 26 6-7:30pm *STEM (Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) Activities at the Library 
Apr 26 7:30pm *Round Table Discussion on Emergency Management at the Community Meeting House 
Apr 28 3-5pm *Stories from the Sugarbush at Russellville Schoolhouse sponsored by SAGE 
Apr 28 7pm *Science Book Club meets at the Library 
Apr 29 7:30-10am *Rep. Logan Nicoll will be at Pierce’s Store  
   

May 3 7:30pm *Anne Sarcka talks about her new book at the Library 
May 4 8am-noon GREEN UP DAY  8-10am Refreshments at Mtg House; 10-noon Bags to Transfer Station 
May 4 7:30pm *Schoolhouse Jam at the Russellville Schoolhouse  
May 5 1-3pm *Seed Swap at the Russellville Schoolhouse  sponsored by SAGE 
May 10 7pm *Shakespeare Film Club  showing “Hamlet” at the Library 
May 11 10am-noon **Naturalist Walk with Connie Youngsgtrom; meet at Elliott House, Spring Lake Ranch 
May 11 10am *Reinbow Riding Center volunteer open house and orientation day 
May 13 12noon *Discussion of “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Wolf” at Phyllis & Michael Wells; brown bag lunch 
May 14 5:15pm *Conservation Commission meets at 450 Frank Lord Road 
May 17 7:30pm *”Journey to Morocco” talk with Stefan Grace at the Library 
May 19 4pm *Famous Books Discussion Group at the Library 
May 20 7:30-10am *Rep. Logan Nicoll will be at Pierce’s Store  
May 21 7pm Shrewsbury Historical Society meeting at the museum 
May 22 12noon * Prayer Shawl Group @ the home of Roxanne Ramah 492-3675. 
May 22 5:30-7pm *Making your Bed: Starting your Garden at 101 Allen St, Rutland  sponsored by SAGE 
May 23 12nooon *Living In Place pot luck lunch at the Meeting House 
May 24 5-7pm *Pierce’s Garage Grand Opening Event at Pierce’s Store 
May 24 6pm *Family Night Movie at the Library 
May 25, 26 10-5pm Vermont Crafts Council Open Studio Weekend 
May 26 4pm *Science Book Club meets at the Library 
*see  elsewhere in newsletter for detail
 

REGULAR MEETINGS and EVENTS 
Board of Selectman Meeting 1st & 3rd Wednesdays – 7pm at Town Office 
Bone Builders Tuesdays & Thursdays – 9am at Meeting House 
Library Trustees Meeting 2nd Tuesday – 7pm at Shrewsbury Library 
Mill River Unified Union School Board Meeting 1st Wed 7pm @ MRHS & 3rd Wed. 7pm location TBA 
Planning Commission 1st & 3rd Mondays – 7:30pm at Town Office 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) Sundays – 10:30am at Shrewsbury Library, Upstairs 
Shrewsbury Community Church Worship Sundays – 10:30am at Shrewsbury Center Church 
Shrewsbury Historical Society 3rd Tuesdays at 7pm in museum. Next: May 21 
Shrewsbury Historical Society Museum Opens July 7, 1-3pm, Sundays to Oct.27. 492-3324 for appt. 
Shrewsbury Singers Sundays – 9-10:15am upstairs at the Meeting House 
Shrewsbury Sno-Birds 2nd Tuesday – 7pm at Southside Restaurant, Rutland 
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department Thursdays – 7pm at Cuttingsville Station 
Shrewsbury Conservation Commission 2nd Tuesday at 450 Frank Lord Road @ 5:15pm 

 

Shrewsbury Town Website: www.shrewsburyvt.org 
Clerk’s Office         492-3511                       Mon – Thurs 9am – 3pm; Closed Friday 
Town Garage         492-3656                   (Follow prompts to report roadway blockage on non-work days) 
Listers                    492-2009 
Treasurer’s Office 492-3558 or 492-3487  Wednesday 5pm–7pm 
Transfer Station (Summer Hours: (April-October) Sunday: 8am-4pm & Wed: 12noon–7pm 
 

Library                    492-3410 Mon, Fri & Sat: 10am–Noon; Tues & Thurs: 7pm–9pm; Wed: 10am–5pm and 7pm–9pm 
Meeting House      492-6050  Reservations: 492-3361  or julanne@vermontel.net 
News Flash Email List     vtbenbeano@gmail.com  or  benbeano@vermontel.ne 
 

Cuttingsville Post Office 492-3585  Window Hours  Mon–Fri 7:30am–10:30am &11:30am–2;30pm;  Sat 8am–11am.    
                                                             Lobby Hours Mon– Fri 7:30am–5:00pm and Sat 7:30am–11am 
 

1st Constable and Animal Control:  TBA 
Emergency Management Bert Potter 773-2272 Green Mountain Power outage 1-800-451-2877 
Medical-Police-Fire Emergency Dial 911 Ambulance 773-1700                Rutland Hospital   775-7111 

SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
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March 20, 2019: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting 
 

Present at Meeting: Bert Potter, Selectman; Steven Nichol-
son, Selectman; Aaron Korzun, Selectman; Mark Goodwin, 
Clerk; Jonathan Gibson, Chuck Finberg, Sharon Winnicki, 
Ann Vanneman 
 Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM 
by Selectman Potter 
 Approval of Agenda: Aaron moved and Bert seconded to 
approve the agenda. Modifications: Add additional Excess 
Weigh Permits, Rustic Rooster liquor license renewal, acci-
dent at the Transfer Station, Town Office generator mainte-
nance contract, Department of Public Service peti-
tion. Approved with modifications 
 

Cold River Road Relocation Status: OCE conducted bid 
openings March 19. The low bidder is being confirmed for 
bid adherence against specifications of the proposal. Mark 
Youngstrom indicated he will have more detailed status at 
the April 3rd meeting to include deed execution and determi-
nation of any sub-division requirements. 
 

Excess Weight Permits: Bert moved and Aaron seconded 
to approve the following Excess Weigh Permits: 
Proctor Gas Inc., New England Quality Services, Inc., The 
Belden Company, Champlain Valley Plumbing & Heating, 
Demag Riggers & Crane Srv. Inc., Fabian Earth Moving Inc., 
Phoenix Feeds & Nutrition, and United Natural Foods, Inc. 
Approved 
 

Appointments: Bert indicated that he had not been in con-
tact with the Sheriffs Office regarding the regulations regard-
ing Constables. 
 

Liquor License Renewal: Steven moved and Aaron se-
conded to approve the renewal of the Rustic Rooster liquor 
license. No discussion. Approved 
 

Town Office Generator Maintenance Contract: Brook 
Field Service submitted their annual contract renewal. No 
other vendor has solicited generator maintenance contracts 
with the Town for the back-up generator. Bert moved and 
Steven seconded to approve the 2019 renewal of the 
maintenance contract with Brook Field Service. Approved 
 

Draft Reply to Public Service Department Commission-
er, June Tierney:  A letter had been received from Commis-
sioner Tierney on February 25, 2019 in response to the 
Town’s letter dated January 16, 2019. A draft response letter 
was written by Steven with assistance from the Telecom 
Working Group. The draft was reviewed prior to transmittal 
to the Commissioner. Steven solicited comments from other 
Selectboard members and inquired of members of the Tele-
com Working Group who were present in regards to the as-
sertions being made in respect to FCC mandated obligations 
of E-911 Service (paragraph #4). Discussion also focused on 
paragraph #7 in regards to the claim by Green Mountain 
Power that Shrewsbury had denied GMP a permit to relocate 
power lines for GMP’s Resiliency Project and the impression 
that the Commissioner had, which was based on GMP’s re-
sponse to Commissioner Tierney inquiry to GMP and VTel 
directly in respect to power failures and subsequent telecom 
outages in Shrewsbury. 

 In conjunction with the receipt of the response letter from 
Commissioner Tierney, the Town also received notice that 
the Vermont Public Utility Commission had received a peti-
tion from the Public Service Department requesting that the 
Public Utility Commission hold a workshop regarding service 
provider backup power obligations. In response to that notifi-
cation the Selectboard drafted a response that implored the 
PU Commission to include other Vermont Towns who are 
experiencing similar utility infrastructure inadequacies such 
as loss of electrical power and subsequent loss of E-911 
service due to lack of reliable mobile phone service, and not 
just deem service providers as the sole interested parties for 
attendance at the referenced workshop. 
Bert moved and Steven seconded to approve the letters as 
rewritten and authorize transmittal. Approved 
 

A discussion was instigated by some public present in re-
gards to the updating of the Local Emergency Management 
Plan (LEMP) which is due annually to VT Emergency Man-
agement May 1st of each year. Steven indicated that he is 
still working through the template and is always open to as-
sistance and suggestions from other interested parties. 
 

New Business: Bert informed the Selectboard about a 
pending insurance claim brought by a resident who experi-
enced an accident at the Transfer Station that required med-
ical attention. Bert is in the process of gathering the requisite 
information prior to submission of the claim to VLCT. 
 

Minutes: Aaron moved and Bert seconded to approve the 
minutes of 3/6/2019. Approved 
 

Orders: Bert moved and Aaron seconded to approve: 
Selectboard Orders #3A of 3/20/2019 for $7,620.04 and 
Road Commissioner Orders #3A of 3/20/2019 for 
$30,752.02. Approved 
 

NOTE: The Selectboard acknowledges the change in Road 
Commissioner’s Order #3 of 3/6/2019 from $10,012.45 to 
$8,781.45. 
 

Meeting was duly adjourned at 8:55pm 
Respectfully submitted, Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk 

 These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Select-
board at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
April, 3 , 2019: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting 
  
Present at Meeting: Bert Potter, Selectman; Steven Nichol-
son, Selectman; Aaron Korzun, Selectman; Jamie Carrara, 
Road Commissioner; Mark Goodwin, Clerk 
 Melissa Reichert, Planning Commission, Laura Black, 
Planning Commission; Mark Youngstrom , Otter Creek Engi-
neering, Jonathan Gibson 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM 
by Selectman Potter 
Approval of Agenda: Aaron moved and Bert seconded to 
approve the agenda. Modifications: Add additional Excess 
Weigh Permits, Approved with modifications 
  

SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES 
The Selectboard meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday at 7pm at the Town Office. 
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Excess Weight Permits: Aaron moved and Bert seconded 
to approve Excess Weight Permits for: Connecticut Valley 
Trucking, Barrett Trucking, Casella Construction, JP Carrara 
& Sons, Camp Precast Concrete Products. Discussion: All 
requisite payments and insurance documentation accompa-
nied the applications. Approved 
 

Town Plan Approval: Laura Black and Melissa Reichert 
presented modifications to the Town Plan that was submitted 
for Selectboard approval on February 20, 2019. Specific lan-
guage pertaining to Climate Change was inserted into the 
Plan: Section 1; Purpose and General Aims of Plan, 
new Chapter 8 in Section 4 (Land Use); CLIMATE with addi-
tional sub-section 4.1.8.1 Climate Change. Another small 
change was made to 4.3.1.2 – Steep Slopes. In response to 
the question of substantial change, it was noted that the Plan 
had already included specific language regarding the im-
pacts of climate change including specific State mandates 
that Act 171 – Forest and Conservation and Act 64 – Storm 
Water abatement and Act 174 Energy conservation goals 
and generation planning has been a required component to 
Town Plans since 2016 and how Shrewsbury as a Town is 
currently and will in the future respond to those mandates. 
Endorsements of the modifications were submitted in writing 
from Sharon Winnicki. Jonathan Gibson, indicated that he 
appreciates the work that the Planning Commission has 
done in maintaining the character of the Town to which he 
and Eliza moved to thirty-seven years ago. 
Bert moved to adopt the 2019 Shrewsbury Town Plan as 
presented with modifications, Steven seconded. No further 
discussion. Approved 
 

Cold River Road Relocation / Lottery Rd Culvert Re-
placement Status: Otter Creek Engineering presented offi-
cial bid tabulations for the Cold River Road Relocation pro-
ject and the Lottery Road Culvert Replacement project with 
accompanying letters of recommendation to award con-
tracts. 
Cold River Road Relocation – M&M Excavating, Inc. (Proc-
torsville, VT) and Lottery Road Culvert Replacement – G&N 
Excavation (Moretown, VT). 
OCE will arrange for Contract signing later this month after 
coordination with all involved. 
 

OCE presented amendments to the Engineering Service 
Agreements. Aaron moved and Bert seconded to approve 
the recommendations for contract awards as presented and 
amendments to the Engineering Services Agreement. Ap-
proved. 
 

Road Commissioner’s Report: Jamie presented the: 2019 
Annual Financial Plan – Town Highways. Bert moved and 
Aaron seconded to approve the Financial Plan. Ap-
proved. Certification for Town Road and Bridge Standards 
and Network Inventory. Bert moved and Steven seconded to 
approve the Certification. Approved 
Jamie presented to the Selectboard his analysis of cab & 
chassis makes and models in anticipation of ordering a new 
truck to replace the 2010 International. The length of time 
from ordering to taking delivery of a fully outfitted truck takes 
about six to nine months. 

 

Jamie also priced out Max Extended Warranty for the vehi-
cles (7yrs / 100k miles), which is the average life span of a 
Shrewsbury plow truck. The dump box and plowing accesso-
ries required for outfitting a municipal truck are additional 
costs, but are not being specified for purchase at this time so 
that the order can be started for the cab & chassis. Payment 
would be due upon delivery to Jericho sometime in the early 
fall with anticipation of final outfitting of box and plow by yet 
to be determined outfitter, with the expectation that the truck 
will be delivered to Shrewsbury sometime in the spring of 
2020 or about a year from now. Jamie indicated that he has 
received an offer of $30,000 for a trade-in of the 2010 truck. 
Bert moved and Aaron seconded to approve the Road 
Commissioner’s recommendation of International with auto-
matic transmission and max extended warranty. Approved  
 

Appointments: Tabled till April 17. 
 

Open to the Public: Jonathan Gibson presented to the Se-
lectboard information concerning efforts undertaken regard-
ing the 2019 VT Telecom Plan since the letter to Commis-
sioner Tierney dated March 20, 2019. An additional letter 
from a group of Shrewsbury residents were sent to the lead-
ers of the Vermont Senate and House respectively. Mr. Gib-
son reported that the issues is being taken up in ancillary 
legislative meetings with jurisdiction regarding E-911 re-
sponse as well as possible media attention to the issue. 
Jonathan requested that the Selectboard formally request 
VLCT to invite other Towns in Vermont to the Workshop Re-
garding Service Provider Backup Power Options to be held 
on April 30th in the Hudson Hearing Room at 112 State St. 
Montpelier. The Notice indicates that the Department (of 
Public Service) service providers and any interested persons 
are requested to file comments with the Public Utility Com-
mission that include potential items for discussion. The Se-
lectboard pointed out that the notification that was received 
April 3rd from the Commission indicates that the PUC has 
already informed VLCT that the meeting is taking place via 
there distribution list which had already been expanded 
based on the Shrewsbury letter of March 20 which “sought 
the input statewide”. Steven indicated that he will attempt to 
contact VLCT to understand how VLCT will respond to the 
Notice distributed by the PUC. 
 

New Business: Discussion concerning the warning of a 
special Selectboard meeting if the Selectboard accepts “as 
the Selectboard” an invitation to attend the Round Table 
Discussion of Emergency Management hosted by the 
Shrewsbury Library on April 26th at the Community Meeting 
House. It was concluded that as long as they attended as 
individual members of the Community and did not 
take any formal action as a municipal entity that they would 
not necessarily need to warn that particular meeting. 

SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES 
The Selectboard meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday at 7pm at the Town Office. 
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 Minutes: Aaron moved and Bert seconded to approve the 
minutes of 3/20/2019. Approved 
 

Orders: Correction: Selectboard Order #3A of 3/20/2019 
should be $7,564.10 instead of the previous stated 
$7,620.04. 
 

Bert moved and Aaron seconded to approve: Select-
board Orders #4 of 4/3/2019 of $1,410.38 and Road Com-
missioner Orders #4 of 4/3/2019 for $ 11,795.98. Approved 
 

Transfer Station Drawing: Gail Hartigan’s name was drawn 
for a $10 punch card. 
 

Meeting was duly adjourned at 9:05 PM 
Respectfully submitted, Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk 

 These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Select-
board at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 
Editor’s Note: The minutes have been edited for brevity but 
not content. For complete minutes, go to the Town website 
www.shrewsburyvt.org 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

 
Historical Society’s Exciting Plans 
Since the successful Shrewsbury Day 2018, plans have 
been percolating over the long winter for another community 
celebration of historic inclusiveness. Stay tuned! 
 
The Historical Society’s Program Committee has a growing 
list of potential presentations at the Museum and other ven-
ues. See the June Times of Shrewsbury for specifics on in-
teresting school and family projects and expeditions.  

~Grace Brigham 

Shrewsbury’s Telecom Working Group Report 
Shrewsbury is beginning to have an impact on telecommuni-
cation issues at the statewide level. This is a result of sever-
al letters the Selectboard has sent to State agencies and the 
efforts of an ad hoc Telecom Working Group of Shrewsbury 
residents. 
 
The Working Group was formed to address the loss of basic 
telephone service and emergency 9-1-1 service that occurs 
during an extended power outage. Such a loss happens be-
cause VTel’s fiber optic system and the cable service of oth-
er providers depends on electricity to operate, and in an out-
age the backup batteries to provide power run down after a 
number of hours. 
 
On April 18, two Shrewsbury residents, Chuck Finberg and 
Jonathan Gibson, testified before the Senate Finance Com-
mittee of the Vermont Legislature on a bill (H.513) to expand 
broadband service to rural towns. They described Shrews-
bury’s loss of phone service during last November’s GMP 
power outage and cautioned legislators to ensure that the 
vulnerability of  9-1-1 service to electricity outages be ad-
dressed in connection with any taxpayer funding for broad-
band expansion. 
 
The Town has also been invited to participate in a workshop 
that the Public Utility Commission is holding on April 30 to 
examine how telecommunication companies are complying 
with their legal obligation to inform customers about battery 
backup equipment, since it is now the consumer’s responsi-
bility, not the company’s, to maintain and, if necessary, re-
place that equipment. 
 
Members of the Telecom Working Group will participate in 
the Shrewsbury Library’s April 26 forum on emergency 
management and invite anyone interested to join in their 
work. 

~Jonathan Gibson  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

 
View back issues and the current issue of 

 
TIMES OF SHREWSBURY 

 
at the Town website at 

www.shrewsburyvt.org

SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES 
(continued) 

LETTER TO THE EDITORS 
Thanks for Support 
I would like to thank all the people for their nice cards and 
wishes sent on my husband Bruce’s passing. A special 
thank you to Dick and Donna Swartz, Ed and Carolee 
Ferguson, and to his co-workers at the post office for 
their help when he was sick. Also, thanks to Heather 
Ray, a new friend. A special thank you to the 
VNS/Hospice of Rutland. He will be greatly missed. 
Thanks again to all.  ~Sue Wilder 
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The month of April has zipped by and May is here. Maple 
sugaring season is over, and spring is just around the cor-

ner. The snow is almost gone and we are all looking forward 
to spring and moderate weather. April has presented a few 

problems for the town road crews with the warming tempera-
tures causing thawing of roads, rain & snowmelt. Thanks to 
the road crew for their many hours of clearing fallen trees, 

grading and repairing of roads! 
 

The SVFD responded to only one call this last month on 
April 15 for flooding on Route 103 north of Spring Lake Rd. 
The river was over-flowing across Route 103. The SVFD 
responded with two trucks to block the road from both sides 
until VTrans could shut down Route 103 until the water re-
ceded. Driving through a flooded road is dangerous! Some-
times the road is damaged but does not appear that way, or 
the water can be deeper than expected. You can lose control 
of your vehicle and end up off the road making a bad situa-
tion even worse! 
 

Often, drivers ignore the situation or are distracted and at-
tempt to drive around emergency vehicles. Whenever you 
encounter an emergency scene, slow down and be patient.  
In the upcoming month we will be performing vehicle and 
station maintenance. On May 2nd and May 9th we will begin 
annual maintenance of our dry hydrants which will involve 
hooking our pumper trucks up to the hydrants and flowing 
water back into the ponds. We expect this will take 2 weeks 
to visit all our sites. 
 

If you are cleaning your yard of small tree debris and wish to 
have a brush fire, always call either Forest Fire Warden Kev-
in Brown (Cell 802-345-8668) or Deputy Forest Fire Warden 
Al Ridlon Jr. (cell 802-282-3642) for a permit and to check if 
conditions are favorable for burning. You are always respon-
sible for controlling the fire and ensuring only clean wood 
materials are burned. Always a good idea to plenty of help 
and water available if needed and remember 
    ALWAYS STAY FIRE SAFE!! 

Submitted by Jack Perry 
 

 

 
 

We are heading into the homestretch of the legislative ses-
sion and my committee seems to have an especially long list 
of bills we intend to get out before the session ends for the 
year. Still, there are a lot of good bills on the wall in my 
committee room I had hoped would come off the wall that 
probably will not this year. Next January we pick up wherev-
er we leave off at the end of this year’s session so I am 
hopeful we will get to more of them then as we will all be that 
much more experienced next year. 
 
In the past few weeks we spent a lot of time working on the 
“Tobacco 21” bill, which raises the age to purchase and use 
tobacco to the age of 21. As I’ve said before this is part of 
our three-pronged approach to addressing the prevalence of 
e-cigarettes in our high schools and middle schools and after 
all the testimony and discussion I’m happy to say the bill has 
my full support and came out of my committee with a unani-
mous vote of 11-0. That bill will now be on the floor this 
week. 
 
We are also working on a combination of bills addressing 
substance use disorder, mostly on improving access to 
treatment and improving the state’s drug prevention pro-
grams, which I hope to pass with the cannabis tax and regu-
late bill. This week my committee also amended and passed 
S.40, the “Lead in schools and childcare facilities testing and 
remediation” bill.  We are urging the House to pass the bill 
with full funding for the testing and remediation but it will still 
go to House Appropriations so they may amend that lan-
guage further. 
 
Most of the work I’ve been involved with this year has been 
on unanimous or near-unanimous votes but there have been 
some controversial topics, and I strongly urge you to contin-
ue to reach out with your comments and complaints if you 
have them. Most are probably aware that this week my 
committee also worked on a constitutional amendment to 
protect abortion rights, which included a public hearing. That 
proposal passed the Senate 28-2, and if it passes the House 
this year, has to pass the House and Senate again next bi-
ennium, after the next election, at which point it would go to 
a statewide vote in November 2022. 
 
The other controversial bill this past week was non-citizens 
voting in Montpelier. I struggled with that vote.  Ultimately I 
supported the bill because we were approving Montpelier’s 
decision to make that change, and Montpelier voted 2857 to 
1488 in favor of the measure, a change to their charter, and I 
didn’t think it was our place to deny their decision. I do want 
to clarify this change only allows non-citizens to vote in city 
elections or on city matters, not for statewide races or school 
races and budgets. But if you have questions or concerns do 
continue to reach out and I will answer them as best I can. 
 
Join me for coffee hours to share your concerns: 
Monday, April 29 7:30-10am at Pierce’s Store 
Monday, May 6 7-10am at the Belmont General Store 
Monday, May 20 7:30-10 at Pierce’s Store 
Monday, May 27 7-10am at the Belmont General Store 

Logan Nicoll, State Representative (Ludlow, Mount Holly, 
Shrewsbury)  802-345-8430 

  

Book Reviews from the Library— 
Two ways to share: Please share your book reviews 
by writing them in the journals kept at the front desk 
at the Library or email to  maplesugar@comcast.net  
THANK YOU! 

Book reviews are compiled by Marilyn Dalick 
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From the Library— 
Shrewsbury’s REVIEW OF BOOKS 

This is a selection of reviews from our “Readers’ Pick” 
journal kept at the Library. Thanks to all the contributors! 
Thanks to all our Reviewers this month! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Swimming to Antarctica: 
Tales of a Long-Distance Swimmer 

by Lynne Cox 
!!!!! 

Great story (true) of Lynne’s intensity, endurance, perse-
verance and humility as she takes on long-distance 
swimming in the most unlikely places—the Bering Strait, 
the Straits of Magellan, and yes—ultimately, Antarctica. 
Fueled by the words of a teammate’s mother that she’d 
someday swim the English Channel, she does that—
setting a world record at age 15—and way more. Sci-
ence, geography and human nature rolled into one. 

Reviewed by Martha Sirjane 
 

Where Did I Leave My Glasses? The Where, When, 
and Why of Normal Memory Loss 

by Martha Weinman Lear 
  !!! 

This is a good book! 
Reviewed by Barbara Griffith 

 
Murder in the Marais 
Murder in Belleville 

Murder in the Rue du Paradis 
by Cara Black (mysteries set in Paris)  

!!!!! 
I LOVE these! I read one on a plane to California, and 
one coming back—and couldn’t stop reading. 

Reviewed by Joan Aleshire 
 

The Beautiful Mysteries 
by Louise Penny 

!!  
Spellbinding setting—a monastery deep in the forests of 
northern Quebec—an intriguing premise—a monk has 
been murdered in the monastery garden—that calls on 
the skills of the kindly, calm (but haunted) Chief Inspec-
tor Armand Gamache. The plot is intricate without being 
compelling, though—and it gets hard to tell one monk 
from another! The Chief Inspector is good company, if 
this mystery, with its DaVinci Code echoes, seems unin-
spired.           Reviewed by Joan Aleshire 

 
Book Reviews Compiled by Marilyn Dalick 

!!!!!  Fantastic!  
  !!!!  Compelling, page-turner 
     !!!  Enjoyable 
        !!   Just O.K. 
           !  Not recommended 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

MARDI GRAS 2013 
 

Saturday, April 27, 2013 
7pm to ?? 

at Town Hall 
 

Music by 
The Shrewsbury Community Blues Band 

 

Helpers Needed! 
• CALLERS to ask local folks to bring 

food items for attendees to eat 
• DECORATORS to decorate Town 

Hall in festive MARDI GRAS style 
• COLLECTORS of admission money 
• KITCHEN / CLEANER UPPERS to 

serve food and drinks and help clean 
up after 

• FACE PAINTER for the kids young 
and old! 

• FORTUNE TELLER in your own little 
grotto 

• SOLICITORS request and/or pick up 
donations from grocery stores, etc. 

• MASK SELLER masks will be on 
hand for sale 

 
Please call Fran Patten, 492-3706 or 
Roxanne Ramah, 492-3675 to volun-
teer.      Thank you! 
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FREE 
Come and pick it up! 

A light green LL Bean love seat. 
In fair condition. Interested? 

Call Joyce at 492-3542 

SHREWSBURY VOLUNTEER 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

!

 
NOTIFICATION TO DRY HYDRANT LANDOWNERS 
The SVFD will be performing dry hydrant maintenance 
on Thursday May 2 and Thursday May 9. Please call 
Jack Perry at 779-4713 if you have questions 

THE SVFD NEEDS YOU! 
We need new and younger members. The Shrewsbury 
Volunteer Fire Department (SVFD) can provide 
equipment, training, and support. Whether you’ve had 
prior experience as a first responder or have no expe-
rience at all! We need volunteers. If you would consid-
er joining, please talk to any current member, or stop 
by the Cuttingsville or Northam stations on any Thurs-
day evening at 7:00pm to introduce yourself and find 

MESSAGE FROM MONTPELIER 
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New Artistic Director to Discuss Play 
At noon on Monday, May 13 at Michael and Phyllis Wells 
home, Susanna Gellert, the new Executive Artistic Director 
at Weston Play House, will be discussing,  "Who's Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf?" by Edward Albee. All are welcome for a 
brown bag lunch. This is the last play in the upcoming sum-
mer season and should offer a lively discussion.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
 

Local Artisans Participate in Open Studio Weekend 
The Vermont Crafts Council Spring Open Studio weekend is 
Saturday & Sunday, May 25 & 26, from 10am-5pm. Maps 
and brochures of various artisans throughout the state can 
be picked up at Pierce’s Store or the post office. Watch for 
the yellow signs and be sure to visit one of the local studios: 
Gene Felder—hand carved bowls; Gerry Martin--woodturned 
bowls and vessels; Maya Zelkin--functional, wood fired, 
stoneware and porcelain pottery; and, David Stone--
burnished, carved, stoneware, and earthenware pottery. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    
 

Now that Spring is really 
here, we need to breathe 
life back into Living in 
Place. It was a long, long 
winter and time to come 
out of hibernation! We are 
planning on a lovely, 

Spring luncheon on May 23, at 12noon at the Meeting 
House. Bring a dish and your tales of the winter of ’19! 
 

Don’t forget that LIVING IN PLACE has good, usable medi-
cal equipment available for anyone who needs it: crutches, 
walkers, shower chairs, commodes. If something else is 
needed, we’ll do our best to get it for you. Donations are 
welcome if in good shape! We can pick it up and/or deliver 
to you. Call Judy Emerick at 492-2228 
 

We’re looking for volunteers who can help organize our 
plans for the coming year. Come to the May 23 luncheon 
and talk to us about what you would like to see in Shrews-
bury to enhance our quality of life, especially as we go 
through life’s unexpected challenges! ~Judy Emerick 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Family Movie 
Night 
at the 

Shrewsbury 
Library  

 

Friday, May 24 
@ 6pm 
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MANY THANKS in advance to all who took part in the 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ROUND TABLE on Friday, 
April 26: Everyone who contributed the results of their con-
cerns and research about the lack of telephone service dur-
ing power outages, especially CHUCK FINBERG, 
JONATHAN GIBSON, ANN VANNEMAN and SHARON 
WINNICKI. And to the Select Board members who shared 
their knowledge and agreed to participate. Most of all, 
KUDOS go to DIRK THOMAS, who as a  member of the Li-
brary Program Committee, organized this important event, 
tirelessly making calls to participants and refining the topics. 
 
We welcome new volunteer MEG MELLOR, and are happy 
to see all our regulars coming back from their winter homes. 
We greatly appreciate your support! Please call Joan (492-
3550) or Lisa (492-3732) or the Library (492-3410) to join 
our crew of staffers. 
 
Coming Events: 
Friday, May 3 @ 7:30pm: ANNE SARCKA will talk about her 
new book, Strong Spirit, Steadfast Heart: The Life and Times 
of  Elizabeth Man Sarcka: the part memoir, part oral history, 
part biography of her mother, the remarkable woman who 
co-founded Spring Lake Ranch in 1932 with her husband 
Wayne. This delightful and inspiring book is available at the 
Library. 
 
Friday, May 10 @ 7pm: SHAKESPEARE FILM CLUB shows 
“Hamlet” (2015) starring Maxine Peake (Run & Jump, Funny 
Cow). Filmed live at Manchester's the Royal Exchange The-
atre in Manchester. Peake gives a mesmerizing performance 
as the troubled young Dane in Shakespeare's most well-
known play. Thanks to Michael Flanigan for bringing us the-
se films! 
 
Friday, May 17 @ 7:30pm: “JOURNEY TO MOROCCO” with 
Stefan Grace (Master of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine) 
will talk about his family’s trip to North Africa last fall, where 
they drove around the mountains and deserts of Morocco 
and spent three days at a music festival in the dunes of the 
Sahara Desert.  
 
Continuing Programs: 
Sunday, May 19 @ 4pm: FAMOUS BOOKS BOOK CLUB: 
Devotions by Mary Oliver: The personal selection by this 
popular poet of her own published work. (We skipped our 
regular monthly meeting in April, which fell on Easter.) 
Please bring to our discussion a poem that spoke to you and 
one that didn’t work as well; all are welcome: regulars and 
newcomers alike! If you need a copy call Joan: 492-3550. 
 
Sunday, May 26 @ 4pm: SCIENCE BOOK CLUB: The Ge-
nius of Birds by Jennifer Ackerman. For veteran birdwatch-

ers and novices alike. Copies will be available at the Library; 
please call Joan if you need another: 492-3550. 
   
 QUILTERS’ GROUP should start up after Donna gets back 
in mid-May. Please call the Library if you’re interested in join-
ing: 492-3410. 
 
WRITERS’ GROUP is on extended vacation. Please call 
Joan (492-3550) or Penelope (492-3345) if you’re interested. 
 
New Books include: 
• Mama’s Last Hug: Animal Emotions, and What They Tell 

Us About Ourselves by Frans de Waal: A biologist’s fas-
cinating and illuminating account. 

• Women Talking by Miriam Toews: A moving new novel 
by the Canadian writer, based on a true story of violence 
in a Mennonite community. 

• The End of the Myth: From the Frontier to the Border 
Wall in the Mind of  America by historian Greg Grandin. 
A persuasive, well-documented exploration of the ideas 
that have guided American thinking and policies. 

• Barnyards, Barefeet and Bluejeans by Allen A. Mills, Jr.: 
A delightful memoir by a Florence, VT family farmer. 

• The American Agent: A new Maisie Dobbs novel by 
Jacqueline Winspear set in London during WWII. 

• The Honey Bus: A Memoir of Loss, Courage, and a Girl 
Saved by Bees by Meredith May: Part affecting autobi-
ography, part attentive observation. 

• Trees of Power: Ten Essential Arboreal Allies by Akiva 
Silver: A New Hampshire farmer and forester describes 
the gifts of local trees. 

 
New DVDs next time! 

SHREWSBURY LIBRARY PASSES 
Passes available for patrons to checkout 

 
Vermont State Parks: This pass provides free entry into 
any Vermont State Park day areas for up to eight people 
in one vehicle.  
 

Vermont Historic Sites: Provided by Vermont's Historic 
Sites and the Dept. of Libraries. Gives free entry to Ver-
mont Historic Sites for one family or groups of up to eight 
people.  
 

ECHO: Pass provides $7 admission per person, valid up 
to four guests to ECHO Lake Aquarium and Science 
Center in Burlington, VT. 
 

Wonderfest: Valid for regular admission for two adults  
and three children under 18. 
 

Vermont Institute of Natural Science (VINS) in 
Quechee. Reduced Admission: Adults, Seniors & Youth 
(ages 4 to 17) $5.00; Children ages three and under are 
free. 

MOTHER’S DAY 
May 12, 2019 
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The March snow storm did not deter many folks from coming 
out for our annual pancake breakfast! A good time was had 
by all! It was a special treat to ride the hayride to Maple 
Crest Farm Sugar House. Special Thanks to Roger Winnicki 
for driving the tractor, our loyal crew: Courtney Allard, Linda 
& Phillip Ducrot, Crystal & Sue Kelley, Grace Korzun, Anissa 
Park, Roxanne Ramah, Julanne Sharrow, Allison Stone, and 
Sharon Winnicki. Ann Vanneman graciously volunteered for 
the cleanup crew. We appreciate our sponsors: Jeff and 
Mary Smith Maple Crest Farm and Thomas Dairy. Proceeds 
will be used for the Shrewsbury Community Sharing Project.  
 
Community Service Sundays  
I’m proud to announce this year for Community Service Su-
days we completed: five receiving blankets, 18 burp cloths, 
24 infant bibs, 10 adult bibs and three infant sensory taggie 
blankets! Thanks to our volunteer crew: Cortney Allard, Sue 
Kelley, Grace Korzun, Roxanne Ramah, and Julanne Shar-
row.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Time for Children 
Do you have a Child who would like social time on Sunday 
Morning? Please consider joining us at 10:30am-12noon 
Sundays at the Shrewsbury Center Community Church Up-
stairs at the Meeting House in the Children’s Room for the 
Sunday Funday Program. We have story time, crafts, activi-
ties and snacks. Contact Allison Stone 352-5189 or Anissa 
Park 259-2564 or Cortney Allard 683-7852 or Lynette Over 

775-0853. All are welcome to be part of this program. We 
also welcome parent participation. 

 
 
 
 
On March 29 we 
had fun eating 
more pancakes 
with the Shrews-
bury Singers. What 
a treat to hear them 
sing while we heat-
ed up the griddle!  
 
 
 
 

Community Needs 
• Wedding, Funeral or Memorial Service Requests: Con-

tact Rita Lane 775-2578, Sue Kelley 492-3738, 802-661-
8399 or Donna Smith 492-3367.  

• Community Helping Hand Requests: Contact Rita Lane 
775-2578 or Donna Smith 492-3367.  

• Pastoral Care, Home, Hospital Visitation, Outreach Re-
quests:  Contact Rita Lane 775-2578, Roxanne Ramah 
492-3675 or Ruth Kinne 775-5318.                        

                                                                                                                                                    
FREE COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF @ the Library in the 
front entry way. Those in need are welcome to help them-
selves any time the Library is OPEN!  Food is also available 
upstairs at the Shrewsbury Meeting House on Sunday from 
9am-12noon or by appointment.  
 

Church and Meeting House. 
Community Church Calendar All Services are at the Center    
                                                                                                                   
 
• April 28 @ 10:30am: Worship Service led by Wen-

dy Savery and Sunday Fun Day Program.  
 
• May 5 @ 10:30 am: Worship Service and Holy 

Communion led by Rev. Bob Boutwell. Sunday Fun 
Day Program.  

 
• May 12 @ 10:30am:Worship Service led by Donna 

Smith and Sunday Fun Day Program.  
 
• May 19 @ 10:30am:Worship Service led by Wendy 

Savery and Sunday Fun Day Program.  
                                                                                                                          
• May 22 @ 12:00 noon: Prayer Shawl Group @ the 

home of Roxanne Ramah 492-3675. Call Roxanne 
to let her know you can come. Bring a bag lunch, 
knit and enjoy the fellowship. All are welcome! 
Dessert and drinks provided. 

 
• May 26 @ 10:30am: Worship Service led by Wendy 

Savery. Sunday Funday Children’s Program.  
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Marjorie Pierce, College student  

For those with sweet memories of Marjorie, and especially 
for those who do not know about Marjorie, the following es-
say was found amongst her papers donated to the Historical 
Society. Her legacy, the Shrewsbury Cooperative at Pierce’s 
Store, celebrates the tenth of its opening in 2019. Marjorie 
wrote this autobiography as an assignment for her English I 
class, and received an A- with a note written beside it - "I 
enjoyed this very much!"  
 

AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
“I was born in West Bridgewater, Vermont on the first day of 
May, 1903. This was my mother’s home. My parents lived on 
a small farm in North Shrewsbury, and here the greater part 
of my life was spent. The days of my childhood, as I look 
back, were for the most part happy ones. Imagine a small, 
slim streak of curls, gingham, and brown, bare legs racing 
here and there, up the hill, across the pasture, or in the hay-
loft, and the picture will give you, as nearly as can be de-
scribed, a true idea of Marjorie Pierce at six or seven years. 
 
Our home was a roomy 
farm house with a large, 
green lawn. In one part of 
the house I lived with my 
parents and older sister 
Marion, while my Grand-
mother, Grandfather and 
Aunt lived in the other part. 
Dolls and mud pies were 
my chief delight. I won my 
precious "Molly" on a bet, 
by eating a fifth or sixth 
biscuit, together with a 
hearty supper. Her arms 
and legs were soon lost but 
still I loved her far more than 
the lovely wax doll with yel-
low curls and spangled dress which I kept carefully in a box 
and hardly ever played with. Molly was much more conven-
ient to dress, for I could easily push the pins straight into her 
sawdust body without fussing with buttons. Mud pies were 
special treats. Often Marion and I spent whole afternoons 
playing in the small frog pond near the house, making cakes, 
doughnuts and pies from the soft mud, and then letting them 
dry in the sun. However they didn’t taste very good, so we 
decided to "only pretend" to eat them. 
 
Can a chicken go to heaven? For many days I was puzzled 
by this question, and at last one of our little chickens was 
drowned by a hard rain during the night. My sister and I put it 
carefully in a box and hid the box around by the side of the 
barn. The next morning, when we opened the box, the 
chicken was gone! Nor did we ever succeed in finding it. 
 
I had heard that there were people who lived on the other 
side of the earth, and our hired man told me that if anyone 
dug far enough down through the ground, that he would 

come to China where the boys and girls are getting up when 
we are going to bed. I made a silent resolve and soon found 
an opportunity to carry out my plan. I began to dig under an 
apple tree. I used a small stick which couldn’t have been 
more than a foot long. Often I was called from my work, but 
the next day I would start at it again. Every minute I fully ex-
pected to see those little Chinese boys and girls – until my 
hopes fell in ruin. My father had found me. He asked what I 
was doing and when I replied that I was digging to China, he 
explained to me that I could never do it if I worked a hundred 
years. I never dug after that. Another time my sister and I 
found a bird which the cat had caught. We buried it in a box 
up in the orchard by a stone wall. We found a little stone to 
mark the spot and covered the ground with flowers. We 
thought that we should have some sort of a service so after 
making sure that no one was around, we said the Lord’s 
prayer very solemnly. I think that today I could pick out the 
exact spot where that bird was buried. 
 
School days were most interesting. Marion and I had to walk 

a half mile, so we always 
carried our dinners. The 
years passed quickly. I 
shall never forget my first 
real chum whose name is 
Marion Hurlburt. We were 
always together and in 
spite of a few quarrels, 
which the best of friends 
are bound to have, our 
friendship was never bro-
ken. In the eighth grade 
the world seemed at its 
best. How our travass 

sleds would skim down the 
steep hills of frozen snow, 
and what fun it was to make 
"angels" or shovel off the 

small pond when a light fall of snow had covered up the 
smooth ice. To be truthful, I must say that two boys in our 
grade were always ready at recess time to draw us up and 
down the road on our sleds, at full speed, or to accompany 
us to the pond near the schoolhouse where they might show 
off their abilities on the ice. I graduated when I was fourteen 
and that fall I entered Rutland High School. By this time I 
had acquired three brothers – Gordon, Glendon and Gilford, 
but I had not got over my love of vegetable soup. Not that 
the soup tasted any better than the ordinary kinds, but I al-
ways liked to find enough macaroni letters to spell my name. 
 
My Grandfather was always telling stories of the Civil War in 
which he fought and these have left a lasting impression up-
on me. High school brought me to a new phase of life, bigger 
and broader than I had found before. The first year I live with 
my Uncle. My cousin Gale also went to high school. That 
winter we went to dancing school together. I shall never for-
get the time when the boy with whom I was dancing slipped 
up and fell over on the floor, much to my embarrassment, 

Pierce siblings and cousins, ca. early 1900s. 
L-R: sister Marion, cousins Arthur and Percy,  

brother Gordon and Marjorie. 
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and to his also, I imagine! However, the others could not see 
that side of the story. At last Freshman days were over, and I 
could look forward with pride to the title of sophomore. How 
green I must have been that first year! Happily, Rutland is 
only eleven miles from Shrewsbury, so I was able to go 
home quite often. 
 
That year my parents moved from the farm and my father 
bought the general store which he still controls. We found 
our new home very pleasant. What fun it was to go over the 
house, only to discover something new every time, and more 
than all – to examine the store with its many articles of inter-
est, from old fashioned buttons, dusty with age, to candle 
snuffers or autograph albums left in the big attic. 
 
High school days, high school friendships, high school fun 
with its receptions, picnics, football and baseball games, 
pahikes – all played their part in making life happy and inter-
esting. Dorothy and Avis were my best friends. We were al-
ways together and as we went to the same church, we had 
still more interests in common. In the summer after my third 
year in high school, Dot, Avis and I worked at Dorothy’s 
Grandfather’s camp on Lake Champlain in South Hero. This 
was my first summer away from home and yet I enjoyed it a 
lot for I gained many new friends, besides the experience 
which was of great help to me. Then came the last year of 
high school, which was the best of all. There were a hundred 
and three in my class. Our commencement exercises were 
the first held in Rutland’s new Armory. I delivered the Vale-
dictory essay. Then came Class Night, Class Sermon, Re-
ception and Class Picnic. I think that everyone who has 
graduated knows what Commencement week means better 
than I can describe – its hustle, worry, fun, and sadness at 
parting with all those whom we have learned to like so well. 
 
The summer after graduation I worked again at Eagle Camp. 
Swimming, boating, dancing, etc. were heaps of fun; be-
sides, I was helping to earn money for college. I am sure that 
this summer was the most enjoyable one I ever spent. I had 
been hoping and hoping that I might go to college, and at 
last my dream is realized in part. Those who take college as 
a matter of course cannot appreciate it as those who have 
had to struggle to attain that desire. I am a happy "Frosh"!” 
 
From "Good Vermonters - The Pierces of North Shrews-
bury" by Karen D. Lorentz: Marjorie went to the University 

of Vermont in 1921, graduated 
and taught English and French 
for several years. During the 
summer of 1926 and 1927 she 
studied French at McGill Uni-
versity's Ecole d'Ete in Mon-
treal, and received a diploma 
of First Class at the Royal Vic-
toria College. In 1928 she took 
a year off and went to Europe 
for further study and trav-
el. She took summer courses 
at the University of Grenoble 
in the French Alps and then 
enrolled for a school year 
at the Sorbonne in Paris. 

 Submitted by Ruth Winkler Marjorie (age 18) 

	  
ANNUAL	  PLANT	  SALE 

Sundays	  May	  26	  and	  June	  2	  
from	  10	  am	  –	  2	  pm 

 

Vegetable	  seedlings 

Culinary	  &	  Medicinal	  Herbs 

Flowers 
 
Plants	  for	  home	  gardeners	  with	  discounts	  for	  bulk	  
buying.	  Hundreds	  of	  varieties,	  grown	  organically.	  
Hardy,	  healthy,	  stocky	  plants	  for	  your	  gardens. 
 

224	  Frank	  Lord	  Road,	  Shrewsbury 
Scott	  &	  Lindsay	  Courcelle 

alchemygardens@gmail.com	  
(802)	  492-‐2087	  

 

www.AlchemyGardensVT.com	  
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This past month SAGE and the Vermont Farmers Food Cen-
ter wrapped up Traditions Table, our four week pop-up din-
ner series as part of our ongoing Root Words humanities 
project. There was tremendous community support, and ex-
citement to gather around community and food traditions, 
and we want to thank everyone who joined us at the table. 
We served about 150 people dishes from Poland, Puerto 
Rico, Morocco, and Italy throughout the month!  We are ex-
cited to keep the Root Words momentum going for our “Sto-
ries from the Sugarbush” gathering on April 28th at the Rus-
sellville Schoolhouse. 
 
The ground is softening, the world awakening to spring, and 
it is time to prepare our gardens!  We have two events this 
month to help you get ready for the growing season. Gather 
with your neighbors on May 5 at the Russellville School-
house from 1 to 3pm, we’re hosting a seed swap. Bring your 
extra seeds and be prepared to leave with new variety for 
your garden or farm! 
 
SAGE is really excited to announce our monthly series of 
garden workshops at Rutland’s south east community gar-
dens on Allen St. Scott Courcelle of Alchemy Gardens will 
be addressing timely issues throughout the season and of-
fering nuggets of his personal experience along the way. 
Workshops are planned from May through September and 
will cover pests, practices, preservation, and more. Come 
join “Making your Bed,” our first workshop in the series, on 
May 22 at 5:30pm. We will be planting, so come prepared to 
get your hands dirty, and inspired to celebrate gardening 
with your neighbors!  
 

Schedule of Events: 
• April 28 @ 3-5pm: Stories from the Sugarbush at 

Russellville Schoolhouse 
• May 4, 7:30pm: Schoolhouse Jam at the Rus-

sellville Schoolhouse 
• May 5, 1 PM-3pm: Seed Swap at the Rus-

sellville Schoolhouse 
• May 22, 5:30-7pm: Making your Bed: Starting 

your Garden at 101 Allen St, Rutland  
 

For more information about SAGE: contact Stephen 
Abatiell at educate.sage@gmail.com, Joan Aleshire at 
492-3550 or visit www.sagevt.wordpress.com. Follow 
us on Facebook for up to date event details at Shrews-
bury SAGE. ~ Stephen Abatiell 

Arbor Day for Kids & Pollinators 
When J. Sterling Morton established Arbor Day in 1872 to 
plant trees in Nebraska little did he know that, today, it would 
survive as a symbolic “tree planting event” involving all 50 
states and 43 other countries around the world. One U.S. 
President even helped involve kids in this effort. In 1906 Ma-
jor Israel McCreight, founder of the Pennsylvania Conserva-
tion  Association, implored Teddy Roosevelt  to expand his 
interest in trees and forests beyond simply supporting busi-
nessmen in the lumber industry. He encouraged him to get 
involved in youth education about trees and on April 15, 
1907 the President issued an “Arbor  Day Proclamation to 
the School Children of the United States” about the  im-
portance of trees. Photos exist of at least one New York City 
school in 1908 celebrating Arbor Day by planting street 
trees. Present efforts at both conservation education and 
urban street tree planting by kids were rooted in these early 
20th Century efforts. Warp speed forward to the present and 
Vermont’s Arbor Day is celebrated, this year on May 3. Ac-
tivities for kids (yes they still plant trees and celebrate at 
least in Addison County) and adults (Arbor Day Conference 
in Montpelier focusing on tree management and honoring 
those who have contributed to Vermont’s urban tree land-
scape) re-affirm the value of trees in our communities.                                                                     
 
So what’s the 
buzz about 
pollinators?   In 
recent years it 
has been clear-
ly established 
that the rela-
tionship be-
tween plants 
and pollinators 
is at the very 

heart of suc-
cessful pollina-
tion. The 
Flower show circuits starting in February, a March talk by 
Henry Homeyer in Montpelier, and an April talk by Master 
Gardener Member Support Specialist Cindy Heath in 
Shrewsbury all reinforced this relationship and included plant 
lists of “Pollinator Habitat Enhancers”. These lists now  in-
clude TREES along with the perennials, annuals, herbs, 
grasses, and shrubs found in a Vermont garden. Common  
Shrewsbury trees listed are: willows, aspens, birches, red  
maples, black cherry, red oak, and basswood. If you want to 
individualize your garden with a less common tree for 
Shrewsbury (on the list) add: white oak, tulip tree, catalpa, or 
mountain ash, all of which are present in some Shrewsbury 
yards. A more unusual tree, high on recent lists of aiding 
pollinators and low on it’s ability to grow in Shrewsbury (zone 
5) is  Seven son flower tree, heptacodium miconoides. A 
native of China and the only member of this genus it flowers 
in September when bees really need the boost and the flow-
ers cover the entire crown masking out the leaves. It has a 
really beautiful bark and shape and remains lower to the 
ground than the trees mentioned above. Whatever tree you 
decide to add to your garden – a bee, moth, butterfly, fly, or 
bird will thank you. ENJOY ARBOR DAY. 

 ~Gary Salmon, Tree Warden 

Seven Sons flower tree from UVM  
Horticulture Farm in South Burlington. 

The Times of Shrewsbury is our 
community “newspaper” 

So…if you have a photo, an arti-
cle, or an idea….send it along! 

We’re always looking for photos, 
articles, and ideas! 
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Busy Beaver: “This fella is Biggie Beave--a natural native 
engineer! He is enjoying a birch stick!” ~Lavinia Seide 
 

 Salamanders… and One Snake! 
Salamanders are out and about, 
please be careful on the roads, es-
pecially on rainy warm nights in 
early spring. The balmy conditions 
on April 19 were perfect to view 
these migrants. A few locals found 
more than 30 yellow spotted sala-
manders, along with three other 

species on Shrewsbury roads, helping them to safely reach 
the other side. Unfortunately we did not get there soon 
enough for some--five had already been squished by pass-
ing cars. Also seen were a red-bellied snake (which was  

the size of a night crawler) mo-
mentarily tricking us, a two-lined 
salamander, a red eft (first of the 
season for this group), and an-
other salamander of an un-
known species. In an old beaver 
pond hundreds of yellow spotted 
salamanders were found primed 
for mating season, males writh-
ing in groups releasing there 
pheromones and nudging the 
females towards their spermat-
ophores to take on her role and 
in preparation for egg laying. 
Young will hatch out about two 
months after egg laying. Our 
apologies if we concerned any-
one as we stopped and briefly 
wandered the road with our 
headlamps; now you know what 
we were up to! 

 

For more info  or to join us in sharing our finds, go to: VT 
Reptile and Amphibian Atlas  www.vtherpatlas.org/. An ex-
cellent diagram of the yellow spotted salamander life cycle 
can be found at www.nhpr.org/post/something-wild-
salamander-plant-or-animal-yes#stream/0.  

This means spring is really here, yippee! 
~Photos by Emmett, Sirjane and Elisabeth Rondinone 

~Article by Martha Sirjane  
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Side 1              &            Side 2 
Somewhere there’s a very fat, happy Pileated Woodpecker! 

~Photo by the Roving Photographer 

Time to Take Down the Bird Feeders 
The Vermont Fish & Wildlife Dept recommends taking 
down bird feeders from April 1 through November 30 to 
avoid attracting black bears like this one that was cap-
tured by a Shrewsbury critter camera as he foraged in 
the compost bin! 

New Crop of Fox: There seem to be lots of foxes 
roaming Shrewsbury….and they’re not all afraid of 
people! ~Photo by Katherine Skipsey 

SIGNS OF SPRING 
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May is almost here and the end-of-year scheduling rush is 
on. While it seems the Winter Program and skiing and 
snowboarding at Okemo barely ended, Spring has really ar-
rived. The garden at school is waking up as are the trees 
surrounding the playground. Teachers and students are 
working and practicing for year-end projects and perfor-
mances and spring sports are in full swing. If you are inter-
ested in attending any of these great events go to millriv-
erschools.org and check out the individual school websites 
for their calendars or newsletters for particulars. 
 
I promised an update on the Building Projects that were 
funded by the recent bond votes. Most of the work is 
planned for this summer, but some smaller projects were 
started over the recent April break. Here is the update from 
our Operations Director, Gary Marcy. 
 

April Break work:   
• Network wiring for controls 90% done at MRU and CES.  
• Roofing on the MPR at the high school is about 75%. 

Weather - both wind and rain - delayed us. Will finish 
that roof up on Monday and Tuesday of next week. Final 
cleanup of the site now scheduled for Wednesday.  

• The pre-bid walk through on the drainage projects at 
SMS and CES were completed with bids due on May 2. 

• Miscellaneous electrical work at both MRU and WES. 
• Detailed cleaning, lawn work, etc. by regular staff. 
• This card reader/door access system at SMS is now op-

erational. 
 

Summer work: 
• The planning is underway for the Biomass boiler at Mill 

River. Including research and pricing on suppliers for 
fuel. 

• The conversion to propane at the elementary schools. 
• The drainage projects at CES and SMS (this will help 

with the ever present moisture issues in our K-1 room 
that has required constant dehumidifier use every sum-
mer). 

I’ll keep the updates coming as Andy and I get them. 
 

One important issue that Mr. Marcy notes at every meeting 
we need bus drivers!  Our staffing is razor thin as it is and 
the numbers are not improving. If you or anyone you know is 
interested in becoming a bus driver, we may be able to help 
with getting the certifications you need. 
More building work updates next month as well as infor-
mation on graduation ceremonies throughout the district and 
maybe something on the work our SMS teachers will be do-
ing over the summer to further our Sustainability focus. 

Submitted by Adrienne Raymond  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REINBOW RIDING CENTER 
Remember when you used to see those posters that said 
“Uncle Sam Needs You!” Well some of you may depending 
on when your birthday is. Uncle Sam, read that as the USA, 
wanted to sign up every Tom, Dick and Jane to serve in the 
military, but the days of the draft are gone. This year we will 
be busier than ever and WE NEED YOU! We’re looking for 
some dedicated individuals to Volunteer and help us out at 
Reinbow Riding Center in Shrewsbury this summer.  
  
What could be better than working 
with kids and horses. Don’t know 
anything about horses, but always 
wanted to, no problem, we’ll teach 
you the secrets and more. Like to 
work with kids, but not quite sure 
of horses, that’s ok too, we have 
jobs for everyone. Not sure if you 
can commit for the whole summer, 
come talk to us, we’re flexible. We 
will work with your schedule. 

Volunteer Open House and Orientation is Saturday, May 11 
at 10 a.m. at Beaver Meadow Farm, 2579 Eastham Road, 
Shrewsbury. After a short orientation with coffee and good-
ies, we jump right in with demonstrations and hands on train-
ing in side walking at 11-12pm. This is the first level of train-
ing. A short break at noon and then more hands on training 
from1-2pm. that will include horse leading. In order to learn 
horse leading you must learn side walking first. Come join us 
for the open house & orientation and see if you would like to 
be part of our therapeutic horsemanship program this sea-
son. You can help us bring joy to kids and adults and have 
fun doing it. 
 
You can check us out on the web at reinbowridingcenter.org; 
email us at programs@reinbowridingcenter.org; or call 802-
236-2483. Volunteer applications and handbooks can be 
found on our website. We’ll also have them available at the 
open house.  ~Submitted by Janet Upton 

MILL RIVER UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NEWS 

 

We’re in Need of Some Volunteers Like You!! 
 

Volunteer Open House & Orientation Day  
Saturday, May 11, at 10am 

 

 

 
STEM Activities 

Family Fun at the Shrewsbury Library  
Friday, April 26 6:00-7:30 

Join us for STEM (Science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics) activities including an Egg Drop, and 
building a candy corn catapult! Questions? Call Doris 

Perry 802-829-7879  
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SHREWSBURY MOUNTAIN SCHOOL  
It’s been a great April up at Shrewsbury Mountain School, 
with plenty of science experiments, math games and cozy, 
quiet reading happening daily. The students have been ea-
gerly awaiting spring and every class at SMS has been con-
ducting some action research in water drainage, working to 
measure both snow piles and run off and charting their ob-
servations on a large map in the hall of the school. This 
summer, we will have a major update to our drainage system 
and our teachers will be helping our students consult with 
our contractor on the competition of a new rain garden as a 
part of this project. Stay tuned for more updates!  

 
Registration for MRUUSD Pre-K Programs 

In other exciting news, Mill River Unified Union School Dis-
trict is happy to announce a district-wide expansion of our 
pre-kindergarten programming. MRUUSD believes that high-
quality early education is key to the success of our communi-
ties and students. In addition, we recognize the need for 
childcare opportunities for three- and four-year-olds in our 
region and very much hope our expanded programs will pro-
vide children and families with exciting and affordable choic-
es for early education and childcare in each town we serve. 
Although each school’s pre-kindergarten options will vary 
slightly, each program will offer after-program educational 
childcare to ensure that working families have the ability to 
have students cared for in our district schools from 8am to 
5:30pm each school calendar day. Registration for MRUUSD 
pre-k programs follows existing policies. Cost for after-
program childcare will be $10 per school day, per child. Sub-
sidies for this cost are available for those to qualify. At 
Shrewsbury Mountain School the pre-k instructional program 
will run from 8am to 1pm. After program childcare will be 
offered from 1:00 pm-5:30 pm Monday through Friday follow-
ing the school calendar. Please call the school at 492-3435 
or email Jodie Ruck at jruck@millriverschools.org with ques-
tions or for more information. If you plan to enroll your child 
or children in next school year’s program, please contact us 
by calling the school or via email so we can begin to plan 
programming. If you plan to enroll your child next year, 
please call or email the school as soon as possible. 

 
School Calendar of Events: 

• May 6 @ 3:15pm: Education for Sustainability Communi-
ty work group meeting at the school 

• May 17: Pre-k registration will begin  
• June 6 @ 9am: SMS student band concert in the multi-

purpose room. All are invited to attend.  
• June 17: The 6th grade graduation and end of the year 

all-school concert in the evening.  
Submitted by Jodie Stewart-Ruck, Princip 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

An Appeal to All The People of Shrewsbury 
Our community is fortunate to have a beautiful historic Meet-
ing House Building. It has afforded us a meeting place for 
Spiritual, Political and Social Occasions. A recent endow-
ment enabled many upgrades - Roof, Exterior Repairs and 
Painting, an Interior Face Lift in the Main Hall. Lighting up-
graded to LED and remodeling Bathrooms, one of which will 
be handicap accessible. Greg Miller and Pam Darrow are 
doing a wonderful job. Another benefactor gave us the des-
perately needed soundproofing in the main hall. The Meeting 
House Trustees have worked hard to keep a bare-bone 
budget. 
 
Then winter came...the two 15 year old furnaces died a week 
apart! The wind howled so fiercely that it blew off the roof on 
the top of the belfry. Insurance rates have increased...a pos-
sible ripple effect of the floods and fires elsewhere in the 
country. There are discussions under way to utilize the Meet-
ing House in case of emergency which would require a gen-
erator. There is gas for heat and cooking, running water and 
a phone/wi-fi. People in town would have a place to go to. 
 
Long story short......... Your building needs your help. 
 
We are looking for donations in order to remodel the second 
bathroom and finish the one with handicap access. We need 
about $3,000.  
 
Please make checks payable to:  
  Shrewsbury Community Meeting House 
  c/o   Mark Youngstrom 
  Lottery Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738 
 

Submitted by the Meeting House Trustees: Mark Young-
strom, Donna Smith, Annette Parish, John Lorentz, Jan 
O'Hara, Julanne Sharrow and Liesbeth van der Heijden 
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Conservation Commission Report 
The Shrewsbury Library hosted a lively group of people in-
terested in Gardening for Pollinators. Master Gardener Cindy 
Heath from the UVM Extension Service laid out important 
points to consider when creating gardens to host, feed and 
shelter the creatures that are so important to our agriculture 
and our whole landscape. 
 
Bees, butterflies, and even hummingbirds act as pollinators 
in the course of foraging for flower nectar. Along with many 
insects, their numbers are declining around the world, 
threatening our ability to feed ourselves into the future. 
Plantings of native flowers, trees, shrubs and vines can offer 
a safe haven from pesticides and loss of other habitat. 
 

  Variety is key to attracting and supporting these vital and 
willing workers.  
 
     1. Choose plants with a range of colors, bloom times and 
flower shapes/ structures. This will serve the greatest diver-
sity of pollinators over an extended season. 
   2. Plant in clumps of 6-10 plants of each type. This makes 
them easier to locate and get enough nectar from. 
   3. Include a water feature, such as a birdbath or pond, to 
add charm and an important resource for many of our wild 
friends. 
   4. Enjoy the beautiful and fascinating pollinators that visit 
and draw sustenance from your garden! 

~Pam Darrow, Shrewsbury Conservation Commission 

 

 
 

Look in the June  
issue of the 

Times of Shrewsbury 
for  
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Wallingford Town Hall Concert Series 
The Sky Blue Boys, a duo comprised of Willy and Dan Lid-
ner, will perform at Wallingford Town Hall at 75 School 
Street in Wallingford on Wednesday, May 1, at 7pm. The 
Sky Blue Boys have expanded the accompaniment to in-
clude a variety of acoustic instruments and added many 
newer songs including several of their own compositions. 
Willy and Dan have played together for decades and per-
form all over the Northeast. Suggested donations of $10 to 
$15 per person at the door. A nonprofit group will host a 
bake sale. For more information, call the Town Administrator 
at (802) 446-2872. Thank you for your continued support of 
local live music. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
 

34th Annual Tinmouth Plant Sale 
The 34th annual Tinmouth Plant Sale will take 
place on Saturday, May 11, from 8-10am. 
Viewing will be from 7:30-7:55am. No sales 
before 8am. Come early for the best selec-
tion. There is always a big rush when we say 
"go" right at 8. Our stock is an unusual variety 
of locally grown perennials and shrubs from 

Tinmouth gardens. We have plenty of old favorites too. Local 
master gardeners will be on hand to answer your gardening 
questions. This sale supports the Tinmouth Scholarship 
Fund for continuing education of Tinmouth students. There 
will also be a bake sale and other fun ways to support the 
elementary school. So plan on coming to this event and kick 
off the growing season! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Annual Wallingford Bike Safety Day 
On Saturday, May 11, from 10am-12:30pm, 
The Wallingford Community Bike Safety Day, 
will host it's 21st Annual event, at the Walling-
ford Elementary School. The event has some-

thing for all ages; from free helmet fitting to an obstacle 
course, and from bike safety inspections to 911 rescue vehi-
cle / law enforcement interactions, etc. There  are terrific 
prize give-a-ways, face painting, refreshments and much 
more; because of the generous support of sponsors & volun-
teers.  
 

The "Bike Safety Day" was started in the late 1990's by Wall-
ingford's Brad Kelley. Over the years he enlisted the aid of 
Rotary, many local businesses, and volunteers to fund, facili-
tate and diversify this project. For more information, to make 
a donation, or to get involved as a volunteer, contact Rotari-
an Co-Chair, Adrian Eisler (802.446.7011)  and / or GE Co-
Chair Rodney Ward at (802.446.3672). 

Natl Society for Preservation of Covered Bridges Mtg 
The April meeting of the National Society for the Preserva-

tion of Covered Bridges will 
be held at the Norman Wil-
liams Public Library in Wood-
stock, Vermont, at 1:00 PM 
on Saturday, May 4, 2019. 
The meeting will feature a 
presentation by Vermont’s 

State Architectural Historian Devin Colman. Mr. Colman will 
speak about his research on covered bridge builder Nichols 
Montgomery Powers (1817-1897) from Rutland County, 
Vermont. The presentation offers insight into Powers’ per-
sonal life with discussion of items found in his home. His 
covered bridge craftsmanship can still be seen in the Brown 
Bridge in Shrewsbury, Vermont which has been designated 
as a National Historic Landmark. The event is free and open 
to the public. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Blood Pressure/Foot Care Clinics 
• Wed, 05/01, Wallingford, Wallingford House, 10:30am 
• Thurs, 05/02, Rutland, Parker House, 10am 
• Wed, 05/08, Rutland, Templewood Court, 10am 
• Wed, 05/15, Rutland, Sheldon Towers, 9am 
• Wed, 05/15, Rutland, Linden Terrace, 11am 
• Thurs, 05/16, Rutland, Maple Village, 10am 
• Wed, 05/29, Rutland, Godnick Adult Center, 12:30pm 
• Thurs, 05/30, Clarendon, North Clarendon Community 

Center, 12:30pm 
The cost of the foot clinic is $10. Please contact 
802.770.1536 to find a clinic near you. No appointment nec-
essary. 
  
Cholesterol Screening:  Wed, 05/01, Rutland, Rutland of-
fice of VNAHSR, 8:30am. The cost is $30. Call 
802.770.1536 for more information. 
  
Bereavement Support Meetings: Every Tuesday at 6pm at 
Grace Congregational Church in Rutland. The Reverend 
Andrew Carlson, office chaplain for the Rutland VNAHSR 
office, will facilitate. Call 802.770.1613 for more information. 
Bereavement support meetings are free and open to the 
public. 
  
Ostomy Support Meeting: The Vermont Ostomy support 
meeting will be held Saturday, May 11th from 10:30am - 
noon at the VNA & Hospice of the Southwest Region, 7 Al-
bert Cree Drive, Rutland. For more information contact Kate 
Lawrence, MSN, RN, CWOCN, ET/WOC NURSE at 
802.770.1682 or email kate.lawrence@vnahsr.org. 

Hotblast Wood Burner for Sale 
Brand new 

Call Jon If interested 
492-2726 
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April 27, Saturday, 10:30am 
Merck Forest and Farmland Center, Rupert. Call Larry Wal-
ter and Vivian Bebee 775-3855. We have not decided which 
trails yet, but most likely a view will be available.  We have 
also reserved the Barn Cabins for those of us who want to 
stay one or two nights.  There are wood stoves in the Cab-
ins  and wood is provided.  The Cabins are only a half mile 
from the Visitor Center, so we can unload our gear and enjoy 
our hike with a lighter load.  If you would like to stay over-
night, please call us to reserve a spot. There is no charge as 
this was a gift to Larry. 
 
May 4, Saturday, 10am (rain date, Sunday) 
Boiling Spring, Chittenden; Call Barb and Barry Griffith 492-
3573. Follow old wood roads through the New Boston area 
to find this unusual site where water bubbles up from the 
ground. Moderate, Seven miles. 
  
May 11, Saturday, 9am (rain date, Sunday) 
Long Trail Spring Cleaning ; Call Larry Walter 775-3855, 
Wayne Krevetski 282-2237 
All are welcome to help prepare the trail for the summer hik-
ing season. Bring your gloves, water and lunch. Tools will be 
provided. Have fun while doing a good deed. 
 
May 19, Sunday, Meet 10:15am @ Rutland, or 11am @  
East Poultney Green; Call Diane Bargiel 413-687-1109 
Haystack Mountain, Pawlet. Spectacular views of the 
Mettawee River Valley and the Taconic Range from the 
summit.  Moderate three miles with some steep pitches. 
1,000 feet of elevation gain. Sorry, no dogs are allowed at 
Nature Conservancy preserves. 
 
May 31 – June 2, Friday through Sunday 
Green Mountain Club Annual Meeting – Held this year at 
Windridge Tennis and Sports Camps in Roxbury. See your 
Long Trail News for details or visit 
www.greenmountainclub.org. 
 

 
 

CUSTOM CABINETRY 

PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICE 

 
FRANK GUNDAL 

KITCHEN DESIGNER 

Cell: 339-987-7076  

advantage@rcn.com 

 
 

 

 
TIMES OF SHREWSBURY  

Is online at the town website at 
www.shrewsburyvt.org 
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Pierce’s Garage Grand Opening Event 

Friday, May 24, from 5 to 7pm 
Stop at Pierce’s to enjoy a beverage and listen to selections 

from a recording made by the Vermont 
Folk Life Center of Marjorie and Glen-
don Pierce’s reminiscing about the 
store and the community. This will be 
the official kick-off of our 10th Anniver-
sary celebrations. Because of capacity 
limitations in the building, we will re-
peat the event at least once or twice 
more through the summer.  

 

The other date to save is Sunday August 25, the actual an-
niversary of our opening. Details will follow later, but we will 
have a cookout with games and good food for kids of all ag-
es.  
 
First Quarter 2019 Sales Report 
About mid-way through last year we promoted the idea “Be 
Part of the 10% Solution” (increase your patronage by 10%) 
to help our sales improve. We ended 2018 on a better note 
than we began largely because you paid attention to the 
idea. And the first quarter of this year has continued strong. 
In fact, we are just about 10% over our budget for the quar-
ter. And comparing to last year, when we were behind what 
we budgeted, we are ahead by about 15%!  
 
If we’re able to continue at this pace for the rest of the year, 
we’ll have the strongest year of our history. What a wonder-
ful 10th anniversary present that would be! Thank you all for 
your patronage, your suggestions of changes and additions 
to our inventory, and your contributions large and small to 
our business. Pierce’s is your community store and our suc-
cess depends on you.  
 

 

 
New and Expanded Inventory Items 
Have you seen the 
~ Salt Water Taffy  
~ Expanded assortments of gummy candies 
~ Wide variety of vegetables and fruits (most recently, 
plums) 
~ In-store shrink-wrapped cheeses 
~ Strafford Creamery and Kingdom Creamery Ice Creams 
~ Motor Oil and Brake Fluid 
Take another look the next time you’re in the store. We’re 
featuring some of the new items on the shelf right behind the 
counter where you check out.  
 
Until Rob is back on a regular basis, we’ll be supplying spe-
cial meals and treats from a number of different sources. 
Expect to see baked goods, salads, prepared meals and 
new items such as strombolis and calzones. Keep an eye on 
our daily messages for specifics.  

 
Organic Rosé  
Summer is coming and we found a refreshing or-
ganic rosé made from Malbec and Cabernet 
grapes on sale for $9.99 (30% off regular price) at 
a recent wine distributor tasting. Domaine 
Bousquet Winery, Premium Rosé Tupungato hails 
from the northernmost section of the Mendoza 
region in Argentina. The Malbec gives the wine a 
light and pleasant sweetness but the Cab ensures 
it is no soft, flabby pushover. ~Sandy Bragg 

Friday Night Dinners 
 
 

Friday Take-out Dinners are available by reserva-
tion. Limited quantities are available. Please call 

ahead to 492-3326. 
 
May 17 -- Heather Shay will make Marinated 
Grilled Pork Tenderloin, Salsa, Black Beans 
& Rice, and Mexican Corn.  
 
 

Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s 

best to call ahead and reserve your order! 
 

492-3326 
 

If you would like to be a guest chef, please contact 
either Heather at 492-2284 or Sally at 492-3326.] 

 

Our dear friend and baker Rob is still recuperating from 
the illness he’s been battling, but hopes that he’ll be able 
to be back by early May. He warns, though, that he’ll have 
to phase back in as he regains strength. Don’t expect a full 
menu of cookies, scones, salads, pizzas and burritos right 
off the bat! As always, we will announce what the daily 
menu is on our Facebook page and through our mail list.  



Times of Shrewsbury ~ May 2019 24 

 
Craig & Peggy Angstadt 
Gary & Minnie Arthur 
Nate & Angela Bailey 
Steve Banik & Virginia Gundersen 
Randell & Dianne Barclay 
Michael & Elizabeth Bedesem 
John & Mary Beerworth 
Nancy Bell 
John & Linda Berryhill 
Rich Bettelli & Fran Patten 
Ludy Biddle 
Rich Biziak 
Dave & Debbie Blecich 
Sheree Bloch  
Sandy & Kristi Bragg  
Jim Bulno 
Herb & Karen Carrara 
Michael & Laura Cashel 
Christina Clarke 
Marilyn Dalick 
Scott & Bev Darling 
Ray Diprinzio & Lisa Garson 
Ernst & Rosemarie Dobler 
Nils & Pamela Ericksen 
Charles Finberg 
Liz Flint 
Dave & Jo Fretz 

Jonathan Gibson & Eliza Mabry 
Richard Gile & Sue Brown 
Mark & Carol Goodwin 
Pam & Peter Grace 
Barry & Barb Griffith 
John & Betty Heitzke 
George & Betsy Hinckley 
Theresa Hoffman 
Carmine Iannace & Rita Gylys 
Martha Herbert Izzi 
Jack & Betsy Jesser 
Sandra & Al King 
Robert & Judith Landon 
Clare & Ed Mangine 
Gerry & Chryl Martin 
Stephen & Patricia Martyn 
Hull & Taffy Maynard 
Lynn McDermottt 
Michael & Jennifer McDermott 
Dave & Meg Mellor 
John & Barbara Kay O'Dowd 
Jack & Sharon Perry  
Roxanne Ramah 
Ed & Adrienne Raymond 
Russell & Donna Reay 
Reinbow Riding Center 
Helen & Andy Richards-Peelle 

The Ridlon Family 
Dick & Lillian Rohe 
Ed & Judy Ryan 
Gary & Margery Salmon 
Brian & Patricia Sedaille 
Shrewsbury 
      Historical Society 
 Library 
 Mill River Unified Union  
  School District 
 Volunteer Fire Department 
Podge & Martha Sirjane 
John C. Stewart II 
Wendy Stewart 
Dirk & Judith Thomas 
Cynthia Thornton 
Morris & Martha Tucker 
Liesbeth van der Heijden 
Lana Vanaucchi 
Michael & Phyllis Wells 
Nancy & Jim West 
Lee Wilson 
The Winkler Family 
Francis Wyatt 
Mark & Connie Youngstrom 


