
With Veteran’s Day approaching, it is interesting to reflect 
upon a little-known activity that happened right in our 
hometown of Shrewsbury during the time of the post-World 
War II era, the Korean War, and the Cold War from 1945 
until about 1970.  
 
As a young boy in the 1950s and 60s, I grew up in the town 
of Cavendish. From time to time, I distinctly remember large 
convoys of military vehicles rolling through town as I sat with 
my brothers on the front steps of our house waving to the 
troops riding in the backs of many of the trucks. We had no 
idea where the convoys were going nor who those soldiers 
were as they passed by wearing their steel helmets, olive 
drab fatigue uniforms and holding their M1 rifles. We would 
wave and many of them would wave back. As a boy, I al-
ways said, “Boy! I wish I could be with those guys!”  Little did 
I know that a few years later I would actually be “one of 
those guys.” However, my convoys in the 70s, 80s and 90s 
didn’t go to where those I watched as a boy were probably 
headed...that being to a rifle range in Shrewsbury, Vermont 
for their qualifying rifle fire. I served in the Army Reserve 
from 1969 until 1991. Part of that time was with Major C.J. 

Stewart (late owner of Stewart’s Ford dealership) who told 
me of the range in Shrewsbury. Even later...a few years ago, 
Hull Maynard also told me about participating in the range 
firing exercises in Shrewsbury when he was in the National 
Guard. I wish I’d discussed it more with him. Many of the 
lads who rode by in those trucks during my childhood have 
now passed on, but the remnants of the range, namely the 
firing berms, the mounds or hillocks from where the soldiers 
would fire, and the large concrete target pit still remain, alt-
hough they have been overgrown for 50 to 60 years and are 
hidden in the forest.  
 
Recently Barb & Barry Griffith, Chryl & Gerry Martin, and I 
went on an excursion to see and photograph the remains of 
the odd and mysterious structures in the middle of the 
woods. As our scouting party explored, one of the first indi-
cations of something “different” was a flat hillock or what was 
called a “firing berm.” On these little hills, the soldiers would 
line up side by side with their rifles, and very strict firing or-
ders would be given by the range officer, such as: “Ready on 
the right?”--“The right is ready!”--“Ready on the left?”--
“Ready!”--Then “Ready on the firing line!”  Once the range 

officers had indicated that 
the line was ready, the order 

SHREWSBURY NATIONAL GUARD FIRING RANGE 

Looking down from the top of the concrete target pit. Barry sitting where soldiers 
managed the targets 

Bob with what’s left of a 7’ wide 
 target frame   

Continued on next page 
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would be given to “fire!” The soldiers would fire from prone, 
standing, sitting, or kneeling positions at the targets which 
were located above the “pit.” The pit was a huge concrete 
structure dug into the ground with a seating arrangement 
behind it for soldiers who would “pull” targets. The targets 
were attached to large metal and wood frames which could 
be pulled up and down via a system of pulleys. The pit crews 

would attach targets, 
raise them, mark the 
hits, patch the holes, 
and score the targets 
as to how many hits 
were made. During the 
course of firing, the 
soldiers in the pits 
would be sitting on 
stools situated on a 
catwalk below the con-
crete barrier and could 
not leave as the range 
was “hot.” The rifle fire 
would go over their 

heads and hit the hill 
behind the targets. This 
activity would be re-

peated over and over to allow the soldiers to become profi-
cient with their 30 caliber M1 Garand rifles or carbines of the 
era. Looking very closely at that pit wall, we were able to see 
some traces of writing such as a PFC’s name and military 
unit and another group of writings which told the firing relay 
scores of many years ago. 

 
Back at the firing lines, 
the men would be 
marched from berm to 
berm. I believe that the 
berms in Shrewsbury 
were located at 100, 
200, and 300-yard 
ranges to allow men to 
shoot at various dis-
tances. Communica-
tion between the 
berms and the firing pit 
was done via field tel-
ephones. At the end of 

each berm today, if you 
look very closely, you 

will find a small square concrete structure. Inside the struc-
ture is a phone connection designed for the field telephones 
of that time, and the wiring still remains to this day as a re-
minder of that long-ago era.  
 
Most certainly, the officers would have the men “police” the 
area which meant picking up their spent shell casings. The 
empty brass casings would be turned in to the supply per-
sonnel for recycling back to the Army supply depot, probably 
at Fort Devens, MA. All military equipment 
was always strictly accounted for, even fired 
shell casings. 
 

Still standing today 
is the latrine, which 
is the military term for 
the privy or bath-
room. Basically, it 
was their “outhouse.” 
Anyone who is very 
modest or concerned 
about the privacy of 
bathroom matters 
would not have had 
an easy time in the 
National Guard of 
that era. There was a 
trough made of metal 
where men could 
urinate, along with a 
platform hosting eight 
very uncomfortable 
and not private seats 
side by side for the 
other business. The 
saying is that “every-
one has to go!” But, in those days, one would have plenty of 
company while they did go. This was very common for the 
military of that time, even on the various Army posts around 
the country. This included the large barracks of the World 
War II era in which I trained at various locales; except in my 
era, at least in the barracks, the toilets flushed!  
 
Today, the old range remains as a haunted relic of a bygone 
era in U.S. and Shrewsbury history. Ranges of this type 
were situated across the United States in various locales, 
and today there is a committee sponsored by the Army to 
investigate these sites for possible contamination of the soil. 
Surveys have recently been done by the Army at the 
Shrewsbury site, and the results of those surveys will deter-
mine what might happen. In the opinion of this writer, the site 
should just be left alone. The area is total wilderness, there 
is no camping or hiking that takes place in that area, and 
there appears to be no water source such a stream or any-
thing close by. Contamination from 60 or more years ago 
would seem to be negligible. It would appear that should the 
government come into that area, much more damage to the 
environment would ensue, from the building of a road, the 
cutting of trees, and using large equipment and dump trucks 
that would be required to remove soil or a whole hillside. 
Regrowth of the area after such infringement would take 
decades. Just leaving it alone as a memory of a long-gone 
era would seem, at this point, to be in the best interest of 
everyone.  
 
It is our hope that this location remains as it is, slowly being 
reclaimed by nature much like the Titanic on the ocean floor. 
We hope that visitors to the site will simply look at it carefully 
and not vandalize it. The Shrewsbury National Guard firing 
range is an historical site to be seen and appreciated for 
those young men who used our hometown to train and stand 
to protect our wonderful country.  

~Article by Bob Snarski 
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Oct 25 4pm *Science Book Club meets meets via Zoom. 
Oct 29 8pm “New England Legends” program on WGBY-TV featuring the Laurel Hall in Cuttingsville 
   
Nov 1 2am *Daylight savings time ends at 2am 
Nov 2 3pm *General Election ballots can be dropped off at the Town Office up until 3pm 
Nov 3 10am-7pm *Polls open (inside) at the Shrewsbury Meeting House, 88 Lottery Road 
Nov 3 7pm *To be counted, general election ballots must be in the hands of Town Clerk by 7pm  
Nov 4 7pm *Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP) presented at the selectboard meeting in the Town Office 
Nov 15 4pm *Famous Books Discussion Group meets via Zoom 
Nov 22 4pm *Science Book Club meets meets via Zoom 
   
   
   
   
 
*see  elsewhere in newsletter for details 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REGULAR MEETINGS and EVENTS 
Board of Selectman Meeting 1st & 3rd Wednesdays – 7pm at Town Office 
Bone Builders Tuesdays & Thursdays – 9am at Meeting House 
Development Review Board 4th Wed -7pm at Town Office; check town website for agenda 
Library Trustees Meeting 2nd Tuesday – 7pm at Shrewsbury Library 
Mill River Unified Union School Board Meeting 1st Wed 7pm @ MRHS & 3rd Wed. 7pm location TBA 
Planning Commission 1st & 3rd Mondays – 7:30pm at Town Office 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) Sundays – 10:00am at the Shrewsbury Library, Upstairs 
Shrewsbury Community Church Worship Virtual worship only for now; for info roxramah@gmail.com  
Shrewsbury Historical Society Postponed until further notice 
Shrewsbury Historical Society Museum Closed until further notice 
Shrewsbury Singers Zoom scheduling by Licia Gambino until further notice 
Shrewsbury Sno-Birds 2nd Tuesday – 7pm at Southside Restaurant, Rutland 
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department Thursdays – 7pm at the Cuttingsville Station 
Shrewsbury Conservation Commission 2nd Tuesday at 450 Frank Lord Road @ 5:15pm (May -Dec) 

 

Shrewsbury Town Website: www.shrewsburyvt.org 
Clerk’s Office         492-3511 Mon – Thurs 9am – 3pm; Closed Friday 
Town Garage         492-3656 (Follow prompts to report roadway blockage on non-work days) 
Listers                    492-2009 
Treasurer’s Office 492-3558 or 492-3487  Monday  9am-11am 
Transfer Station    (Until further notice) Sunday: 8am-4pm / Wed: 1pm–6pm 
Library                    492-3410  COVID-19 Hours:  Monday 10am-12noon; Wednesday 7-9pm; Saturday 10-am12noon 
Meeting House      492-6050  Reservations: 492-3361  or julanne@vermontel.net 
News Flash Email List     vtbenbeano@gmail.com  or  benbeano@vermontel.ne  [Urgent and reminder news information] 
 

Cuttingsville Post Office 492-3585  Window Hours  Mon–Fri 7:30am–10:30am &11:30am–2;30pm;  Sat 8am–11am.  
                                                             Lobby Hours Mon– Fri 7:30am–5:00pm and Sat 7:30am–11am 
 

Animal Control Officer: Aaron Korzun 492-3362    1st Constable: TBA         Game Warden: Tim Carey 793-2776 
Emergency Management Aaron Korzun 492-3362 Green Mountain Power outage 1-800-451-2877 
Medical-Police-Fire Emergency Dial 911 Ambulance 773-1700                Rutland Hospital   775-7111 

SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

Deadline for submission to Times of 
Shrewsbury is by 5:00pm  
on the 20th of each month. 

TIMES OF SHREWSBURY  
Is online at the town website at 
www.shrewsburyvt.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Times of Shrewsbury 
The Times of Shrewsbury is published monthly from February 
through December, and compiled by volunteers from material 
submitted by residents with the goal of informing townspeople 
of what is happening in Shrewsbury. The views and opinions 
expressed in articles are solely those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the editors. 
 
All submissions must be accompanied by the name of the 
submitting person and are printed at the editors’ discretion 
subject to editing for length and clarity. Letters to the Editor 
exceeding 350 words will be subject to editing for length. Any 
information piece or informational political letters (without 
specific party or vote appeal) will be subject to the guidelines 
previously described. A writer of a letter that names a Shrews-
bury resident or organization in a critical manner must get 
copies to the resident or organization, and to the Times by the 
10th of the month prior to publication or it will not run. If the 
named person or organization indicates in writing to the writer 
and to the Times that they choose not to respond, the letter will 
run. If the named entity responds, the response and initial let-
ter will run in the same issue. 

There is no charge for: jokes, poems, nature reports, family 
event announcements, or feature articles or letters that are not 
commercial. 
 
Articles and Advertisements: Deadline for submission is 5pm 
on the 20th of the month prior to publication; exceptions will 
be announced in the prior month’s Times. 
 
Best Formats: Articles: Word or as an email message with no 
formatting. Photos: jpeg. Ads: jpeg (preferred) or Word doc-
ument. 
 
Monthly Advertising Fees:  
 Full Page          $80    
 1/2 Page            $45 
 1/4 page            $10   
  Business Card  $5      
                Classified ad (15 words) $2.50 
 Additional Fee to create an ad $5 
Payment due by the 20th of the month prior to publication. 

Chryl Martin  ∼ Rich Biziak  
Times of Shrewsbury, P.O. Box 373, Cuttingsville, VT 05738 

Email: shrewsburytimes@gmail.com     Online: www.shrewsburyvt.org 

Vermont State Senators: 
Brian Collamore:  bcollamore@leg.state.vt.us 

Cheryl Hooker”:  chooker@leg.state.vt.us 
James McNeil:  jmcneil@leg.state.vt.us 

 

Vermont State House of Representative: 
Logan Nicoll:  lnicoll@leg.state.vt.us 

 

The Vermont General Assembly is in session January 
thru June. To view committee member-ships, bills that 
have been introduced, track each bill’s progress, and 
review committee agendas go to www.leg.state.vt.us. 
During the week you can contact your legisla-
tor by leaving a message at the State House by call-
ing 1-800-322-5616 or 828-2228 (the Sergeant-At-Arms' 
Office). 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
United States Senators: 
Senator Patrick Leahy 

www.leahy.senate.gov/contact 
Vermont Office: (802) 229-0569 

Washington office: (202) 224-4242 
 

Senator Bernie Sanders 
www.sanders.senate.gov/contact 
Vermont Office:  (800) 339-9834 

Washington D. C. Office:  
(202) 224-5141;  Fax (202) 228-0776 

 
United States House of Representative: 

Representative Peter Welch 
https://welch.house.gov/contact 

Vermont Office:  (802) 652-2450  or (888) 605-7270 
Washington, D.C. Office:  (202) 225-4115 
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NOVEMBER GENERAL ELECTION 

Three options to vote in the General Election are listed below. It would be my hope that most Shrews-
bury voters will use the Early / Absentee mailing option for voting. This drastically lessens the amount 
of exposure of volunteer poll workers in a time of a serious communicable disease. The Town Clerk, 
Board of Civil Authority members and other volunteers are working diligently to assure that every 
Shrewsbury registered voter can cast their vote, and at the same time keeping the community and 
themselves safe. ~ Mark Goodwin, Shrewsbury Town Clerk 
 

Verify your mailing address: 
All Shrewsbury registered voters are encouraged to log onto My Voter Page at https://mvp.vermont.gov to verify your mail-
ing address for the November General Election. If you are having any difficulties please contact the Town Clerk to help fa-

cilitate any corrections to your Voter Registration information.shrewsburyclerk@vermontel.net or 492-3511 
 
 

 
 

Ballots are to be mailed to all active voters at their mailing address of record as of August 31 by the Secretary of State’s 
Office of Elections. (If there is an address change or new registration after August 31, you will need to contact the Town 
Clerk to get an Early/Absentee Ballot.) 

! Only active registered voters as of August 31 will receive ballots.  
! Ballots were scheduled to be mailed beginning about September 21. 
! If you registered after August 31, you will need to request an Absentee / Early Ballot mailed from the Town Clerk. 
! If you do not receive a ballot by mail by October 2, contact the Town Clerk at shrewsburyclerk@vermontel.net or call 

492-3511. 
 

Options to Return Ballots: 
! Ballots received in the mail can be returned to the Shrewsbury Town Clerk by mail or put in the drop box/mail slot next 

to the Town Office entrance.  
! Ballots can be dropped off at the Town Office up until 3pm on November 2. 
! Note: Completed ballot envelopes left in the Town Office mail slot on November 3 will NOT be counted! 
! Ballots can be brought to the polls on November 3 by 7pm. 
! Once the completed ballot has been received at the Town Office, it cannot be retrieved. 
! BALLOTS  MUST BE IN THE HANDS OF THE TOWN CLERK BY 7PM, NOVEMBER 3 IN ORDER TO BE 

COUNTED. 
 

 
 

! If you do not receive a ballot by mail, you can vote in person at the Town Office up until 3pm on November 2. 
! If there are other people in the office you will need to wait outside to maintain distancing.  
! If you have lost or misplaced your mailed ballot and want a replacement ballot, you will need to sign an affidavit that 

you lost or misplaced your mailed ballot before receiving a replacement ballot. 
! If your completed ballot has been dropped off at the Town Office, it is as if you dropped it in the ballot box, and it cannot 

be retrieved. 
 

 

 
 

Polls will be open (inside):  November 3 from 10am to 7pm at the Shrewsbury Meeting House, 88 Lottery Road 
! If you did not receive a ballot by mail or if you choose to vote in person rather than return the mailed ballot, please be 

aware of the following: 
! COVID-19 health guidelines will be strictly utilized at the polls.  
! Please allow extra time for the voting process.  
! Only three voting booths available at any given time 
! Voters waiting in line are required to maintain distance.  
! Voters will have to wait outside if lines form. 
! Only voters who are in line at 7pm will be allowed to vote. 

 

 
Ballots must be in the hands of the Town Clerk  

by 7pm on Tuesday, November 3, in order to be counted 

TO VOTE IN PERSON 

TO VOTE IN PERSON AT THE TOWN OFFICE 

TO VOTE BY MAIL (Early / Absentee Option)  

MISCELLANEOUS 

!"#$%&&'(#$)&$*"#$+#,-).*$/#(,#*0,1$)&$/*0*#$
 
 
 
 
 
 

23)4*$230*#-#.*$
 

!"#$%&'(()&
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*+,-#./&0.#1-2$34&
5+6#+3.#7&-8&53.3+&
'9&:+##.6+&53#++3&

0-;3"+%$+#<&=+#>-;3&(?9('&
55567#(67*0*#68*647

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Times of Shrewsbury ~  November 2020 6 

October 7, 2020: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting 
 
Present at meeting:  Selectboard members: Francis Wyatt, 
Aaron Korzun, Steven Nicholson. Rich Biziak, Auditor. Sha-
ron Winnicki, Lister. 
Members of the Public: Rocky Lucian, Sue Ransom-Kelley 
The meeting was convened at 7:00 PM 
 
Agenda: A. Korzun made a motion to accept the agenda 
with additions to new business. Seconded by S. Nicholson. 
Approved. 
 
Auditor’s Report:  Using an extra check procedure in the 
schedule for the Town Report to catch any problems after 
formatting.  
Reminding Selectboard that some people wanted to move 
informational meeting to Saturday.  
The auditors will provide a schedule with dates to the Treas-
urer. 
 
Lister’s Report:  Errors and omissions report. A. Korzun 
made a motion to accept the Errors and Omissions Report. 
S. Nicholson seconded. Approved. 
 
Accidents and Speeding Issues:   Aaron talked with Bob 
Snarski. RRPC still working on it.  
Spring Lake Rd study will be integrated with the Rt 103 
study. 
Traffic ordinance specifies speed limits on Cold River Rd, 
Northam Rd, and Lincoln Hill Rd.  
Adding “Reduced Speed” signs on either side of Shrewsbury 
Center. 
 
Town Buildings’ Maintenance: Installation of the new pro-
pane tank for the generator was delayed due to unavailabil-
ity of a tank, and now will be installed on 10/9/20. 
Two air purifiers capable of filtering out COVID-19 have 
been purchased for the Town Office and will be here in 
about 2 weeks. 
Terry Martin is coming after the propane tank is moved to 
examine the sills and rotting areas. 
 
New Business: 
Petition to Reclassify Gainer Rd. from Class 4 to Trail:  Por-
tion between Lucian’s driveway and Rte 103. A. Korzun 
made the motion, pursuant to 19 VSA paragraph 708a of the 
Vermont statutes, the  Selectboard proposes to reclassify 
the Gaynor Road from the Lucian property to VT Rte 103, 
from a Class 4 Town Road to a Town Trail. S. Nicholson 
seconded. Approved. 
 
Letter of Intent to Participate in the Municipal Grants-In-Aid 
Program. The Selectboard signed, which it needs to do on 
an annual basis. 
 
Town Administrator position:  Continued discussion re-
garding the creation of a Town Administrator position. 

 
Review Minutes: A. Korzun made a motion to accept the 
9/16/2020 Selectboard meeting minutes. Seconded by F. 
Wyatt. Approved. 
 
Review Orders: S. Nicholson made a motion to approve 
Selectboard Orders #10 for $30,588.87 (Town Garage Bond 
payment of $22,263) and Road Orders #10 for $97,986.17 
(Balance of New Plow Truck $73,800). Seconded by A. Kor-
zun. Approved. 
The corrected Selectboard Orders #9a should have been 
$5,728.88. 
 
Adjourned at 9:32 PM 
Respectfully submitted, Francis Wyatt 
These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Select-
board at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 
Editor’s Note: The minutes have been edited for brevity but 
not content. For complete minutes, go to the Town website 
www.shrewsburyvt.org 

SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES 
The Selectboard meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday at 7pm at the Town Office. 

 

FROM THE TOWN CLERK 
Because there is no Times of Shrewsbury published in 
January, I want to start reminding Shrewsbury residents 
that if you are considering standing for elected office in 
Shrewsbury, a signed Consent of Candidate form must 
be received by the Town Clerk no later than 5:00pm 
January 25, 2021. in order to have your name placed on 
the ballot. Because of COVID, the petition requirement 
has been suspended for 2021.  
 
The following offices will be on the ballot March 2, 2021:  

" Town Moderator 
" Selectboard Member 
" Town Clerk 
" Town Treasurer 
" Collector of Delinquent Taxes 
" Lister 
" Auditor 
" 1st & 2nd Constable 
" Town Agent 
" Grand Juror 
" Cemetery Commission (3 open seats) 
" Shrewsbury representative to the Mill River Uni-

fied Union School District. 
 
If you have interest in any of the offices or questions 
regarding them, please contact the Town Clerk to for 
information or to obtain Consent Forms.  

 ~Mark Goodwin, Town Clerk 
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Note to Shrewsbury: 
It is both with some sadness as well as some excitement 
that I am announcing my retirement as Shrewsbury Town 
Clerk. I will not be running again in March 2021. It has been 
an honor and a privilege to serve Shrewsbury as Town Clerk 
for the past twelve years, but it is time for me to address 
some of the items that are on my personal to do list before I 
might not be able to address them at all. So - Thank You 
Shrewsbury!! Its’ been a fun adventure. ~Mark Goodwin 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
FROM THE TOWN TREASURER: 
Thank you all for the tax payments. 
 
The State continues to process Homestead declarations and 
state payments (income sensitivity) and will send the last 
update in November. Revised tax bills will be mailed when 
the information is received from the State of Vermont, and as 
necessary, refunds will be issued. 
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding during these 
difficult times. Call or email with questions, or the State 
number is (802) 828-2865. 

Linda McGuire, Treasurer 
Town of Shrewsbury 

9823 Cold River Rd, Shrewsbury, Vermont  05738 
Telephone 492-3558  ~  Shrewsburytreas@vermontel.net 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 
Final Draft - Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP) 
The Planning Team has completed the final draft of the 2020 
update to the Shrewsbury Local Hazard Mitigation Plan. The 
plan is available on the Town website (shrewsburyvt.org). 
Town Departments>Emergency Management> Shrewsbury 
Draft LHMP 11-04-20.  
 
There will be a brief presentation of the Plan to local officials 
and the public at the Wednesday, November 4 Selectboard 
meeting. (7:00 p.m. at the Town Office, 9823 Cold River 
Road). It will be the first item on the agenda. A 14-day public 
comment period follows the meeting. Selectman and Team 
member Steven Nicholson is the local point of contact ac-
cepting comments via email until November 18, 2020 – 
snicholson@vermontel.net. 
 
The plan contains some interesting information and several 
photographs of the type of things the Plan is designed to 
help us avoid in the future. We value your experiences and 
perspectives, and request your input as to any corrections, 
additions or suggestions that you may have.  
I remain available for general questions 

~Alan Shelvey, LHMP Team member, shel@sover.net 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Donation Time! 
The Times is mailed to all residents of Shrewsbury and is 
also available online on the Town website. The cost of print-
ing and mailing is made possible through advertising and 
your donations. Donors are recognized for the remainder of 
the calendar year in which their donation is received. How-
ever, if you contribute between now and the end of this cal-
endar year, you will be recognized for the remainder of this 
year and all of next year! You determine the amount--any 
and all donations are appreciated!   –The Editors 

 

Membership in Regional Ambulance Service 
Twelve communities form the Regional Ambulance Service 
(RAS) and benefit from highly professional service from the 
largest Vermont ambulance service 24/7. Last year RAS re-
sponded to over nine thousand calls in the 12 communities. 
The availability of this ambulance service is secured for 
Shrewsbury residents by a $4 per capita yearly assessment. 
 
So what does a Regional Ambulance Membership get you? 
If you use the service you are billed through Medicare and/or 
other insurance for payment. If you have applicable deducti-
ble and/or co-payments you could be faced with significant 
out-of-pocket or “balance billing”. Membership at $45 for the 
year (November 2, 2020 to October 31, 2021) can be pur-
chased any time. Membership assures that the principal 
subscriber and dependents residing in RAS normal call area 
will have any applicable deductible or co-payments covered. 
Membership also includes two local routine medically neces-
sary transfers. Applications were mailed to all of us in 
Shrewsbury and can be accessed at 
www.RegionalAmbulance.com. It could be a good deal to 
consider. ~Gerry Martin, Shrewsbury representative on the 
RAS Board of Directors 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
 
Calling All Photographers! 
The Shrewsbury Board of Auditors is soliciting photographs 
of Shrewsbury life during the current year for the town’s 
2020 Annual Report.  

 

If you would like your photograph to be part of 
the historical record of our town, please submit 
your picture to the Board of Auditors for con-
sideration. 
 

Pictures of our town should be in one of the 
following categories: Historic Town Buildings, Landscape 
and Environment, Agriculture, Town and Town Organization 
Events, Town Officers, and Kid’s Events. Given the Covid-19 
pandemic that affected us all this year; pictures of how town 
residents, officers, and organizations dealt with the pandem-
ic would be of interest. Examples would include the modified 
voting procedures implemented at the polls for the primary 
and general elections, and the musical concerts performed 
outside the meeting house during the summer and early fall. 
 

Submit your picture as a jpeg file and email it to au-
ditshrewsbury@gmail.com no later than January 1, 2021. 
Don’t forget to provide captions identifying people, places, 
and events. Also, be sure to identify the photographer so we 
can give proper credit! The Board of Auditors will review the 
prints and select them based on applicability and space 
availability. Thank you for your help with our Town Report! 
Shrewsbury Board of Auditors 

 

 
Returnable Bottles & Cans 

Looking for a group or organization to collect  the re-
turnable bottles from the Transfer Station weekly. 

Redeem the bottles and cans to earn money for your 
group or organization. 

 

Contact Bert Potter 773-2272 
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Message from Montpelier 
Election Day! I have not been campaigning nearly as much 
as I had hoped to but will spend all day at the polls on Elec-
tion Day (socially distanced) and hope to see you there if 
you have not yet voted. You should have received a ballot in 
the mail already and can fill that out and mail it in or drop it 
off in person any day the town clerk’s office is open between 
now and Election Day. 
 
The Governor has now acted on all the bills we passed dur-
ing the September session, vetoing only one additional bill, 
H.926, which would have made changes to Act 250. He also 
allowed two bills to go into law without his signature, signify-
ing that he did not completely agree with them but would not 
stand in the way of them being enacted. The first was S.54, 
colloquially known as the Tax and Regulate bill, which will 
set up the system for selling cannabis products in the state. 
The second was S.119, which sets a statewide standard for 
law enforcement use of force. 
 
With regards to H.926, it was a bill I supported and hope to 
see the issues it focused on more properly addressed in 
January. It started as a very ambitious bill, making substan-
tive changes to Act 250 that everyone sees the need for to 
make the application and review process smoother and 
more clearly defined. Ultimately, with the pandemic and the 
more pressing legislative needs, the Senate felt they could 
not adequately deal with those more substantive topics this 
year. They pared down the bill to just a few of the more 
widely agreed upon provisions. It passed that Senate with 
broad bipartisan support 26-3. There was more opposition in 
the House side with many dissatisfied that the bill had lost a 
lot of its substance and was not the sweeping changes we 
all know are needed to Act 250 and were hoping to pass this 
year. But it still passed on vote of 93-56. From my perspec-
tive there was a lot of compromise in the Senate amended 
bill, but I was not surprised or upset by the veto. The Gover-
nor followed his veto by issuing an executive order to ac-
complish some of what would have been done by the bill 
with regards to trails and the Act 250 review process. While I 
mostly agree with the intent of the executive order, I think it 
sets a dangerous precedent about what can be done by ex-
ecutive order in the state. 
 
While I am happy that S.54 was enacted I was disappointed 
by the Governor not signing the bill. I feel we made a LOT of 
compromises from the initial bill in areas that were important 
to him and there are parts of the bill I disagree with. But I 
voted for it accepting there were going to have to be com-
promises and I would have liked to see him more fully em-
brace the bill. 
 
I am alarmed by the currently rising Covid-19 cases and am 
redoubling my efforts to make sure resort towns are properly 
supported as we start getting results from a busy Columbus 
Day weekend and plan better for winter in our towns. Some-
day I still hope to resume my coffee hours but until then 
please continue to call my cellphone anytime, leave me a 
voicemail and I will call you back as soon as I can. 
Stay safe and stay strong! 

Logan Nicoll, State Representative (Ludlow, Mount Holly, 
Shrewsbury)’ lnicoll@leg.state.vt.us; 802-345-8430 

 

 
~~~Job Opportunity~~~ 

 
Shrewsbury Transfer Station 

Full time employee 
$12.75/hour 

Available to work  14 hours per week 
Sundays (8 hour shift) 

Wednesdays (6 hour shift) 
Must have valid driver’s license 

Do not have to be a resident of Shrewsbury 
 

Will be able to start immediately 
 

If interested, contact  
Bert Potter 773-2272 

 

Greetings Shrewsberries  
I am again running for the Office of Justice of the Peace 
(JP). I will continue to serve our community in all related 
issues that are presented to the Board of Civil Authority 
in the JP capacity. I have had 18 years of experience in 
serving the Town of Shrewsbury in many capacities. I 
never make decisions without investigating both sides of 
the issue. Many of you relate to me through my News 
Flash e-mail list, which I have hosted since the late 80’s. 
I am requesting your vote on November 3, 2020 for the 
position of JP. I love this community and it pleasures me 
to serve you. 

Thank You, Betsy Jesser 
Paid Advertisement 
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October flew by and winter is quickly approaching!!The 
SVFD responded twice with East Wallingford for motor vehi-
cle accident on Route 103 near the trestle and once to 
Spring Lake Rd for a brush fire. Remember to always call for 
a burn permit if you are going to burn yard debris and wood. 
 
On October 1st we held our 68th Annual business meeting 
of the Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department. During this 
meeting Chief Phillip Severy reviewed the past years signifi-
cant events. The SVFD responded to 25 calls for assistance 
in the past year, participated in numerous training within our 
department and mutual aid training with several of our 
neighboring towns. We purchased a new gear washer to 
help keep our members safer, and we will be drilling a new 
well at the Northam station soon. The SVFD and in particu-
lar our Safety Officer Bob Snarski has been meeting with 
town and state officials reviewing local speed limits after 
several severe  motor vehicle accidents. We welcomed a 
couple of new members this year, Jeff Dayton and Nate 
Robillard. We voted this year to move our weekly mainte-
nance and drill nights to 6 pm during the winter months. Our 
monthly business meeting usually held on the first Thursday 
of the month will remain scheduled for 7 p.m. Unfortunately 
the current health pandemic caused us to meet less, train 
less and cancellation of the Auxiliary’s annual fall ham sup-
per!  
 
The SVFD elects its officers every year at the annual busi-
ness meeting. Again this year our leadership has remained 
the same with Chief Phillip Severy accepting and elected to 
Chief for another year! The remaining business positions of 
President- Jack Perry, Vice President Bob Snarski, Secre-
tary Jon Lees, Treasurer Barry Griffith and Trustees Mark 
Stewart and Elliott Stewart all were elected and accepted 
those positions for another year! Thanks to these members 
for their continued work in support of the SVFD and the 
Town of Shrewsbury! 
 
The Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department recognizes two 
members annually for their dedication to the fire department 
and the town. This years’ recipient of the Peter Cosgrove 
Distinguished Service Award was James Carrara. The Chief 
Snarski Distinguished Service Award recognized Al Ridlon 
Sr. for his lifelong commitment to the fire service, Shrews-
bury and one of the founding members of the SVFD! Con-
gratulations to both of these dedicated members of the 
SVFD! 
 
This review of the annual meeting sheds a small light on the 
activities of our department, it truly takes a village to keep 
the SVFD operating. We are always looking for new mem-
bers, there is a place for anyone who wants to become in-
volved. If you have an interest or would just like to discuss 
what you can do to help out the community, stop by the Cut-
tingsville Station on the first Thursday of the month at 7pm or 
call Jack Perry 802-773-3278, Barry Griffith 802-492-3573 or 
Bob Snarski at 802-492-3505 for more information. 

 
November is here, snow is our next adventure! When driv-
ing, slow down, allow time to get to your destination. Inspect 
your heating appliances to be sure you are ready for winter. 
Clean and inspect your chimney. Test and change the bat-
teries in your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors to in-
sure proper operation. Keep your driveways plowed out so 
our emergency vehicles can access your location, have your 
911 address displayed so we can see it. If you have an 
emergency call 911 and remember 
     STAY FIRE SAFE!!!! 

Submitted by Jack Perry 
 

  

Book Reviews from the Library— 
Two ways to share: Please share your book reviews 
by writing them in the journals kept at the front desk 
at the Library or email to  maplesugar@comcast.net  
THANK YOU! 

Book reviews are compiled by Marilyn Dalick 
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From the Library— 
Shrewsbury’s REVIEW OF BOOKS 

This is a selection of reviews from our “Readers’ Pick” 
journal kept at the Library. Thanks to all the contributors! 
Thanks to all our Reviewers this month! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Swimming to Antarctica: 
Tales of a Long-Distance Swimmer 

by Lynne Cox 
!!!!! 

Great story (true) of Lynne’s intensity, endurance, perse-
verance and humility as she takes on long-distance 
swimming in the most unlikely places—the Bering Strait, 
the Straits of Magellan, and yes—ultimately, Antarctica. 
Fueled by the words of a teammate’s mother that she’d 
someday swim the English Channel, she does that—
setting a world record at age 15—and way more. Sci-
ence, geography and human nature rolled into one. 

Reviewed by Martha Sirjane 
 

Where Did I Leave My Glasses? The Where, When, 
and Why of Normal Memory Loss 

by Martha Weinman Lear 
  !!! 

This is a good book! 
Reviewed by Barbara Griffith 

 
Murder in the Marais 
Murder in Belleville 

Murder in the Rue du Paradis 
by Cara Black (mysteries set in Paris)  

!!!!! 
I LOVE these! I read one on a plane to California, and 
one coming back—and couldn’t stop reading. 

Reviewed by Joan Aleshire 
 

The Beautiful Mysteries 
by Louise Penny 

!!  
Spellbinding setting—a monastery deep in the forests of 
northern Quebec—an intriguing premise—a monk has 
been murdered in the monastery garden—that calls on 
the skills of the kindly, calm (but haunted) Chief Inspec-
tor Armand Gamache. The plot is intricate without being 
compelling, though—and it gets hard to tell one monk 
from another! The Chief Inspector is good company, if 
this mystery, with its DaVinci Code echoes, seems unin-
spired.           Reviewed by Joan Aleshire 

 
Book Reviews Compiled by Marilyn Dalick 

!!!!!  Fantastic!  
  !!!!  Compelling, page-turner 
     !!!  Enjoyable 
        !!   Just O.K. 
           !  Not recommended 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

MARDI GRAS 2013 
 

Saturday, April 27, 2013 
7pm to ?? 

at Town Hall 
 

Music by 
The Shrewsbury Community Blues Band 

 

Helpers Needed! 
• CALLERS to ask local folks to bring 

food items for attendees to eat 
• DECORATORS to decorate Town 

Hall in festive MARDI GRAS style 
• COLLECTORS of admission money 
• KITCHEN / CLEANER UPPERS to 

serve food and drinks and help clean 
up after 

• FACE PAINTER for the kids young 
and old! 

• FORTUNE TELLER in your own little 
grotto 

• SOLICITORS request and/or pick up 
donations from grocery stores, etc. 

• MASK SELLER masks will be on 
hand for sale 

 
Please call Fran Patten, 492-3706 or 
Roxanne Ramah, 492-3675 to volun-
teer.      Thank you! 
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FREE 
Come and pick it up! 

A light green LL Bean love seat. 
In fair condition. Interested? 

Call Joyce at 492-3542 

SHREWSBURY VOLUNTEER 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

!

 

 
In Memory of Pamela D. Fiske 

Pamela Fiske, a longtime resident of Shrewsbury, died at 
the age of 66 at Rutland Regional Medical Center on 
September 24, 2020. Born on August 26, 1954, she was 
the daughter of the late Clinton and Lucille (Wetherby) 
Fiske. She graduated from Otter Valley High School in 
1972 and from the University of New Hampshire in 1976. 
 
Pam was a long-haul truck driver for a number of years, 
and also worked for the Vermont Agency of Transporta-
tion, Agway, Garden Time nursery, and the Vermont 
Country Store. She was known for her extensive gardens 
at her Cuttingsville residence. 
 
Pam’s companion of many years, Butch Shaw, died in 
1993. She is survived by her sisters Connie (Hoelscher) 
of Lancaster County, PA and Carol (Gates) of Lakeland, 
FL, her brother Gary Fiske of Hinsdale, NH, and by nu-
merous nieces and nephews. At Pam’s request, there will 
be no memorial or burial service. ~Submitted by Connie 
Fiske Hoelscher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

 
During these difficult times, you may need: 

" Emotional support and a listening ear 
" Connections to community resources 
" All supports are anonymous and free 
" Available Monday-Friday, from 8am-8pm 

Call one of our COVID Support Counselors at: 
                2-1-1  or  866-652-4636 
For more info go to: https://covidsupportvt.org 
 
Also, masks from the health department are availa-
ble to Shrewsbury residents; please call me if you 
need one.  
Kathy Felder, Shrewsbury Health Officer 492-3633 
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# MANY THANKS to everyone who helped make the 
BOOK SALE a success in a different format: All of you who 
helped carry books to the tent and set up the tables; and all 
of you who then put the leftovers in the Gaylord carton for 
pick up! Special THANKS to NEAL SHARROW, who came 
down with his forklift to load the Gaylord into the Discover 
Books truck; and THANKS to PAUL at the Transfer Station 
who helped load their Gaylords full of Reading Room books 
to join ours! 
 
# AND THANKS to everyone who donated books and 
bought some new-to-them books at the on-going honor-
system sale. Next year, when we hope to be back to normal, 
we’ll use some of the things we learned from this one: to 
post some items for sale on line; and probably to have a 
longer open, honor system sale period. 
 
# ANOTHER BIG THANK YOU is due to all of you who 
responded to our annual, early fund-raising letter. We’re 
happy to receive your cash  or check donations during our 
in-person hours (see below) or by mail: P.O. BOX 396, Cut-
tingsville, VT 05738. 
 
# LIMITED IN-PERSON LIBRARY HOURS, Curb-side 
Service and  Home Deliveries will CONTINUE for the fore-
seeable future. Thanks to patrons for following the rules!  

 
IN-PERSON LIBRARY HOURS: 

Monday 10-12am -- Wednesday 7-9pm 
Saturday 10-12am 

 
# MANY THANKS to the Trustees who have been able 
and willing to staff at these times, maintaining safety proto-
cols: four patrons and one staffer in the building, at a six foot 
distance, at one time; masks and hand-sanitizing required. 
The drill is listed on the door! 
 
Continuing Programs (via Zoom): 
Sunday, November 15 @ 4pm Famous Books Book Club: 
The Plague by Albert Camus: discussion postponed from 
October 18. Please call Joan (492-3550) if you need a copy. 
 
Sunday, November 22 @ 4pm SCIENCE BOOK CLUB: Ze-
ro: The Biography of A Dangerous Idea by Charles Seife. 
Please call Joan (492-3550) if you need a copy. 
 
New Books include: 
∗ Abe: Abraham Lincoln in His Times by David S. Reyn-

olds: A massive new biography about a strong leader 
during a fractured time. 

∗ The Lying Life of Adults by Elana Ferrante. The new 
novel by the legendary Italian writer. 

∗ Anxious People by Fredrik Backman: The new novel by 
the author of A Man Called Ove and Beartown. 

∗ The Searcher by Tana French: A new thriller by this grit-
ty Dublin writer (actually raised in VT!), set in a small vil-
lage, and featuring a detective newly retired from the 
Chicago PD.  

∗ Homeland Elegies by Ayad Akhtar: An intriguing blend of 
memoir and fiction, exploring questions of faith and up-
bringing. 

 
 
New DVDs include: 
∗ First Cow: A frontier drama with a modern sensibility, 

directed by indie favorite Kelly Reichert. 
∗ Emma: Jane Austen in a new costume, always a delight; 

directed by Autumn DeWolfe. 
 
And these series: 
∗ The Crown, seasons 1 & 2 
∗ Broadchurch, seasons 1-3 
 
 
 

! We’ll be getting more series, thanks to Chryl’s article 
in this issue of The Times. Just let me know what 
you’d like to spend time with! 

 

 
Family Fun Committee  

at the Shrewsbury Library! 
 

Please come and check out an assortment of 
materials for at-home projects on the table in 

the entryway! 
 
 
 

 
Jigsaw puzzles at the Library! 

We have a plastic bin of adult and junior jigsaw 
puzzles on the front porch  of the library. Feel 
free to borrow one or two puzzles. If you have 
extra puzzles, please add them to our collec-

tion. The bin of puzzles will remain outside until  
the snow arrives. 

Submitted by Doris Perry 
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  !!Book Reviews from the Library— 
Book lovers! Please share your book 
reviews by writing them in the journals 
kept at the front desk at the Library or e-
mailing them to maplesugar@comcast.net   

Book reviews are compiled by Marilyn Dalick 

★★★★★ Fantastic!  
  ★★★★ Compelling, page-turner 
     ★★★ Enjoyable 
        ★★  Just O.K. 
           ★ Not recommended 

The Heart's Invisible Furies 
by John Boyne 

★★★★★ 
This is a laugh out loud, whimsical odys-
sey -- sometimes shocking -- about sin 
and torment in Catholic Ireland. It in-
cludes a funny, running gag throughout. 
Cyril Avery is a young orphan boy born to 
an unwed mother. He is adopted and 
well-cared for by a wealthy, eccentric 
family, but both his adoptive father and 
mother are distant and cold. They are 
self-absorbed parents and barely 
acknowledge his presence in their home. 
This would be difficult for most children, 
but Cyril also struggles with his homosex-
uality and is particularly vulnerable and 
insecure. The story is enjoyable, even 
though the end becomes slightly unrav-
eled as there are so many new characters 
introduced that I wasn't willing to absorb 
them all. This is my only complaint about 
this extremely enjoyable read. ~Reviewed 
by Marilyn Dalick 

 

Thanks for Successful Concerts!!  
From the first of August to mid-October, so many of you came to support 
live music in our amazing town of Shrewsbury, Vermont. We were able, 
collectively, to help support musicians whose livelihood has been incredibly 
altered by the pandemic, and to offer something to look forward to at each 
concert...terrific musicianship, dancing, beautiful children, great community 
spirit, pods of people smiling (otherwise masked), cute well behaved dogs, 
being outside in wonderful weather, the backdrop of our beautiful Meeting 
House and the surrounding mountains, camaraderie, kindness, responsibil-
ity and respect toward each other and keeping each other healthy.  
 
Not having much of a clue how this would go in the beginning,  I couldn't be 
more fortunate to have realized all the blessings that would come of our 
concert series. I thank you all for helping to make this possible.  

~Article and Photos by Victoria Arthur 
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Celebrating 105 Years 

 
Times of Shrewsbury is our  
community “newspaper” 

So…if you have a photo, an arti-
cle, or an idea….send it along! 

We’re always looking for photos, 
articles, and ideas! 
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The Roving Reporter asked: 
  What series would you recommend? 
 

--“We don't watch much TV, but…” 
--“We don’t watch TV that much, but…..” 
--“I don’t watch TV normally, but…. “ 

 
No joke! Those are the first sentences from the first three 
responses I got when I requested the names of TV/film se-
ries that people would recommend. One really surprising 
anomaly was that out of the first 45 series recommended, 
there was not one duplicate! If you watch all the series on 
The Times Top 50 List you could distract yourself during the 
winter with the 2,965 episodes…which would almost take 
care of the 2,904 round-the-clock hours in the serious 
months of winter! So pop some corn, grab a warm fuzzy 
blanket, snuggle up, and turn on the “TV” to while away the 
winter hours during this time of COVID-19!  
 
If you just can’t take today’s world any more, “take a trip 
down memory lane” and put on Gunsmoke which was origi-
nally televised from 1955 to 1975). That would help you to-
tally escape with a whopping 635 episodes! 
 
In addition to the recommendation preferences of Shrews-
berries, the criteria used to determine those on the Times  list 
included being rated above 80% by combined online rating 
services. One series stood out on the recommendation list--
Schitt’s Creek--which can be checked out at the Shrewsbury 
Library!   
 
The Library has quite a few series and will be adding more! 
The 15 most frequently checked out series at the Library list 
is topped by Homeland followed closely by Downton Ab-
bey…which interestingly no one mentioned for The Times 
Top 50 List! Other DVD’s in order of check out activity  in-
clude: Sherlock, Friday Night Lights, Justified, Ballykissan-
gel, This Is U.S., Foyle’s War, Northern Exposure, House of 
Cards, Breaking Bad. Orange Is the New Black, Doc Martin, 
The Honorable Woman, and Outlander. The series not at the 
Library can be found on Amazon Prime, Netflix, Hulu, and 
other streaming services….but don’t forget about You Tube!  
 
There were a total of 76 different series suggested, and the 
50 that are on the list were recommended by someone from 
the following households: Salmon, Wells, Barclay, Dalick, 
Monder, Deinzer, Duda, Ellery, Garren, Goodwin, Grace, 
Hansen, French, Winnicke, L.Sharrow, Jesser, Hartigan, 
Keller, G.Martin, D.Perry, Bragg, E.Sharrow, and Thomas. 
 
If you have a series you think should be on the list, please 
send it to: shrewsburytimes@gmail.com …if it’s a long win-
ter, we just might need to know about it! 

Compiled by Chryl Martin 
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In Memory of Anne Nancy Spencer 
The members of the Shrewsbury Historical Society wish to 
extend their heartfelt sympathies and prayers to the family of 
the late Anne Nancy Spencer, one of the founding members 
of the Society formed in 1971. Nancy served as secretary for 
12 years, trustee for 12 terms, co-president for one year, and 
was named Honorary Trustee for four years. The Spencers 
were also among the founding families of the Shrewsbury 
Outing Club in 1955. 
 
Nancy’s interest in Shrewsbury and her generosity are leg-
endary. Beginning in the 1950's Nancy and her husband 
Jack were involved with our young people at the Cuttingsville 
School (now our library). Their kids--Mitch, Deedee, Stevie 
and Luisa--were pupils of the inimitable Mary Stapleton, 
along with my brothers and me. We missed Sam, the 
youngest, but later on I got to be his art teacher.  
 
Nancy’s passion for history helped establish the Historical 
Society in 1971, and create Dawn Hance’s Shrewsbury, 
Vermont–Our Town As It Was. This book has been a price-
less resource since 1980.  In 2015 the Historical Society ex-
pressed our town’s gratitude to Nancy by dedicating the Mu-
seum to her. Our group would not exist had we not been 
blessed with her vision, help, energy, time, and efforts over 
these many years. She will be long remembered and deeply 
missed by all. Nancy Spencer was a Shrewsbury Treasure!  

Submitted by Grace Brigham, President 
Shrewsbury Historical Society 

 
Historical and Genealogy Research 
The Shrewsbury Historical Society (SHS) Museum closed for 
the winter the last Sunday in October, with our opening set 
for the first Sunday in July, 2020. However, if the weather 
cooperates and you want to be able to research something, 
please call Ruth Winkler at 492-3324. Julanne Sharrow can 
help you with genealogy questions, contact her 
at  julannesharrow@vermontel.net. 
 

SHS 2020 Memberships 
Individual $10, Family $15 

Contributing $30  
Life Members $125 for either a couple or an individual. 

Please send check to Treasurer Catherine Carrara, 
 2544 Northam Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738  

 
A Christmas gift idea 

Shrewsbury, Vermont–Our Town As It Was 
by author Dawn D. Hance 

$20 pus $6 for mailing.  Send order and 
check to: Catherine Carrara, 2544 Northam 

Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738 
 

Especially for newcomers and growing children learning 
about their town, the history book is perfect. It will arrive 
covered in bright Christmas red with gold lettering. Signed by 
the author and illustrated by Grace Brigham and Thomas 
Mousinis. Submitted by Ruth Winkler 
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 Just when you thought that you’ve seen everything! 
One day you see a cow riding a horse! 

Actually it was Reese Shattuck dressed in a cow costume 
riding his horse, Blitzen, along Northam Road towards the 
Mountain School to surprise his younger brother during the 
school’s Halloween festivities. A number of motorists (includ-
ing me) were also very surprised.  ~~Rich Biziak 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
 

 
Last month, I had major surgery 
and am happy to report I’m fine, 
glad to have it in the past, and 
looking forward to getting back to 
LIVING IN PLACE! Jack and I 

were well-fed during the time I wasn’t up to cooking, thanks 
to Heather Shay and her incredible crew of volunteer 
cooks!  In this season of Thanksgiving, I want to say a heart-
felt thank you to this wonderful group of Shrewsberries who, 
with Living in Place and Shrewsbury Community 
Church/Helping Hand, are providing wonderful food for those 
in need: Heather Shay, Donna Swartz, Carol Goodwin, Doris 
Perry, Connie Youngstrom, Ann Vanneman, Sue Kelly, 
Lynette Over, Rita Lane, Joan Aleshire, Ludy Biddle, Trish 
Norton AND our generous local farmers: Martha and Podge 
Sirjane of Caravan Gardens (it was Martha who first pro-
posed this program at a Living in Place luncheon!), Scott and 
Lindsay Courcelle of Alchemy Gardens, Jeff and Mary Smith 
of Smith Maple Crest Farm, and Ryan and Kara Fitz-
Beauchamp of Evening Song Farm. All these people either 
provided, cooked, or delivered food!   
 
What a wonderful resource we have for people in Shrews-
bury who, for one reason or another, are unable to cook a 
good meal for themselves.  I encourage anyone in need of 
this service to take advantage of it...it’s here for the asking!  
 
LIP is planning a Christmas gathering! Date and time not yet 
set but notices will be coming by email, snail mail, or phone! 

Submitted by Judy Emerick 

 
Ridlon Wreaths 

and Maple Syrup 
 

For Sale and Pre-order 
 

At 230 Town Hill Road 
Open daily 10 – 6 

492-2018 or 747-8852 
 

 
 

Merry Christmas! 

Carrara’s Rust Proofing & Maple looking to fill 
a Full Time Year Round Position 

 
! Position includes prepping cars for undercoat-

ing & for the customer’s departure. 
! Assisting with daily tasks such as (but not lim-

ited to) yard maintenance, building mainte-
nance and everything in between. 

! Also part of the position will be assisting with 
Maple Sugaring (checking lines, tapping trees, 
processing, etc.) 

 
Valid driver’s license is required. 

 
Positive attitude & respect for yourself and others 

are a must. 
 
Position starts @ $14/hour. Job training is in 
house, with opportunity for advancement for the 
right person. 
 
We are a family owned and run business for 49 
years; we take great pride in the work we do. 
 

Only serious inquiries, please contact: 
Russ Carrara @ 492-3339. 
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GLORIA’S PANTRY 
It’s Christmas cookie time!!! 

 
December 9 until Christmas Eve 

 
Good selection of  

Cookies 
Also, we have our  

Jams, Pickles, & Relishes 
plus ,our own 

Raw Honey 
 

Smith Maple Crest Farm 
Maple syrup available 

 
Gloria’s Pantry 

Route 103, Cuttingsville, VT 
Phone 492-8700 

 THE TIMES TOP 50 "TV" SERIES 
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Genre
Recommend 

Rating Name of Series Seasons Episodes

Arts: Cocktail recipe & discussion of a museum painting � Cocktails with a Curator  (You Tube)  - 27+
Comedy � Grace & Frankie 6 78 #

Comedy, drama ! Last Tango in Halifax 5 24
Comedy, drama � Mozart in the Jungle 4 40
Comedy, drama � The Durrells in Corfu 4 26
Comedy, drama ! The Kominsky Method 2 16
Comedy, drama, satire ! Succession 2 20
Comedy, family drama � Shameless 10 122
Comedy, medical commedy ! Doc Martin  9 70 #

Comedy, period drama � The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel 3 26
Comedy, sitcom � Schitt's Creek 6 80 #

Comedy, sitcom ! The Big Bang Theory 12 279
Crime drama � Breaking Bad 5 62 #

Crime drama ! New Tricks 12 107
Crime drama � The Sopranos 6 86 #

Crime drama  � Hercule Poirot    (PBS  with David Suchet) 13 70
Crime drama  ! Prime Suspect 7 15 #

Crime drama  � Shetland 5 26 #

Crime drama, mystery fiction ! Midsomer Murders 21 126
Crime drama, neo-western ! Longmire 6 63
Crime drama, period, serial � Boardwalk Empire 5 56
Crime drama, tragedy, legal drama � Better Call Saul 5 50
Crime, detective drama  � Inspector Morse 7 33
Crime, detective drama (Inspector Morse prequel) � Endeavor 7 30
Crime, true crime drama � Unbelievable 0 8
Historical drama � The Crown 3 30 #

Historical drama � The Forsyte Saga 2 10 #

Historical drama � Wolf Hall (mini-series) 1 6
Historical drama, romance � Poldark 5 43 #

Historical fiction drama, adventure, romance � Outlander 5 67 #

Legal drama ! Goliath 3 24
Mystery drama � Broadchurch 3 24 #

Mystery, costume drama, historical crime � Miss Fishers Murder Mysteries 3 34
Mystery, period drama  ! Grantchester 5 31
Sports drama, teen drama, family ! Friday Night Lights 5 76 #

Sports, mini-documenary series ! The Last Dance  (mini-series) 1 10
Thriller--crime drama � Ozark 3 30
Thriller--crime drama, anthology � Fargo 4 34
Thriller--drama  � Doctor Foster 2 10
Thriller--mystery thriller � The Stranger  (Harlan Coben's British version) 1 8
Thriller--mystery thriller, crime drama � DEV 2 71
Thriller--neo-noir, period drama ! Babylon Berlin 3 28
Thriller--political conspiracy � State of Play   (2003 British series version) 1 6 #

Thriller--political thriller, crime drama  � Bodyguard 1 6
Thriller--psychological thriller, crime drama ! Luther 5 20
Thriller--psychological thriller, crime drama ! Mindhunter 2 19
Thriller--psychological thriller, espionage � Homeland 8 96 #

Western ! Gunsmoke 20 635
Western, action, crime, drama ! Justified 6 78 #

Western, neo-western drama � Yellowstone 3 29

 --Video series available on Amazon Prime, Hulu, Netflix,PBS, Shrewsbury Library, or YouTube
  # Indicates at least one season of the series is available at Shrewsbury Library  Two week checkout with renewal if no hold in place.

THE TIMES TOP 50 "TV" SERIES

 --Selection Criteria: �Highly recommend or  !Recommend by a Shrewsberry, and also rated above 80% by rating services.    
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First things first 
The answer to the quiz in last month’s issue, you were right 
if you did not see one letter "e" in the whole paragraph. Re-
member, an e is a vowel, and whoever figured this one out is 
a genius. 
 
Secondly,  
I hope all the children who regularly go out trick or treating 
on Halloween, keep safe and wear masks, as if they 
wouldn’t on a day when masks are usually worn! Hopefully, 
next year when it will be safe, the children can have all the 
fun they look forward to. When I was young there was no 
such thing as trick or treating. Seems mostly just tricks. 
House parties for the little ones and bobbing for apples. 
Then when Thanksgiving arrived, we would roam the streets 
dressed as hoboes, with charcoal decorated faces, and car-
rying pillowcases, would ring doorbells to beg "Anything for 
Thanksgiving?" We would load up on fresh apples, pennies 
and popcorn. I think it was originally a ruse for getting the 
children out of the house whilst Mom got started on roasting 
a turkey and preparing all the trimmings, in peace and quiet! 
 
Glorious foliage 
Earlier than usual and much more pink and reds in the 
mountains that I can remember. So beautiful to see. This 
morning we watched about 20 nice sized turkeys crossing 
our meadow below. Edgar Ridlon told us more than once 
that peak is usually the first week in October. 
 
Thank you 
Aren't we lucky to live in a community that reveres such 
beauty and has such love and compassion for a lost dog. 
Thank you to everyone who helped to calm him and take 
care of his food and water. And lots of thanks to everyone 
concerned with the current pandemic --the efforts made by 
our school to keep our children safe, the Fire Dept. to curb 
speeding traffic on Route 103, the library for their unfailing 
efforts to meet book lovers' wishes, our community Pierce's 
store for needed items, and virtual teachings and readings 
by the Community Church of Shrewsbury. Thanks to the 
wonderful local farmers, and to our honey and maple syrup 
gatherers. Thanks to the music makers. Thank you to all 
who help keep our roads free from litter, and to the amazing 
road crew who keeps our roads safe and passable in all 
seasons. Thanks to our Town Officers. Thanks to the pub-
lishers of this very special newsletter each month, and to the 
Historical Society Museum for keeping our town's artifacts 
for the future. Thanks to our special stores, hair salon, res-
taurant and Post Office. And thank you to our Town Clerk, 
the Board of Civil Authority and the volunteers who will be 
working at the polls and tabulating votes this election year. 
Please don't forget to VOTE! 
 
I am hoping that our own Historical Society Museum will be 
up and running in 2021. We will have new acquisitions to 
exhibit and more albums with great photos of Town events to 
look through. Right now, the storage area is being reor-
ganized. We have run out of room. If you would like to do-

nate something, please first call me as a member of the Ac-
quisition Committee at 492-3324. Please do not leave any 
items on porch. Call me first. 
 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING. 
And as we gather round the dining table we pray that God 
send His blessings of good health to a wounded world. 

Submitted by Ruth Winkler 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

 
Laurel Hall Scheduled on PBS: October 29 at 8pm 
October 3 was a glorious Vermont autumn day, the weather 
changing constantly against a backdrop of richly colored 
landscape. Dark clouds rolled over the valley of Cuttingsville, 
bringing gusty showers, followed by bursts of sunlight pour-
ing over the dripping trees. 
 
Into this setting came a TV crew sent to capture the John P. 
Bowman story for a Halloween special on VT PBS. The 
Shrewsbury Historical Society was ready. Co/president Brian 
Winkler welcomed Tony Dunne, and cameraman, director, 
producer and host Jeff Belanger to the museum. He directed 
them to the Bowman exhibit and resources, and regaled 
them with tales of eerie happenings related to the Bowmans. 
Old timer, co/president of SHS Grace Brigham told about 
growing up in the valley in the presence of the mausoleum 
and mansion and about two schoolmates who actually lived 
in the Bowman house in the 1950s. 
 
Tony and Jeff had already visited the mausoleum (in the 
rain) and finished up with a tour of Laurel Hall, also known 
as the Haunted Mansion when the Clinton Fiske family oper-
ated a bookshop in the downstairs rooms. Historian Barry 
Griffith and Mark Stewart of the Laurel Glen Cemetery Asso-
ciation led them through the once elegant rooms. The show, 
"New England Legends" is scheduled to air at 8pm on Octo-
ber 29, on WGBY-TV  (VT PBS). Watch for Barry Griffith’s 
follow-up in the December Times.  

Submitted by Grace Brigham 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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TOWN FARM WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA 
The Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department, along with rep-
resentatives of the Vermont Land Trust, the Shrewsbury 
Conservation Commission, and local community members, 
gathered in Shrewsbury on September 26 to celebrate the 
conservation of the department’s 100th wildlife management 
area (WMA) - this on their 100th anniversary of the formation 
of F&W. The name of this 527 acre WMA at the end of Lot-
tery Road was officially revealed to be the TOWN FARM 
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA in reference to this site’s 
history as the town’s Poor Farm where those down on their 
luck were housed and where they farmed to supplement 
their existence.  
 
Commissioner Louis Porter recognized the partners and 
community that supported this conservation effort of this ar-
ea “We’ve all come together to protect and conserve this 
parcel for the public good, for both its prime wildlife habitat 
and the wildlife-based recreation such as hunting, hiking, 
and wildlife-viewing.” VLT representative Donald Campbell 
congratulated the group, recognizing how in Vermont with 
F&W and local town commissions, it is an example of how 
government works when in other places it sometimes falls 
short. He celebrated the genuine concern, commitment, and 
dedication of our shared values that protected our natural 
resources. SCC member Louise Duda recognized Joan Si-

bley, whose commitment 
to conservation encour-
aged her to bequeath the 
proceeds of the sale of her 
house and property to be 
used for conservation ef-
forts in Shrewsbury, which 
helped fund both the Jef-
fords State Forest and 
Town Farm WMA projects. 
She thanked all the parties 
involved with the colorful 
and playful poster created 
by Grace Brigham for the 
celebration. Commissioner 

Porter thanked community members for support in leverag-
ing almost $90,000 in donations to help fund this project and 
presented them with a framed gift with signed wildlife prints 
with the words - RESPECT. PROTECT. ENJOY - a fitting 
reminder of what the project was all about! 
 
The celebration ended with refreshments to send hikers off 
in various groups to explore various parts of the  area. Spe-
cial thanks to guides Jerry Parker, Barry Griffith, Mark 
Youngstrom, Connie Youngstrom, and F&W biologists who 
lead the hikes! ~Submitted by Louise Duda; Photos by Chris 
Ingram, VT Fish and Wildlife 

  

 
 

CUSTOM CABINETRY 

PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICE 

 
FRANK GUNDAL 

KITCHEN DESIGNER 

Cell: 339-987-7076  

advantage@rcn.com 
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Pastor’s Message 
For many of us, autumn is a time of harvest, storage, and 
preparation. In the midst of the changes in temperature and 
hours of sunlight, we are also experiencing changes within 
our communities as groups respond to the lingering pres-
ence of COVID-19. Certainly there will be alterations in the 
ways we celebrate and gather together this season. Just 
remember, however, that God can always enter our homes 
when we extend the invitation; there is no lock down keeping 
out our faith and no quarantine is required before we can 
receive mercy, grace, and peace. For that, and for the free-
dom to worship and explore our faith in the comfort and safe-
ty of our homes, we can be truly thankful this year. 

 ~Pastor Wendy Savery 
 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
During the Holiday Season we will be providing gift cards for 
holiday dinners. If you or a neighbor would like to be includ-
ed call Rita 775-2578 or Sue at 492-3738 or 802-661-8399.                                                                                                                                                                 
  
Everyone Eats Program 
Shrewsbury Community Church is participating in the Every-
one Eats Program. In partnership with the VT Farmers Food 
Center, meals are ordered weekly and delivered to folks in 
Shrewsbury. The meals are prepared by local restaurants. 
Restaurants are compensated through the Cares Act. We 
will continue doing this once a week on Wednesdays for the 
next six weeks. If you or a neighbor would like a meal please 
let us know! Meals will be cold, ready to eat or heat. If you 
have Vegetarian, Vegan or Gluten free preferences please 
let us know. Call Sue 492-3738, Roxanne 492-3675 or 
Lynette 775-0853 to order meals or ask questions. Let’s get 
through the pandemic together! 
 
Virtual Worship Service 
The Shrewsbury Community Church has suspended Sunday 
worship service Sunday Funday Kids Program and the 
Prayer Shawl Group until further notice. Our pastor, Wendy 
Savery, will continue to prepare a Sunday service for us 
each week, including a written sermon, scriptures, prayers, 
etc. Virtual Service for September 13 was prepared by Don-
na Smith. The Virtual Service for September 20 was pre-
pared by David Rice. Thank you both for leading our virtual 
worship while Pastor Wendy was able to take a break! All 
our regular members continue to receive info by email each 
week so we can carry on together in a virtual way during this 
difficult time. If you know anyone else who would like to re-
ceive this, let us know and we will gladly include them in the 
mailing each week (make your request to Roxanne Ramah 
at roxramah@gmail.com).  
 
 
 

Keeping in Touch with Each Other 
As a church family while we are unable to see each other 
face to face regularly. We are concerned about those who 
may be feeling lonely or isolated. We encourage you to 
check in with others during the week. If you or someone you 
know would appreciate a weekly phone call or if you would 
like to be a caller, let us know (roxramah@gmail.com).  
 
The Helping Hand Fund is for Shrewsbury residents experi-
encing financial hardship. Assistance can be given for basic 
needs such as food, heating, gasoline, etc. If you or a neigh-
bor are in need please let us know! Call Rita Lane 775-2578, 
Donna Smith 492-3367 or Sue Kelley 802-661-8399, 492-
3738.  

Community Food Shelf 
Free Community Food Shelf at the Library in the front entry 
way. Those in need are welcome to help themselves any 
time the Library entryway is open. Limited hours are:  

Mon 10am-12noon; Wed 7pm-9pm;  Sat 10am-12noon 
Call Sue 802-661-8399 or 492-3738 or Karen 558-5991 for 
gift cards to purchase specific items you need which are not 
on the shelf or to make an appointment to pick up food and 
gift cards.  
 
Donations of non-perishable food or toiletry items are always 
appreciated and can be placed on the Food Shelf anytime 
the Library entryway is open or dropped off for placement in 
the donation basket at Pierces Store. Monetary donations 
are also welcome and will be used to restock the shelf when 
donated items need to be supplemented. Send checks pay-
able to Shrewsbury Community Church (write Food Shelf or 
Helping Hand Fund in the Memo). Mail to Shrewsbury 
Community Church Treasurer Karen Lorentz @ 1300 CCC 
Road Shrewsbury, VT 05738.  
 
Special Thanks to Martha Sirjane of Caravan Gardens for 
keeping the fridge stocked with fresh vegetables for the food 
shelf all summer!  
 

Community Needs 
" Wedding, Funeral or Memorial Service Requests: Con-
tact Rita Lane 775-2578, Sue Kelley 492-3738, 802-661-
8399 or Donna Smith 492-3367.                                                                                                                 
" Community Helping Hand Requests: Contact Rita Lane 
775-2578 , Donna Smith 492-3367 or Sue Kelley 802-661-
8399, 492-3738.  
" Pastoral Care, Home, Hospital Visitation, Outreach Re-
quests:  Contact Rita Lane 775-2578, Roxanne Ramah 492-
3675 or Ruth Kinne 775-5318 (no in-person visits for now, 
but consider phone calls, virtual visits, emails, etc).  



Times of Shrewsbury ~  November 2020 17 

 

Wednesday September 23 was a beautiful fall day on tap. I 
was in town doing errands when my phone started ringing 
and messages were lighting up. I knew something big was 
happening. I pulled over to see an abundance of calls com-
ing in in regard to a misplaced Mastiff on Eastham Road. 
When I got there this sweet non-aggressive male was laying 
in the middle of the road and people were looking and talking 
to him. He was peaceful and seemingly confused in his new 
surroundings. Typically I send out a notice and with commu-
nity participation, the dog and owner are reunited. I would 
have never envisioned a 17-day recovery mission in secur-
ing this beautiful animal.  
 
Halfway into this rescue we named him Carlos as dog was 
no longer appropriate as he weaved his way into our hearts. 
Immediately Mary, a new Eastham resident fed and watered 
him and dedicated herself to a daily feeding schedule. Car-
los ate well daily and his kibble meals were supplemented 
with meat scraps from a local restaurant in Ludlow. His eve-
nings were greeted by a marrow bone left on 
his dog bed as he retired. Carlos was dropped 
in a safe quiet place with high visibility. He 
spent his time napping on an old foundation 
set back from the road. It was peaceful for him 
there and he would come to the road and walk 
up to cars and retreat without any response.  
 
Eventually everyone wanted to catch him and 
some wanted to keep him. He was chased, 
and called, became frightened and started to 
hide in the woods. He disappeared for the 
weekend due to the activity and appeared on 
Monday ravenous and thirsty. He developed 
his own mapping system and had trails and pathways to his 
favorite places. He found he liked the more private cabin 
property next door and would sleep under the open founda-
tion. He was a dog under stress and in the survival mode.  
 
We were fortunate to have two landowners, who gave us full 
use of their properties to use for cameras, kennels and feed-
ing. The one constant in his life was Carlos developing a  
fondness for Mary. It was apparent that he was not sure why 
he trusted her, but he did. She was the only one that could 
maintain an arms length relationship with him. With advice 
from a rescue group and a wildlife expert we put a 5x8 ken-
nel at the site. He was fed and watered outside and in and 
he was not hesitant in stepping into the kennel for his meat 
scraps. As we moved forward trying to discern his patterns in 
hopes of being in place to shut the kennel door as he ate, 
Carlos was busy with his own agenda. He was erratic in tim-
ing and ate at all hours. He started working his pathways 
and started leaving Eastham and touring Northam and Rus-
sellville.  
 
We followed him through reported sightings in town. On the 
morning of October 4 we received a call that Carlos had an 
uninvited overnight at the top of Shunpike Road in a hole 
behind a tree. From there he started a new pattern of walk-
ing south on Route 103. Quickly, signs were made and we 
notified Mt Holly through their News Flash and put up signs 

in Ludlow only to find him on Route 7B by the airport in a 
field. We had hired Abby, a woman known for difficult res-
cues in hard to capture dogs, and her partner Carol. Carlos 
had become a moving target and we were worried sick he 
would be hit by a car. Carlos was like a missing child to us. 
We all shared stories of waking up at night worried of his 
whereabouts only to find he was back to what we called 
home for him to eat and sleep. He would sit quietly with Mary 
and then get up and walk away quietly to the woods.  
 
The day before his expanded travel he was eating from 
Mary’s hand. Patience was the name of the game with this 
handsome man, which brings us back to 7B in the field. Mary 
was on the scene along with the Sheriff’s Department and 
she again befriended him and he remembered their time to-
gether and she again fed him from her hand and sent for 
steak to feed him. He spent time sitting with her, being 
spooked and returning to the woods and then back to her. It 
made me cry to know he so wanted to be held, but was 

scared to surrender. Eventually the day end-
ed with Carlos retreating into the woods and 
Abby leaving a trap set that evening. That 
same night  I had a call that he was seen just 
below Wilmouth Hill heading back to what 
we called his home base.  
 
The following day we did not see him and we 
were waiting for a sighting to follow his lead. 
The calls started coming in and Carlos was 
on Route 7 in the median trying to cross the 
road. People were posting videos of him al-
most being hit as passengers in cars were 
hollering at him. It was frightening to watch 

and fear of his life rippled through us. Susanna called Abby 
and told her of his location and she was on the scene in no 
time. Once again the Sheriff’s Department was helpful in 
controlling the scene and bystanders. Carlos was within 
reach, but not a pup that you could reach and grab. He had 
lost his collar the day before on 7B.  
 
Abby unloaded her Mountain Lion six foot trap and set it in 
the woods behind him with a high value steak meal. Carlos 
was waved into the woods behind him where he walked into 
the trap and was secured. Carlos looked and wagged his tail 
in approval. From here he was loaded and brought to the 
Rutland County Humane Society where he was in quaran-
tine for 10 days. We checked on him and he was totally ex-
hausted and full of ticks. There he was treated and spent his 
time eating and sleeping his way to recovery. Mary brought 
him a basket of treats to keep him busy during this time.  
 
Today he is reported as doing well and a very pleasant boy. 
He will recover from the scars of being dumped on the side 
of the road through all the love that  has been shown to him. 
He certainly did not make it easy on us, but he was so worth 
the happy ending. So many thanks to all of you, who were 
part of this rescue and recovery mission. And to all the 
townspeople for keeping us updated to his locations. 

 ~Betsy Jesser, Shrewsbury News; Sign up at 
benbeano@vermontel.net    

Carlos the Misplaced Pup 
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High Risk Areas 
Maps are windows to our world. The more colorful the more 
interesting. They tell us where we have been and can even 
direct us to future actions. Two come to mind that have been 
useful this year. The weekly Tuesday Covid-19 maps of 
Vermont continued to stay the same color while a  kaleido-
scope of colors surrounded us in adjacent states. This map 
guided my efforts all summer to schedule family visits lead-
ing to both planned and canceled get togethers in and out of  
Vermont. Sadly it may guide our actions well into 2021. 
 
Also sobering is the map of Vermont Emerald Ash Borer in-
festations (below). Since the original outbreak in 2018, maps 

have been 
issued to 
help com-

munities 
track the 
spread of 
the infec-
tion as it 
methodical-
ly enve-
lopes Ver-
mont. For-
tunately for 

central 
Vermont these focal centers, (green tan and red concentric 
areas) have stayed well above and below us until this fall 
when in October an infection center was discovered in West 
Rutland. This first outbreak in Rutland County eliminates the 
guess work about when EAB will be close enough to our 
towns to take action. It is now. This discovery moves all 
towns within five miles of  the confirmed infection area into a 
“high risk” category with a much higher probability that infes-
tations will occur sooner rather than later. As the crow flies 
this latest infection center now includes the edges of 
Shrewsbury, Killington, and most of Mendon. Since West 
Rutland  is west of these towns, and because of the prevail-
ing winds, one could expect EAB to get here via air mail 
within a couple of growing seasons if it is not already pre-
sent. 
 

By now, towns should have at least completed their roadside 
ash surveys to determine just how many ash trees will chal-
lenge both road budgets and those involved in removal and 
disposal. Using Shrewsbury data as an example of what a 
town might be facing from EAB here are the facts: 39 town 
roads with just three without some ash on them. Total ash 
along roads – 1978. Of this total – 1200 are high risk (most 
of crown leaning or over road) and 508 also  involve wires as 
potential targets. 
 
So while these insects are dormant and in place for the win-
ter (unless infected ash is transported into an area by mov-
ing firewood or other ash products) action in 2021 will be at a 
higher level than when our maps showed EAB locations 
much further away. At a minimum towns should be looking 
much harder for infested ash since the probability is now 
higher that it will be found. Google “Vermont EAB” and a 
whole host  of  information appears regarding ash trees and 
their relationship to homeowners, forest landowners, and 
municipalities including “Slow the Spread Recommenda-
tions.” Remember infestation is a slow process and  will not 
consume a given town in one summer but unless planned for 
it will sadly guide our actions in 2021 and beyond. 

Submitted by Gary Salmon, Tree Warden 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Reinbow Riding Center 
The leaves are al-
most gone, there has 
been snow on top of 
some of our Green 
Mountains and the 
horses are getting 
their fuzzy winter 
coats foreshadowing 
the oncoming cold 
weather season. We 
ususally have lots to 
tell you about how 
our season went—in 
general, better and 
better every year. But in these unusual times that didn’t hap-
pen. We can however, positively report that the horses are 
fat and sassy and have really enjoyed the time off as you 

can see for yourself.  
~Submitted by Janet Upton 

 
 

 
 

 
For a Diversion Try This 

Say: 
“Peggy Babcock 
Peggy Babcock 
Peggy Babcock” 

 
three times really fast.  

How did you do?!! 
 

From the right, Miss Molly, 
Phoenix and Ryan bellying up to a 
big big bale of hay—Thanksgiving 
came early for them.  
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MILL RIVER UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NEWS 

Now that we are enjoying the start of brown stick season 
(late Oct until snow cover) it means hunting season has be-
gun and the season which I look forward to with anticipation: 
school budget writing time. Unlike any other year I have 
served on the finance committee, this year will be filled with 
uncertainty which is all due to Covid-19.  
 
The funding the state provides to schools is raised through 
sales tax and the rooms and meals tax. The state is currently 
predicting a whopping revenue shortfall of $176 million for 
fiscal year 2021. While the state was able to find money to 
support education funding for this year there is a good deal 
of uncertainty how they will pull the rabbit out of the hat to 
fund the next school year (2021-22). This in turn leaves 
school boards with a whole lot of uncertainty regarding how 
much state funding can be expected for the next school 
year.  
 
Needless to say lean budget writing will be a priority for us. 
But to further complicate our budget writing, in April when so 
much of the state was closed and we were watching state 
revenues plummet, the school board faced with so much 
uncertainty about this present school year decided not to fill 
several important positions which were part of this year’s 
budget. So we begin our budget writing with key positions 
which should be filled while also planning how we will keep 
our budget lean. I anticipate the budget committee is going 
to need an ample supply of sharp pencils, erasers and paper 
all accompanied with a bit of hand wringing as we do our 
work this year. 
 
When you are reading this many of our students will have 
returned to the classrooms. Our Mountain School principal 
Jodie Stewart-Ruck reports it was wonderful to hear the little 
voices in the building again and the 1st day went smoothly. 
One pre-K student told her, “we all even forgot we had 
masks on all day”. On October 19 the pre-K- 4th graders will 
have begun in school classes followed by 5-6 grade students 
on November 2. These students will be attending school five 
days a week. The Mill River students will be also starting on 
Nov 2 divided into two groups; each group will be attending 
school twice a week, Mon & Thurs or Tues and Fri with 
Wednesday all students working from home. All the schools 
are following the guidelines as set by the VT Agency of Edu-
cation.  
 
To prepare for the return of staff and students the facilities 
crew this summer was hard at work implementing changes 
required by the mandatory state Covid-19 guidelines. Air 
filters were upgraded. Ventilation systems were programmed 
to provide 100% of outside air and 0% of recirculated air. As 
set forth by the state, each school must have separate isola-
tion rooms adjacent to the nurse’s office. In addition the iso-
lation rooms must be set up to have negative air pressure 
systems. For some of our school buildings this meant taking 
over other spaces, removing carpet, putting down new floor-
ing and adding air ventilation systems. The total cost of ren-
ovations was $355,000. The district hopes to have these 
costs covered by state Covid grants. Though the district has 

been assured of the grant; we hold our breath until the check 
arrives. 
 
Another unanticipated cost due to Covid will be an increase 
in heating expenses. As noted above, state guidelines re-
quire schools to recirculate as little air as possible relying on 
100% of outside air. The 100% can be reduced somewhat 
as we get into the winter months but the impact of having to 
heat a greater percentage of outside air will increase our 
heating expenses. How much of course is directly related to 
the severity of our winter.  
 
Winter sports add to the uncertainty. Education commission-
er Dan French has said completing the guidelines for winter 
sports has been pushed back until early November. He cau-
tioned that practices will not begin until after Thanksgiving 
and games could be delayed until after New Year’s. He 
speculated that wrestling and indoor track would not be al-
lowed for this school year. Other sports will probably be sub-
jected to limitations as were fall sports.  
 
Reflecting upon the articles I have written for the Times of 
Shrewsbury since March I realize uncertainty has pervaded 
each of them. It certainly is a reflection of our times. The un-
certainty will come to an end and together we will get 
through this. 
 
Best wishes for a safe and healthy November and Thanks-
giving. ~Submitted by Andy Richards-Peelle 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

SHREWSBURY MOUNTAIN SCHOOL 
Hello Shrewsbury Community, 
My favorite thing about November is the reminder to give 
thanks and I am so thankful to have the lively giggles of stu-
dents back in the halls of the Mountain School. Our school 
opened back up for students beginning with those in grades 
PK-4 on October 19 and 5th and 6th grade will join us be-
ginning November 2.  
 
The students are doing a wonderful job staying socially dis-
tanced and wearing their facial coverings and our teachers 
are working, as always, to make school magical within the 
framework of our new normal. Our PTO got creative and 
helped our kiddos celebrate Halloween with take-home can-
dy scavenger hunts instead of our usual trunk or treat. We 
are working and playing outdoors as much as we can before 
the weather turns colder and we continue to integrate farm to 
school and sustainability-focused big ideas into our work. 
  
As we look forward to the coziness of sweater and wood-
stove season, I hope you are all well. 

Sincerely, 
Jodie Stewart-Ruck, Principal  
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DAR Honors Marble Valley 
Regional Correctional Facility 

On Saturday 10-10-2020 the Marble Valley Regional Correc-
tional Facility was honored by a visit from the Ann Story 
Chapter of the National Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution! We were presented with a Certificate 
of Appreciation from the Service to America Committee on 
National DAR Service Day and a generous amount of won-
derful goodies for our staff! Pictured with the certificate and 
goodies are left to right: COI Chandler Corbett’ DAR mem-
bers Barbara Giffin, Alida Muska, and Julanne Sharrow; COI 
Melinda Winters; and COII Alex James. Thank you ladies for 
honoring our staff!  

Respectfully, Susan Ransom-Kelley Superintendent 
 

In this time of giving 
thanks, SAGE would like 
to extend heartfelt grati-
tude to our community’s 
producers, for tending to 
their land, animals, trees, 

and to Shrewsbury. Thank you farmers, gardeners, and pro-
ducers for your efforts, whether you’re new to the communi-
ty, or several generations on! 
 
On that note, we’d like to present a special Root Words con-
nection we made this past season. Our Root Words project 
aims to capture stories of our agricultural heritage and grow 
community connections around food. Last month we were 
able to learn a little about the roots of Vermont agriculture 
and how those roots are being tended today.   
 
We met Chief Shirly Hook of the Koasek band of Abenaki in 

the Abenaki Tribal Gardens of West 
Braintree. There, Hook tends to some 
traditional food crops from our region, 
including ground cherries, Jerusalem 
artichokes, and Koas corn. 
 
Koas corn has been passed down 
and tended by seed savers and gar-
deners since it was gifted from 
Abenaki to Jesuit farmers in 1675.   
 

Hook was inspired to tend a garden by her father and uncle 
who used to compete over who could grow the biggest pota-
toes. She hopes today’s children will find their own mentors.  
 
“I just hope the children can get involved with one of the pro-
grams around so they can learn how to garden. It's beautiful, 
I love to do it, it warms your heart and soul, [In the garden] 
everything is beautiful, even a weed.” 
 
For more information about SAGE: contact Stephen Abatiell 
at educate.sage@gmail.com, Joan Aleshire at 492-3550 or 
visit www.sagevt.wordpress.com.  Follow us on Facebook 
for up to date event details at Shrewsbury SAGE.  

~Submitted by Steve Abatiell  
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TREES & 
LEAVES 

 

Two Wines Recommended by the NYT (and on sale!) 
New York Times wine critic Eric Asimov recently reviewed 
20 wines under $20 intended to help restore us in these 
trying times. “I’m not here to tell you that wine will make 
anything better,” wrote Asimov. “But good food, good wine 
and engaging conversation seem as necessary to getting 
through 2020 as riveting books, binge-worthy shows and 
walks among the trees.” The good news for Shrewsberries 
is that two of Asimov’s picks are available through Pierce’s, 
and both are on sale from Pierce’s distributors. One more 
pearl of wisdom from Asimov: “I’ve made the case over the 
years that spending a little more for wine, say $15 to $20 
rather than $8 to $12, brings an exponential rise in quality 
and interest. These bottles again make that case.” 
 

Domaine de la Bastide Côtes du Rhône 2018 
(listed at $16.96 in the NYT, but only $14.99 
through Pierce’s) From Asimov: “Côtes du Rhône 
was once a go-to choice at French restaurants, where 
it offered easygoing refreshment that could bridge 
many disparate dishes. This bottle is a throwback re-

minder of how good those wines were, and perhaps anoth-
er sign that Southern Rhône producers, who for quite some 
time have been aiming for power and impact, are returning 
to making wines of balance and restraint. It’s composed of 
grenache, syrah, carignan and mourvèdre, smells like red 
fruits and flowers, and goes down easy.” 
  
Foxglove Paso Robles Zinfandel 2016 (listed at $18 in 
the NYT; the 2017 vintage on sale for $14.99 through 
Pierce’s) [Note: This review was written about the 2016 vin-
tage and the vintage available through Pierce’s distributor is 
2017.] From Asimov: “I’ve written about an older vintage of 
this wine, but as I’ve had zinfandel on the mind recently, I 
wanted to revisit it. I’m so glad I did. This is superb zinfandel 
and a great value, with plenty of dark, spicy, focused fruit 
flavors. At 14.3 percent alcohol, it is far from over-the-top. 
This is the sort of zinfandel I remember from 
the 1980s, forceful yet inviting, assertive yet 
balanced, and faintly tannic. Another winner 
from the brothers Bob and Jim Varner, who 
also make wine from the Santa Cruz Moun-
tains under the Varner label.”  [Also availa-
ble through Pierces, and on sale: Foxglove 
Paso Robles Cabernet Sauvignon 2018 
($14.99)] ~Submitted by Sandy Bragg 
 

 

Outing Club Gets the Ski Trails Ready! 
On a chilly October day, the Outing Club crew was busy at work on the Northam 
ski trails where they put logs across a wet area. The hardy crew was made up of  
Steve, Lana Vannucchi, Mark & Connie Youngstrom, Lee Wilson, and Andy & Hel-
en Richards-Peelle. 
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This year at Pierce’s, we’ve stretched our capacities further 
than we ever imagined necessary, and we are so grateful for 
our capability to supply such a diversity of product to our 
community. I often think back to how the minds of citizens of 
Shrewsbury 100 years ago might be blown to what the 21st 
century Pierce’s Store has on its shelves and in its coolers. I 
similarly think of what hasn’t changed much in that span of 
time, what has remained familiar and steady as the world 
turns. Smoked salmon from Maine and sweet, succulent 
shrimp from Texas! Cream top milk from over the mountain 
and cheese from down the road! Wasabi from Japan, curry 
from Thailand and bottles of fine wine from *literally* the oth-
er side of the planet! We have much thanks to give to the 
dozens of local and regional vendors who bring these wares 
to our door. Beyond the walls of the store, our town produc-
es such an incredible abundance of life giving food. Between 
the miles of sugar lines and the pastures for Smith Maple 
Crest’s beef, to the local veggie farms and the dozens of 
impressive home gardens dotting the landscape, Shrews-
bury is quite the model of self-sufficiency. 
 
This is a time of year when our thoughts turn towards what 
we can be thankful for, and the blessings of living in this cor-
ner of the world feel more relevant than ever before. Though 
our Thanksgiving celebrations may be somewhat changed 
this year, the Pierce’s team is looking forward to providing as 
much comfort and cheer as possible to all the homes of our 
community. Turkeys will be available as usual by preorder, 
as well as Rob’s rolls, pies and cranberry sauce the week of 
the holiday. Keep an eye out for the preorder form which 
we’ll have out at the store and through email within the next 
week or so. We will be well-stocked up with Thanksgiving 
staples throughout the month, so come on by and fill your 
pantry with all the pumpkin, eggs, butter, sugar, condensed 
milk and spices you’ll be reaching for in the weeks to come! 
Planning ahead is great, but we’ll be here for those last mi-
nute runs as always. 
 
Along with gratitude, this is a season of giving. More of our 
community members may be facing a harder winter ahead 
than in years past, and with the local abundance at our dis-
posal, we hope to fill each and every pantry in need. We’ll be 
partnering up with Helping Hands Fund to offer a few differ-
ent avenues through which to donate: 
! find a freewill donation spot on your preorder slip for tur-

keys/Robs goods/etc. (payment may be made in any 
form when you pick up your order) 

! we’ll have a cash/check donation jar at the register for 
Helping Hands Fund. 

! grab an extra shelf-stable item (or three!) and drop it in 
the donation basket at Pierce’s. 

A big thanks to Sue Ransom-Kelley and everyone at Helping 
Hands Fund for coordinating these efforts and so much 
more.  

 

Finally, I’d like to extend a personal thanks from me to eve-
ryone in the Pierce’s community for sticking with us through 
this wild bronco of a year. Thanks to the board for their con-
tinued wise leadership and idea mill, to our growing roster of 
volunteers for driving all over creation to bring the goods 
back up the mountain. Thanks to my fellow employees for 
their peerless loyalty and good humor. And most of all, thank 
you to Sally Deinzer for her unwavering support and guid-
ance, without which Pierce’s simply wouldn’t be here today!  

Have a healthy and happy Thanksgiving, all. 
See you at the store! Elana 

 

Current Health & Safety 
Guidelines for shopping at Pierce's Store 

● A maximum of FOUR (4) CUSTOMERS are allowed in 
the store at a time. Please check before entering, and if 
there's already a few folks shopping, thank you for wait-
ing a few minutes till the coast is clear! You're welcome 
to lounge on the benches or find a spot on the porch to 
check your email till then! 

● X marks the spot! We all know the drill at this point. At 
least six (6) feet of separation between everyone while 
inside, please.  

● Everyone is required to wear a mask while inside at 
Pierce's! We are offering masks at the door for anyone 
who has found themselves without one*. 

 

Please stay tuned as we continue to roll with the tides and 
do what we believe is best for our community. We are open 
to suggestions! 
 

* FYI, these masks add up as we tend to go through about a 
dozen in a day. If you happen to have any spare change to 
toss in the jar at the register, we'd be ever so grateful! 
 
 

***PSA for lovers of FRESH SEAFOOD*** 
Quite a bit can change over the course of a few weeks in the 
town! Since I last wrote, we signed up with a new source for 
fresh seafood through Earth & Sea, a long-standing, highly 
reputable fish market based locally in Manchester Vermont. 
Over the past month, they’ve stocked us up with a beautiful 
array of super fresh fish and shellfish. Thanks to a genuinely 
generous gaggle of volunteers willing to deliver every Friday, 
we’ll be able to continue to order for the foreseeable future! 
Check back during the holidays for oysters!! 
Here’s how to get fresh fish and seafood through Pierce’s 
these days:  
1. Be added to our special orders email list! Give a call 

(492-3326) or email us at orders@piercesstore.com with 
your request.  

2. Keep an eye on your inbox on Wednesday afternoons 
for this Friday’s offerings.  

3. Order via email as soon as possible- first come first 
served! The cutoff time for preordering is Thursday at 
4pm. In your email, please include the best phone # to 
reach you. 

4. Start planning your menu. 
5. Your order will be portioned and packed on Friday, and 

we’ll give you a call mid-afternoon when it’s ready to pick 
up!  

 

Catch any extras in the produce cooler throughout the 
weekend!  
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It’s stunning, the moving and grooving that’s happened since 
I last sat down to compose a Times article. It’s been a dy-
namic and lively few weeks at Pierce’s, a hopeful relief after 
the financial impact of having our doors closed. Since the 
1st, we’ve had to be newly mindful of health and safety, pos-
ing questions we’d never thought to have to ask. Meanwhile 
sales have been very strong in comparison to Julys of past 
years, the sweltering midsummer heat steadily driving folks 
in seeking something cold to drink and the fixings for dinner 
on the grill. Thanks to the new cooler we’ve been able to 
stock a great variety of fresh fruits and veggies (many local!), 
making produce one of Pierce’s new bestsellers! We’ve be-
gun this time of re-opening with a great trajectory, one I hope 
continues through the end of the summer and beyond... 
 
On behalf of the Pierce’s team I want to extend a sincere 
thanks to all who have been so conscientious and respectful 
of each other while shopping- and waiting to shop! By read-
ing our signs and following our common sense guidelines, 
you help support our aim to keep our doors open and our 
resources available to the community at large. Though our 
collective limits for patience and adaptability have truly been 
tested over the past several months, we continue to look out 
for one another in these small ways, which is a beautiful 
thing. ~Elana Levin 
 
Here’s our current safety guidelines for shopping at Pierce’s 
Store:  
 
-a maximum of 2 CUSTOMERS are allowed in the store at a 
time. Including the employee running the register that means 
3 total. Please check before entering, and if there's already a 
few folks shopping, thank you for waiting a few minutes till 
the coast is clear! You're welcome to sit on the benches till 
then.  
! -X marks the spot! We all know the drill at this point. At 

least 6 feet of separation between everyone while inside, 
please. If you're waiting to be rung out, we threw down 
some duct tape X's on the floor to guide distance. 

! -Everyone is required to wear a mask while inside at 
Pierce's! We are offering masks at the door for anyone 
who has found themselves without one* 

 
Please stay tuned as we continue to roll with the tides and 
do what we believe is best for our community. We are open 
to suggestions! 
 
* FYI, these masks ain't cheap and we go through a lot in a 
day. If you happen to have any spare change to toss in the 
jar at the register, we'd be ever so grateful! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
***PSA for lovers of FRESH SEAFOOD*** 
Just in case you don't already know the secret to the fresh-
est seafood around: every Friday we get a special shipment 
of market fresh fish, shellfish and crustaceans, on a rotating 
basis depending on seasonality. The secret is, you've gotta 
order it ahead of time! Nowadays, we have a much tighter 
ordering schedule- with many restaurants closed or slower 
than usual, there is less of a demand on the fisheries, so 
they're closed much of the week to save $$. In order to get 
fresh fish from Pierce's Store these days, you must do the 
following: 
 

1. Be added to our special orders email list! Give a call 
(492-3326) or email us at pierces.store@gmail.com 
with your request.  

2. Keep an eye on your inbox on Monday morning for 
this week's offerings.  

3. Order via email by NO LATER than 9am on Tuesday 
morning 

4. Start planning your 
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Friday Night Dinners 
 

July 3:  Lasagna 
 
July 10: Mac & Cheese 
 
July 10 - Weezie Duda will be making BBQ Chicken 
with Potato Salad and Cole Slaw 
 
July 17:  Lasagna 
 
July 24:  Mac & Cheese  
 
July 24 - Nancy Ellery will be making  Cod Fish 
steamed in individual parchment paper packets with 
chopped Kale, Lemon and Artichokes, served with 
Bulgar Wheat and a Cookie.   
 
July 31:  Lasagna 
 
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s best 
to call ahead and reserve your order! 

492-3326 

! Beginning in the last week of June, we’ll have 
someone in to custom-make sandwiches Mon-
day–Friday between 11 and 1 most days. So stop 
in for lunch!  
! If you see this before the 27th of June, here’s a 
reminder that Sandy Bragg will host a wine tasting 
between 5 and 7 pm. He has brought in a selec-
tion of Pinot Gris from Oregon. Come join us for 
the event! Light snacks will be available.  
! Special preorder items from Rob’s kitchen for 
July 4th available on the 3rd: 
Guacamole Hamburger buns  
Salsa Cider beans 
Watermelon gazpacho Coleslaw 

“What do you say to inviting the neighbors in for a 
picnic tonight?” 
“But we don’t have anything in the house!”   
“Doesn’t Pierce’s have stuff? Let’s go see.” 
Here’s what you could check off your list at 
Pierce’s: 
Brush to clean off the grill 
Charcoal & lighter fluid 
Bug repellent 
Citronella sticks 
Paper plates and disposable utensils, cups, nap-
kins 
Hamburger (Smith Farm & commercial) 
Hotdogs 
Sausages (McKenzie & Smith Farm)  
Chicken (Misty Knoll & Copperas Hill Farm) 
Steaks (Smith Farm)  
Burger Buns (Rob’s) 
Hotdog buns (commercial) 
Chips, pretzels & dips 
Breads & rolls (Rob’s and commercial) 
Salad makings & other vegetables (local farms & 
commercial) 
Potato Salad and/or coleslaw (made regularly by 
Chef Rob – always available by order but not 
necessarily available “today”) 
Popcorn (microwave and local whole kernel) 
Brownies and cakes (Duncan Hines mixes) 
Cookies (Rob’s and commercial) 
Ice Cream (Wilcox) 
Syrups, cherries & whipped cream 
Beer & wine 
Sodas & seltzers 
Juices 
Moxie 
Ice 
Cleaning supplies & trash bags (13 & 39 gallon) 
 
Alka Seltzer!!!  

Daily lunch specials will be announced no later than the 
morning of the day, earlier if possible and will feature Rob’s 
homemade Soups or Salads. 
Regular hot meals in the crockpot: 
Monday – Chili con Carne 
Tuesday – Smith Maple Crest Farm grass-fed beef Tacos 
Thursday – Pulled Pork Sandwiches on Rob’s homemade 
buns 
  

Specialty Wednesday Pizza Varieties 
7/1 Pesto, chopped tomatoes, mozzarella and parmesan 
7/8 Italian Sausage, marinara and mozzarella 
7/15 Sautéed peppers and onions, marinara and mozzarella 
7/22 Caramelized onions, mozzarella and gorgonzola 
7/29 Louisiana with Andouille, Creole marinara, and mozza-
rella 

* Soups, Pizzas and Friday meals from Rob’s kitchen 
change from week to week. During the summer Rob of-
ten makes a refreshing salad or cold soup on hot days. 
Please call the store (492-3326) if you’re wondering 
what’s on the menu. It will always be posted on our Fa-
ceBook page and sent out to the daily email list. If you 
want to be included on the email distribution please let 
me know at pierces.store@gmail.com.  
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Lincoln Hill  
Short Term Road Closure 

The Lincoln Hill Road closure is expected to begin 
around July 6, 2015 and the closure will remain in 
place for 28 consecutive days. 
 
Please follow the signed detour to be installed by the 
Town of Shrewsbury. 
 
Thank you for your assistance and cooperation 
throughout this upcoming construction season. Con-
tact project outreach coordinator Natalie Boyle at 
(802) 310-7822 or nboyle@gpinet.com if you have 
any questions. 

Solar Reflections 
After our initial list printed in the Times last month, 
we had several more Shrewsbury residents report 
on their solar usage as well. 
 
The townspeople below are great resources if you 
are considering "going solar" and have ques-
tions.  Let's keep the list growing! 
 

Shrewsbury Solar Users 
Joan Aleshire 

Sandy & Kristi Bragg 
David Catellier 

Louise & Stan Duda 
Lily &  Eldred French 
David &  Laurel Fretz 

Scott Garren & Heather Shay 
Mark & Carol Goodwin 

Mark & Licia G. Hamilton 
Greg and Galen Miller 

Art Krueger & Trish Norton 
Randy & Deena Page 

Russell and Donna Reay 
Podge & Martha Sirjane 

Jeff and Mary Smith / Maple Crest Farm 
Aaron Schnieder and Marty Anderson 

Sharon & Roger Winnicki 
Ryan Wood-Beauchamp  

&  Kara Fitzgerald 
Submitted by the Conservation Commission 
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Pierce’s Store 
Friday Night Dinners 

 
December 13 - Guest Chef Weezie Duda will 
make Roast Pork with Tomatoes, Fennel & On-
ions, Rob's Roll, Mini Cheesecake with Raspber-
ry Sauce. 
 
January 10 - Guest Chef Hilary Adams  (call the 
store for the menu!) 
 
January 24 - Guest Chef Connie Youngstrom 
will make Mini Meatloaves with Maplecrest beef, 
baked sweet dumpling winter squash, scalloped 
potatoes and something green on the side 
(whatever she can find that's local—spinach, 
kale, Brussels sprouts perhaps.) 
 
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s 
best to call ahead and reserve your order! 

 
492-3326 

 
if you are interested in making a meal, please 
contact either Heather Shay at 492-2284 or 

Sally Deinzer at the store, 
 17 

 
Pierce’s Store 

Friday Night Dinners 
 
November 8: d Chef Carol Calotta will prepare 
Beef Bourguignon served over egg noodles. It 
will have carrots, mushrooms and baby onions in 
the stew and be served with a green salad. 
 
November 22: Chef Nancy Ellery will prepare a 
Seafood Lasagna with a green salad.  
 
Meals will be available on Fridays 5:00 to 
7:00pm…and on Saturday until they run out. It’s 
best to call ahead and reserve your order! 

 
492-3326 

 
if you are interested in making a meal, please 
contact either Heather Shay at 492-2284 or 

Sally Deinzer at the store, 

1

Thanksgiving Specials 
Rob has developed a pre-
liminary menu of special 
order treats for the holiday. 
They include: 
Pumpkin and Pecan Pies 
Cranberry Sauce 
Dinner Rolls 
Holiday Bread (with nuts, 

raisins, cranberries & apricots) 
 
The store will be open for a few hours Thanksgiv-
ing morning—probably until 1:00, but check at 
the store as we get closer to the day to be sure.  
 
In October, I ran a special on wine and in No-
vember I plan to do the same with beer. In this 
case, I’ll break open a selection of 6-packs and let 
you build your own from a variety of beers. Not all 
vendors allow this yet, but apparently it’s becoming 
more common. I need to research a little more to be 
certain which beers will be acceptable to sell this way 
and how they can be priced, but I’ll let you know 
when it’s ready!  
 
A big change is coming to the store in November. 
The check-out process is going to be much smoother 
as we’ll have a “Point of Sale” system in place. This 
will mean your purchases will be scanned and the 
price will show on a display without the volunteer 
having to enter the price and category of the item. 
It’s all programmed into the computer.  
 
Of course, there will be a learning curve and we’ll 
find that there are items on the shelves that were 
missed when the database was being populated. But 
we’ll get past those in the first month, I hope.  
 
This new system will make inventory management 
much simpler and will give the manager more time to 
spend on improving the selections on the shelves, 
refining pricing, promoting items through sales, and 
many other as yet unimagined benefits. In addition, 
and just as importantly, it will simplify the job of our 
volunteers.  
 
A big THANK YOU! to Randell Barclay who re-
searched alternatives and made the recommenda-
tion to invest in this system. Then Randell built the 
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system and populated it with our inventory. It would 
not have happened as easily without him.  
 
A Recipe SooFoo – Remember last month I men-
tioned this item as a really tasty protein/rice alterna-
tive? I found a great way to use it. I had some late 
zucchinis in the garden—they were a little larger than 
I like to have as plain vegetable, so I thought I’d stuff 
them for a supper one evening. I cooked up a half 
cup of dry SooFoo with some chicken bouillon and 
olive oil. Then I mixed in some chopped up veggies 
from the crisper—peppers, a bit of onion, some 
chopped greens and a few sad tomatoes. I placed 
the mixture into the seeded zucchini halves, sprin-
kled on some bread crumbs and grated cheese and 
baked them for a half hour or so. For the finishing 
touch, I turned on the broiler so the top crisped up. 
Yum! A very good supper indeed. And best, a meal 
in itself.  
 
You can find SooFoo in our “Bargain Bin” because 
the bags we have are out of date. But I can tell you 
that the bag I have – out of date – is perfectly fine. I 
hope you’ll try SooFoo!  
 
Finally, we are always looking for more people to 
volunteer in the store. If you have any interest, 
please contact Sally at 492-3326 or stop into the 
store. With the new Point of Sale system, I hope 
more folks will be interested in joining the Pierce’s 
team!  

Sally Deinzer, Manager 

 

NEWS FROM 
PIERCE’S STORE 

 
Monday-Saturday 7am-7pm  

 Sunday 8am-5pm 

1

During this time of giving thanks and reflection on the 
past year, on behalf of the Board of the Shrewsbury 
Coop at Pierce’s Store, I would like to thank the 
Shrewsbury community for being supportive of our 
adventure. Nearing the end of the year, it appears 
that our revenues have continued to grow—
accompanied by increased costs of goods, of 
course—and that we’ll end the year in decent shape.  
What a wonderful community we live in! Thank you 
all. 
 
Point of Sale System The efforts that Randell Bar-
clay put in during the past several months to imple-
ment our new computerized inventory system are 
beginning to pay off. Among other things, this new 
way of operating will allow us to see how particular 
items have sold over a period of time. This could 
lead to changes in what and how many we stock or 
make.  
 
Many volunteers have already attained mastery of 
the ins and outs of making sales and several are 
learning other features such as checking in deliveries 
electronically. As manager, I will appreciate the re-
duction in the amount of time I spend “counting” 
things: it will allow more time to work on inventory 
changes and adjustments to our pricing.   
 
Some customers have experienced longer waits at 
the register than in the past because we’ve been 
struggling with the touchscreen monitor, scanner 
wand, wireless trackpad, and items that are unknown 
to the system. We appreciate the willingness all of 
you have shown as we come up to speed.   
 
I am sure I speak for the full board when I say that 
on New Year’s Day we’ll all enjoy resting or playing 
with family rather than spending a good part of the 
day at the store counting and recording every item 
on the shelves.  
 
Holiday Specials  
As in past years, Rob will prepare a number of items 
from the bakery/kitchen for special order. Watch at 
the store or on our FaceBook page for what will be 
on the menu.  
 
In addition, we’ll be stocking or offering special 
treats: a few varieties of festive wines and bubbles; 
candies and confections; Thomas’s Eggnog; preor-
der turkeys and perhaps hams. Please let me know if 
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there are particular items you’d like to see in the 
store.    
 
Gifts and Gift Certificates Here’s a gift suggestion: 
purchase a bulk quantity of your family member’s 
favorite [fill in the blank!]—members can purchase 
for just 20% over the wholesale price and non-
members get the benefit of the lower price of pur-
chasing in quantity. Remember, too, that you can 
purchase a gift certificate to Pierce’s Store as a gift 
for someone special. Just ask the person at the reg-
ister. 
 
Music on Thursdays Do you know that most Thurs-
day mornings a group of Shrewsberries bring their 
banjos, guitars, fiddles or whatever to the store and 
jam? They take over the café area and have a grand 
time. Please stop in and listen or join in anytime be-
tween about 8:30 and 10.  
 
Finally, we are always looking for more people to 
volunteer in the store. If you have any interest, 
please contact Sally at 492-3326 or stop into the 
store. With the new Point of Sale system, I hope 
more folks will be interested in joining the Pierce’s 
team! Happy Holidays to all and have a Safe and 
Happy New Year! See you at the Store. 

Sally Deinzer, Manager 

Sally Deinzer, Manager 

NEWS FROM 
PIERCE’S STORE 

 

Monday-Saturday 7am-7pm  
 Sunday 8am-5pm 

Sally Denizer, Manager   Sally Deinzer, Manager 

(802) 492-3326 
 

Elana Levin, Manager 
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Carroll & Beverly Adams 
Joan Aleshire 
Craig & Peggy Angstadt 
Gary & Minnie Arthur 
Roy Arthur 
Nate & Angela Bailey 
Steve Banik & Virginia Gundersen 
Randell & Dianne Barclay 
Bob Barich 
Michael & Elizabeth Bedesem 
John & Mary Beerworth 
John & Linda Berryhill 
Marian Berryhill & Gideon Caplovitz 
Rich Bettelli & Fran Patten 
Rich & Cynthia Biziak 
Dave & Debie Blecich 
Sheree Bloch 
Sandy & Kristi Bragg  
Dan & Ginny Buckley 
Bruce & Liz Bullock 
Jim Bulno 
Herb Carrara 
Larry & Lila Carrara 
Michael & Laura Cashel 
Christina Clarke 
Peter & Theresa Clarke 
Douglas Crowe & Amanda Ciaccio 
Marilyn Dalick 
Sally Deinzer 
Ray DiPrinzio & Lisa Garson 
Wayne & Lizzie Emmons 
Nils & Pamela Ericksen 
Gene & Kathy Felder 

Chuck & Luisa Finberg 
Liz Flint 
Eldred & Lily French 
Scott Garren & Heather Shay 
Richard Gile & Sue Brown 
Mark & Carol Goodwin 
Michael & Mary Grabowski 
Peter & Pam Grace 
Barry & Barb Griffith 
John & Betty Heitzke 
Betsy Hinckley 
Barbara Hoar 
Carmine Iannace & Rita Gylys 
Martha Herbert Izzi 
Jack & Betsy Jesser 
Ellen Jorgensen 
Jim & Laura Keller 
Sandy & Al King 
Art Krueger & Trish Norton 
Robert & Judith Landon 
Rita Lane 
Clare & Ed Mangine 
Gerry & Chryl Martin 
Stephen & Patricia Martyn 
Taffy Maynard 
Lynn McDermott 
Michael & Jennifer McDermott 
John & Barbara Kay O'Dowd 
Jack & Sharon Perry  
Russ & Grace Pratt 
Roxanne Ramah  
Russell & Donna Reay 
Reinbow Riding Center  

Andy & Helen Richards-Peelle 
Ridlon Family  
Dick & Lillian Rohe  
Edward and Judy Ryan 
Tom & Donna Ryan 
Gary & Margery Salmon  
Suzanne Savage 
Wendy Savery 
Brian & Patricia Sedaille 
Paul Sgalia & Victoria Arthur 
Alan & Linda Shelvey 
Shrewsbury 

Ag Education & Arts (SAGE) 
Community Church 
Conservation Commission 
Cooperative at Pierce’s Store 
Historical Society 
Library 
Outing Club 
Volunteer Fire Department 

Sirjane Family 
Donna Smith  
Bob & Sally Snarski 
John C. Stewart II  
Liesbeth van der Heijden 
Ann Vanneman 
Lana Vannucchi 
Howard & Deborah Weaver 
Michael & Phyllis Wells 
Nancy & Jim West 
Lee Wilson 
Winkler Family 
Mark  & Connie Youngstrom 

 


